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Access TT produces good racing and surprises 


Lf Mobil SHC is the first of a new generation of engine 
mes Ce] lubricants ~ Synthesised HydroCarbon. It looks like a 
conventional oil but there the similarity ends, because the 
weaker molecules which tend to limit the performance of 


a ood motor oil Taahional ousigiderauieniouOUateaeureIrer resent in 
Mobil SHC Lubricant. 
s 


In thousands of miles of comparative testing on the road 
Is Ce] enou and inthe laboratory, Mobil SHC is consistently demon- 
strating its superiority over a wide selection of conventional 


oils. Itgives greater protection than even premium 


Most of the time, and for many drivers, 
a good motor oil will give a car's engine as 
much protection as it needs. 

But there are times, such as in hard 
motorway driving, when an oil is pushed 
dangerously close to its limit. Itcan happen 
too when you accelerate hard, when you 
start up from cold or when you add the extra 
load of a caravan ortrailer.These are the 
times, when the engine is subjectedto 
severe stress, that the risk of breakdown 
is greatest. 

Ifyou are familiar with conditions like 
these, then you need Mobil SHC Lubricant, 
for greater insurance and greater peace 
of mind. 


multigrade oils. It gives quicker start up from 
cold than special arctic oils. It guards against 
falling oil pressure and is shown to reduce 
lubricant consumption by an average of 40% 
Results of exhaustive wear tests show even 
more dramatic superiority. 

Thus Mobil SHC Lubricant guards the 
investment you have made in your car far 
more effectively than mineral oils, and over 
a wider range of driving conditions. 

Mobil SHC may also be safely mixed with 
any conventional oils. (But why reduce its 
benefits by dilution?) 

For a motorist who demands top 
performance, knows the true cost of motoring 
and values the investment he makes in his 
car, nothing compares with Mobil SHC. 


Mobil SHC is approved by the BLMC Group, Ford, Vauxhall and many other international car manufacturers. 


Mobil SHC if you wont settle for less than 10 out of 10 
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Creditable TT 


The Access Tourist Trophy at Silverstone last Sunday was 
undoubtedly a success. We did not expect it to be anything 
else—throughout this year we have commented on the pro- 
gress and importance of G1 racing and it was really brought 
home at the TT. 

No less than eight manufacturers contested the team 
prize and over 60 cars were entered for the event, But not 
only was the race good for the well-being of motor sport 
as a whole, it was a tremendous race for the spectators. 
The racing was really excellent and the mandatory pit stops 
put the cherry on the cake. 

Silverstone are to be congratulated for a first class event 
which, in Gl form, looks like bringing the Tourist Trophy 
back fo its former glory 


A mockery 


Too late for our issue last week was the FIA decision on 
Niki Lauda’s placing at the British Grand Prix. As reported 
in Pit and Paddock he was awarded fifth place and two 
championship points. Following the Canadian Grand Prix 
this is now purely of academic interest as far as the cham- 
pionship is concerned; however such a decision is very im- 
portant as it undoubtedly sets a precedent. 

While we realise that Lauda was unjustly robbed of two 
points by the gross inefficiency of the organisers, we cannot 
agree with the decision of the FIA Tribunal. Lauda, through 
no fault of his own (although this could be weakly argued by 
the fact that he did not come in when his pit instructed him 
to do so) was unable to rejoin the race and therefore he did 
not finish the race in fifth place. That is as clear as black 
and white. The world is full of “ifs” and “ buts,” however 
they do not and should not destroy something that is clear 
cut. If Lauda had been able to cover those final 32 metres 
he would have finished fifth. It is unlikely that he would not 
have done so, but the fact is he didn't. The world is often 
an unfair place and we sympathise with Lauda; it was not his 
fault but it heppened and, to our mind, that should have been 
the end of it except for some strong reprimand for the 
officials. 

The unfortunate result of the Tribunal is that it sets a 
precedent. For instance the 1973 Canadian GP, which was 
a thoroughly chaotic affair due to the organisers, produced 
results which were disputed. If that were to happen again 
we can envisage teams shouting long and loud enough to 
the FIA and being successful 

A driver either finishes in a position or he doesn't. There 
should be no argument and, unfortunately, the situation 
should be accepted as a cruel fact of life. 


our cover picture 


‘One of the highlights of the Access Tourist Trophy at Silverstone last 
Sunday was the performance of Tony Dron in the Broadspeed Dolomite. 
He finished third overall, only losing second place in the closing stages. 


Pit and Paddock 


edited by Chris Witty 


Grand Prix scandal—FIA reinstate Niki Lauda 


The position regarding _ Niki 
Lauda’s placing at the. British 
Grand Prix has. finally been 
resolved. An eight-hour meeting 
of the FIA in Paris last Tuesday 
came down in. favour of the 
Ferrari driver. The tribunal 
awarded fifth place to Lauda, 
who it will be remembered, was 
stuck jin the pits because of the 
exit road being blocked with 
people. 

The full text of the FIA com- 
munique was as follows 

‘Whereas the documents pro 
and the concordant statements of 
the parties prove that the Ferrari 
ear No 12 driven by Niki Lauda 
fon July 20, 1974, at the Grand 
Prix of. Great Britain (John 
Player Grand Prix) was irregu 
larly stopped at the end of its 
74th lap by an official holding a 
red flag and that it was, under 
Such circumstances, " prevented 
from covering the last 30-odd 
metres separating it from the 
finishing line and thus from com. 
Pleting the race. 

Whereas such a short distance 
would normally have been cov 
ered under any cireumstay 
other than the peremptory stop- 
Ding of Lauda, which prevented 
him from finishing. in fifth post 
ton. 

Where as the essential doc 
ment established by the stewards 
over the signature of the Secre- 
tary of the Royal Automobit 
Club of Great Britain, J. P. Izod, 
relates and confirms that without 
the ‘halt’ mentioned —hereabove, 
Lauda would have gained this 
classification. 

Whereas owing to the precise 
facts of the nature present, it is 
incumbent upon the Court, in 
pursuance of Articles 171 d'and 
186 of the International Sporting 
Code to decide that without th 
irregularity in the use of the man: 
datory stop signal, constituted by 
the displaying of ‘the red flag in 
the pit area, the obstruction of the 
pit exit lane by an advertising 
car and the barrier constituted by 
@ rope preventing the driver from 
Fejoining this lane, which should 
have remained free in any case, 
Lauda would have finished fifth 
in the event, 


luced 


The decisio 


Canadian Grand Prix... + 


Whereas all the other claims of 
the parties are rejected. 
International 


xd with defining all the 


ticularly in order to establish th 
classification 
had remained, 


Sporting Code, as well as those 


for FI Manufacturers 
is appropriate 


ing from this action and the 
appeal lodged must be 


Great Britai 
‘appeat of the 
‘Club of Italy 


the Tribunat 


It judges and declares that but 
irregular use 
pit area and the 


which should ho 


res which separated him from 
the finishing line ond would hav 

n classified fifth in the eve 
tt judges and d 


1 ‘this. decision, 


classification of the event which 
had remained, 


of the International Sportin 


nplonship for Drivers 
International Cup for FI 

Manufacturers. 
It judges and declares that 
‘appealing, party 


resulting from 

this action and the appe 

will be borne by the Royal Auto- 
Club of Great Britain. 


September 17, 


Good, Judge (Belgium), Vagn Loft, 


of the FIA to reinstate Lauda into th 
must give the UOP Shadow team 


British Grand Prix 


Tietsch Judge (Fed Germany). 
Thomas R. Webb, Judge (USA), 

ide Le Guezec, Secretary of 

Us on Tuesday of 
the basis of the 
decision was a statement made 
by Mr. Izod, “Secretary of the 
Stewards of the meeting on July 
28. This statement said. that 
with the correct definition of the 
rules being used, Lauda. should 
have been allowed back into the 
race and would have completed 
74 laps and finished fifth. 

Le Guezec himself did some cal: 
culations, which, he said, were 
not considered terribly seriously 
at the tribunal but, nevertheless, 
illustrated the point 

At the time of 
had completed 
40 m 45's. He took I'm 34.4 
to do his 72nd lap, 1 m 34.6 5 
for his 78rd and’ an estimated 
I'm 38 s for his 74th, had he 
not gone into the pits. The pit 
Stop, to change one wheel, was 
estimated at 20 s. This couple 
with the fact that he had. to 
travel a further 17 me-res from 
the pits to the finish line would 
have worked out at a lap time 

1 m 88.6 s, giving him a race 
time "of 102m 436s. Cai 
Reutemann's time for the same 
number of laps was 103m 
TES *. So it is estimates. th 
had Lauda been able to get out 
of the pits and cross the line 
Gehich i all he had to do) he 
would have taken fifth place by 
20.9 s. In fact he was’ stopped 
32 metres short of the line. The 
tribunal paid tribute to” Lauda 
for not attempting drive 
through the crowd. of people 
who had gathered and blocked 
the way, “Le Guezec sald, "I 
think that a number of other 
drivers would have attempted 10 
drive through the people 

Le Guezee also explained why 
the tribunal had taken so long 
to. meet. “The RAC. failed 
answer any of my requests for 
documents on the race and it 
was not” until Mr Delamont 
arrived at the tribunal, at 11.30 
am instead of the appointed time 
of 10 am, that we had any time- 
keepers’ sheets. If he had let us 
have them before it would have 
made life easier Le Guezec also 
said. that the tribunal had been 
Genied access to the BBC. video. 

recording of the incident 


request for it was 
answered by the RAC saying, 
BBC. transmission no longer 


availab! 
McLaren's Teddy Mayer who 
was at the Tribunal to fight th 
loss of Denny Hulme’s sixth place 
should the decision goin 
Lauda's favour told us that the 
FIA refused access to him and 
Dean Delamont to the Tribunal 
and that they were “bloody 
rude" Apparently the Tribunal 
evidence from. the 
vers who claimed that 
Lauda had been mentally affected 
by the incident and it had 
caused him to fail to finish all 
the races since 
Ferrari team manager, Luca 
Montemezolo, said “Being a 
lawyer, Iam very bappy and feel 
that justice has been. done. 


RAC’s G1 
hearing 


Following Ralph Broad's app 
against the RAC's earlier dec 
sion of excluding both Andy 
Rouse and Stuart Graham from 
the results of the Martini Silver 
stone GI round on May 12, the 
RAC. met again on Monday to 
discuss the matter. in question 
and the eligibility and interpre 
tation of the thermostat regu: 
lations ‘on both Rouse's Broad: 
speed-prepared Triumph Dolo: 
mite Sprint and Graham's 
Chevrolet Camaro. 228. 

Pending last Monday 
sion, the entire RAC Ca 
G1" National Championship. was 

Rouse was in the 
the overall honours, 
he still is, for the RAC 
that although they stilt 
accept the "meal p 
with a single orifice” that 
men were using as 
Stat, they, the stewards, under 
the power’ of the GCRs, wouldn't 
take away all their points gained 
from previous rounds, So the end 
result, after months of waiting 
is that both Rous 
ham have. been omitte 
the results of the. Silverstone 


Martini meeting, therefore 
losing any” points they may 
have gained there, but heeping 


trary to the original clause in 
the regulations which related to 
any ‘competitor caught bending 
the rules Would lose all his points 
Scored. previously 


Tn Graham's case, it means 
that he loses six valuable Tarmac 
Championship points but the 


pot.tions which we'd been pub 
lishing of late (courtesy of Mike 
Kettlewell) have taken thls into 
consideration. Therefore, follow 
Ing his TT win last Sunday, plus 
the fasiest lap, Graham’ has 
extended his lead over Richard 
Lioyd, who failed to pick up any 
av all 


Pesca on BRM 


wing his departure from the 
BRM Grand Prix team last week 
along wth fellow. Frenchman 
Francols Migault, thrice Le Mans 
winner Henri Pescarolo had these 
comments to say in the French 
sporting paper L'Equipe. 

‘What I do regret,” says Pes- 
carolo, “is that I pave lost an: 
other ‘season and all these prob: 
lems have meant bad race 
publicity. What does console me 
fs that’ at the same time last 
year, the clairvoyant Mr Louis 
Staniey said, when speaking of 
Regazzoni, that he'd be lucky to 
be a chauffeur at Hertz. That 
same Regizzoni is actually at the 
head of World Champion- 
ship.” Pescarlo then went on to 
ay “If only Matra could find the 
Formula 1, we would then see 
that French drivers are capable 
nd can go as well as they do in 

sports prototypes.” 
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Jochen Mass had his first driv 


for the Yardley-MeLaren team in Canada. 


Jochen Mass’ statement 


Last Sunday's Canadian Grand 
Prix officially saw Jochen Mass 
drive another Formula 1 

besides a Surtees, the yo 
German has been under con 
to the Edenbridge-based Grand 
Prix team for the past year or so. 
His move to the Yardley-McLaren 
team has been predicted for some 
time now but, as we reported 
last week, his personal problems 
with John Surtees have taken 
time to sort out, thereby delaying 
his. official departure from Team 
Surtees, In fact his last race for 
the team was the German Grand 


Prix. but, following his own 
cholce of not driving for the 
team again, Surtees held the 


German to his contract and could 
nretically “freeze” Mass from 
ing. for any other team. 
However, we received a press 
releas2 on behalf of Jochen Mass 
‘earlier this week, although it was 
pre-dated September 26 for some 
Feason, on paper that looked sus- 
piciously like that used by 
Surtees’ other business activities 
and postmarked Edenbridge. 
“After a meeting with John 
Surtees Ltd, ! would like to make 
the following statement which ts 
a true statement of the facts 
relative to. my. non-participation 
{in recent Grand Prix events. For 
various reasons not attributable 
to the cars or the Team, I en: 


countered tremendous personal 
pressures which caused me [0 
act in @ manner whick I now 
realise was uncalled for and dis 
honourable_in view of my con: 
tract with Team Surtees Limited. 
1 would state that this contract 
was binding and that an option 
clause for 1975 did exist and also 
that this contract had been ad- 
hered to by Team Surtees. How 
ever, it has been agreed by John 
Surtees and myself that after all 
the publicity and the gossip that 
has been given to the matter. the 
Situation is. one which cannot 
Gllow our association to continue. 
As we would both Uke to think 
of motor sport as a sport rather 
than a business, it is in the in- 
terests or everybody that on 
certain conditions Team Surtees 
will release me from any obliga: 
tion relative to their contract and 
option. I would like to thank 
Team Surtees and John Surte 

for the attitude that they have 
taken over this matter and 1 
apologise for all the trouble I 
have caused. I sincerely wish the 
Team better fortune y in the 
future.”—Jochen Mass. 

It seems that Mass, in 
be released from his cont 
ad to issue such a statement t 
remedy any harm caused by the 
internal aggravations and strife 
within tne” Surtees camp. this 
year. 


The I 
Oulton round. The stewards of 
official report to the RAC 
unit as failing to compl 


banned as from next year, 


igality of the Minister engine 
Crosslé is still in doubt following an 


in Richard Morgan's Formula Ford 


inspection after the re 
meeting have 


nt BOC 
till not given 


following the race scrutineer deeming the 
with the regulations. On another front, the FF 
boys are up in arms at the prospect of the Firestone To) 


ino tyre bein 


‘despite Firestone intending to carry on 


producing it, The loss of the tyre will mean a 2s per lap reduction in 
lap times and many competitors are upset by the RAC’s decision. 
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John Webb confirmed this week 
that Snetterton is to undergo a 
further change of layout amd this 
will be completed in time for the 
F500 meeting on October 6. 
The circuit’ was reduced in 
length this year with a new 
straight which ended with a 
fairly quick Ess bend under the 


A sketch showing approximately 
the new commer will go. 


been ‘redirected, as can be seen 


Revised Snetterton 


alt the 
from markers in 


old bridge. Unfortunately this 
corner proved” to be. rather 
dangerous. and has been the 


scene. of a number of very 
serious accidents. 

Last Friday there was a meet 
ing at the circuit between Basil 
Tye of the RAC, Chris Lowe of 
Motor Circuit Developments, and 
Peter Wardle representing ‘com- 
petitors, to sort out a new layout 
at the end of the new straight 

The revised circuit will now 
have a sharp lefthander at the 
end of it which will feed into a 
Sharp hairpin, bringing the cars 
back round under the bridge. 
This will provide plenty of run: 
off area at the end of the new 
Straight while cars will be con. 
siderably slower going under the 
bridge. 

The new arrangement was 
devised by MCD following the 
unsatisfactory position’ of the 
original RAC. specification. 


trouble at. Snetterton h 


Drastic changes at RAC 


The Bossom report on the future 
structure of the RAC was made 
Semi-public last week, and it pro- 
poses some fairly drastic changes 
In the make-up of the Competi- 
The report suggests that the 
tions Committee should 
be abolished and a new Motor. 
sport Council be constituted to 
take its place. This new council 
should consist of experts from 
every field of the sport and will 
have the power to govern. 

The new Council will consist 
of representatives from the RAC 
and the chairmen of the mine 
specialist committees which have, 
Until now, served the Competi- 
tions ‘Committee. The Regional 
‘Association of Motor Clubs, the 
‘Association of Motor Racing Cir- 
cuit Owners and the Motor Sport 
Committee of the SMMT will also 
be invited to appoint a repre 
sentative. The council will also be 
able to co-op members to deal 
with special interests 

Although many other changes 
are expected to be announced 
during the coming months the 
new Council Is a good start. In 
future decisions will be able to 


be taken more quickly and effec- 
ively as they will nc- have to be 
passed to the Main Committee 
the RAC before being made 
al, Also those on the council 
are likely to be people who 
actually know what is going on 
in Motor Sport which plainly has 
not been the case in recent years. 
It is expected that ultimately 
the Competitions Department will 
be a completely separate and self 
supporting organisation rather 
than being allied to the Pall Mall 
Motoring Division. The new 
Council will have the power to 
run Belgrave Square which will 
give it’ the sort of freedom 
Fequired to make decisions in the 
interests of the sport, 


© Roger Penske, owner of the 
Michigan International Speed- 
way, is hoping to be able to 
Organise a USAC 500 mile race 
there nex: year. If the deal 
comes off, then it looks as if 
USAC will drop their current 
road races for USAC cars in 
favour of F5000 and let the 
USAC cars run in a series of four 
500 milers—Indy; Ontario and 
Pocono being the others. 


SAT LOMBARD NORTH CENTRAL 
(eo) sePT )CHAMPIONSHIP RACE MEETING 
28th ~s, ORGANISED BY B.R.S.C.C. 
NEAR oes MORNING PRACTICE RACING FROM 2 p.m. 
PARK. CHI “esc | % ADMISSION £1 ADULTS 
HI = ge oe 30p CHILDREN 


© FREE CAR PARK 
@ LICENSED BARS 


© FULL CATERING 


% LOMBARD NORTH CENTRAL FORMULA 3 CHAMPIONSHIP RACE ~ x @ PICNIC FACILITIES 

% B.0.C. GOLDEN HELMET FORMULA FORD CHAMPIONSHIP RACE 

% Supported by MOTORCRAFT MEXICO CHALLENGE RACE (complying with the ~ 5 THE PROMOTERS RESERVE 
1974 Motorcraft Mexico Challenge regulations) IME RIGHT, wiTnoUT NOTICE 

-# HISTORIC SPORTS CARS & RACING CARS plus a scratch race (or Special Saloon Cars. a bis Ge sabe anton 


For JENSEN 
in KENT 


Demonstration Jensen-Healey available 


“CAN'T STOP NOW-OCTOBER’S 
CARS AND CAR CONVERSIONS 
1S IN THE SHOPS: 


GET INTO FF WITH AN IMAGE 


FOR UNDER £1000 COMPLETE 


Buy a new image kit, and combine it with a 
secondhand engine and box, and with average 
mechanical ability you could be racing in a 
highly competitive new car by early next 


season 
perl ours interested in ecial racing Anglia and tells you Now is the time to buy and build over the 
erformance ere's one all you want to know about 
‘magazine you can’tafford to miss. _ kitling out your competition car's close season 
Cars and Car Conversions interior. 

‘October's cue looks at Super Plus: A technical feature on a Phone Alan Langridge, the image designer, 
pacers Oe be bag), 5 ay Escort; the CCC Rally on Halnaker 446 and he will discuss the car in 
inland’ Rally of 1000 Lakes and Championship; Spa 24 Hours saloon 
takes ride with Markku Alen! car race and FREE reader ads! Cotadiend sere sechuicel sirrotnarey 


‘CCC completes work on its What are you waiting for? FSL CARS LTD. 
a 


October issue out nom. 25p. 
Mike Wrigley, North of England Agent, 
Tel: 061-439 3593 (Ansafone) 


Export enquiries to Manderet Ltd, 
“fA Link House Group Publication Tel: 021-748 1447 
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We have received a press release 
from the SCCA (Sports Car Club 
of America) outlining their pro- 
posals for next year's CanAm and 
F5000 series. It says that a 
total commitment to its re 
sponsibilities as a sanctioning 
body for professional road racing 
in North America was reaffirmed 
by the Sports Car Club of 
America during a three-day meet 
ing of the organisation's Board 
of Governors which took place 
Inst week. 

Dedicated to its many obliga. 
tions to the motor indus! 
competitors, members and road 
racing fans, the SCCA reaffirmed 
continuation of the Canadian: 
American Challenge Cup series 
under rules and” specifications 
previously published for 1975 

In addition, the Formula 5000 
Championship series, under rela: 
tively unchanged specifications, is 
anticipated to expand to a 1975 


Pit and Paddock 
CanAm to continue in 1975 


schedule of at least 10 events. 
The SCCA also intends to sanc- 
tion and conduct a schedule of 
VW Gold Cup Formula Super 
Vee events in addition to events 
for a newly constituted Trans- 
American Championship and the 
Formula Atlantic series? 
"Motor racing must have a 
responsible, legitimately ccnsti- 
tuted and independent sanctioning 
body to preserve its credibility as 
& sport with the public, industry 
and entrant,” stated Cameron 
Argetsinger, the SCCA’s executive 
director and director of profes. 
sional racing. “Tha: is what the 
SCCA fs and will continue to be. 
‘Tne SCCA's Board of Governors 
directed immediate action to be 
taken to initiate similar total 
commitment. from circuit and 
event promoters. An immediate 
effort to establish 1975. profes 
sional event dates and schedules 
is underway by the SCCA’s 
Professional Racing Department. 


Graham in Loos Porsche RS 


Even before he'd won last Sun. 
day's Tourist Trophy race, Stuart 
Graham had been asked to drive 
‘one of the Georg Loos Porsche 
Carreras in the forthcoming 
British Airways 1000 Kms sports 
car race this coming weekend, 

Graham told us that he'd been 
approached by John. Fitzpatrick 
with a view to sharing one of 
the Loos’ cars with him at Brands 
Hateh. ‘The fact the Fitzpatrick, 
who has won this year's European 
GT ‘Championship driving a 
Kremer-entered Porsche Carrera, 
is driving for Loos again is also 
4 surprise move, especially when 
it is remembered that Fitz fell 
‘out with Loos earlier this year 
land left the team, 

‘When we spoke to Graham on 
Monday, he added that there was 
now a chance that he might drive 
with Vie Elford but he wasn’t 
really sure. “After all,” said 


Graham—" I've never met Loos.” 


Stuart, “I've never even met this 
chap Loos and as far as racing 
is concerned, we'll have to see 
if 1 can qualify first!” 


Neve wins 


Twenty-four-yearold Belgian 
Patrick Neve clinched the STP 
Formula Ford Championship at 
Silverstone last weekend despite 
the fact that he didn't finish. 
Neve, who comes from Liege, 
started racing in Formula Ford 
in 1971 as a protege of the 
JRRDS at Snetterton. He won 
five races in his first year. Last 
year he only competed in two 
FF races but won both 

‘This year, driving one of the 
Shellsport Lola T340s and man- 
aged by the FICA secretary Peter 
Macintosh, Neve has won 12 
races and’ pulled out_an una: 

lable lead in the STP series 
With one round to go, Neve 
cannot be caught by second man 
Geoff Lees. 


Brack comes 
to Britain 


‘The reigning Canadian Formula 
Atlantic champion Bill Brack 
‘will be coming over to race in 
Britain in November. That was 
the news from Fred Opert over 
the weekend when he told our 
Canadian correspondent that 
Brack would be driving the 
Formula Atlantic Chevron B27- 
Ford Hart that Opert has entered 
so far this season for Mexican 
Hector Rebaque in the British 
rounds of the Player's Atlantic 
championship. 


Brack will be competing, 0 
we're told, at a specially. tele- 
vised Formula Atlantic race to be 
held at Brands Hatch some time 
in November, 
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The French Alpine-Renault team scored thelr fifth successive 2-litre 
win at Mugello on Sunday thanks to Gerard Larrousse, 


Alpine’s fifth win at Mugello 


We received a press release from 
Gerard Larousse took a second 
victory over the weekend to add 
to that he gained on the Tour 
de France when he won the 
Mugello 2-litre. round, heading 
an Alpine 1-2. However, his vic 
tory was at the expense of team: 
mate Jean Pierre Jabouille who, 
in the first of the two 25-lap 
heats, led to the final lap when 
a puncture robbed him of vic 
tory and his trip back to the 
start/finish line was too much 
for the tyre and what was left 
of the waeel disappeared, too, 
Larousse wasn't in fact on 
the best of “his form, for he 
dinged the Alpine lightly in prac 
tice, and in fact. the whole 
Alpine team was led off the line 
in’ the first heat by Cosimo 
Turizio'’s March-BMW. As. Alain 
Serpagei fought to pass him in 
his Alpine, the two. made con: 
tact, upsetting the championship 
contender's handling for the rest 
of the race. So. it was 
Jaboullle who led the race, with 
Larrousse also having trouble 
with his handling as he had no 
time to adjust hes aerofoil after 
his practice incident. Jabouille’s 
last Tap puncture robbed him of 
the lead and lost him 1m 20 5, 
so that Serpagei came home 
Second, 31 s behind the winner. 
Dave Walker, in the TOJ- 
Schnitzer BMW came home third 
followed by Jean Ragnott 


In the second heat, the three 
Alpines took off nose to tall, 
Serpagei led for the first two 
laps, and then Jabouille took 
over one lap and lost out to 
Serpaggi again which is where 
the former F3 driver was to stay. 
The three drivers were covered 
by less than 2 3 at the finish, 
However, this margin was not 
sufficient for Serpaggi, who had 
@ second already to his credit, 
to ‘overhaul Larrousse for over: 
ali honours. Jean Ragnotti, who 
finished behind Walker in the 
first heat, came in behind the 
Alpines for another fourth and 
for third overall. Dave Walker 
lost his fifth place in the second 
heat when his anti-roll bar broke, 
but took fifth overall 


F5000 Modus tested 


Tom Walkinshaw took the 
Modus-Ford F5000 car out for its 
shakedown testing last week and 
has certainly stirred things up 
among the regulars. At the 
Brands Hatch Club circuit on 
Friday he got to within Is of 
the F5000 outright circu:t reco 
‘rhe Mode of coutes, ist 
first single-seater to use the Ford 
Essex block 3.4-litre 420 bhp 
engine. The main advantage of 
the engine is that its six-cylinder 
configuration is “considerably 
lighter than the universally used 
‘V8 Chevrolets. Its obvious poten- 


tial may well produce a revolu- 
tion in F500 for next year. A 
number of manufacturers are 
keen to see the engine in a race 
and the scheduled debut for it 
in the Modus is at Snetterton on 
October 6. 

Walkinshaw expressed great en- 
thusiasm for the engine when we 
spoke to him last weekend. There 
is stil a great deal of develop- 
ment to be done on the engine 
and the chassis but initial indica- 
tions are that st is virtually com- 
petitive in its current state. 


Pit and Paddock 


Johnny Rutherford’s McLaren leads Bobby Unser's E 
n who have dominated this year's Ame 


USAC title ? 


the two m 


Bobby Unser’s 


Al Unser won his first USAC 
Championship round of the year 
‘on September 15. Unser's Viceroy 
Eagle fought with his brother's 
works Olsonite Eagle for much of 
the race and when Bobby's car 
Fan out of fuel with just two laps 
left, Al swept through for an 
easy win, Duane Carter took 
second place in his Cobre Fire: 
Stone Eagle, finishing two laps 
behind Unser while Bobby man: 
aged to salvage third place and 
enough points to all but guaran: 
tee him of the year's USAC 
Championship. With two rounds 
remaining, the older Unser has 
4,140 points to the 3,290 of 
McLaren's Johnny Rutherford s0 
that Rutherford will have to win 
both the Trenton and Phoenix 
races while Unser finishes out of 
the first 10 both times 

The USAC race was held the 
day after the IROC round and 
drew. an entry of just 26 cars 
Which Was cut to 24 by practice 
shunts and blow-ups. As has 
been the ‘case at almost every 

SAC Championship race this 
season it was A. J. Foyt who 
qualified on the pole, averaging a 
staggering 201.286 mph with his 
Coyote-Foyt/Ford. Foyt's best lap 
was over half a second quicker 
than Johnny Rutherford's best in 
the works McLaren MI6D and 
a full second clear of the rest of 
the field, Al Unser started from 
the second row alongside Tom 
Sneva who again went well in 
Grant King’s Kingfish-Offy. Mario 
Andretti qualified fifth and Bobby 
Unser seventh. Gordon Johncock 
was troubled by a fluffy turbo: 
charger and started his STP 
Eagle from the sixth row. 

Te was Foyt who pulled off into 


ugle at Michigan, 
ican USAC series. 


an early lead but by the fifth lap 
he was out of the race with yet 
another burned piston stopping 
his Coyote, Johneock had moved 
up quickly from. his midfield 
Starting position and he now took 
over the lead from Rutherford 
but both soon ran into troubles, 
Johncock stopping with a duff 
‘magneto. and Rutherford losing 
time with a number of pit stops 
trying to sort out engine troubles 

For a while Mike Mosley led, 
but bis Offy broke its crank and 
with Mario Andretti also pulling 
off with a broken Offy, the race 
became an Unser brother chase 
much like last’ March's Ontario 
500. It looked as if Bobby would 
‘again prevail from his younger 
brother but as his Eagle's fuel 
Joad got lower and lower, the 
engine began to fluff, finally 
stopping within five miles of the 
end. After coasting down to the 
flat apron Bobby's Offy fired up 
80 that he was able to drive 
around to the pits right at the 
end. 

Mike Hiss finished fourth wit 
Roger Penske’s Norton MeL 
MIC, losing seven laps thanks 
to a variety of electrical troubles 
Tom Sneva also lost many laps 
after hanging on to the leaders 


during the early laps but the 
Kingfish driver ultimately 
finished fifth. John Martin's 


McLaren MIGB blew its engine 
but he did enough laps to be 
classified sixth. Dan Murphy's 
Cicada-Offy finished seventh 
ahead of Karl Busson (Vollstedt. 
Offy), Rutherford was classified 
ninth and Andretti 10th despite 
Gropping out. more than forty 
laps before the end, 


Camaro for Craft? 


Although It was originally hoped 
that former Broadspeed” saloon 
ace Chris Craft would be driving 
the Equipe Arden Triumph Dolo- 
mite in’ last Sunday's. Tourist 
Trophy race Chris told us on 
Saturday that the car was with. 
Grawn because It needed too 
much sorting and a test day 
hadn't been available. 

However, as. we've mentioned 


before, Craft was ogling the 
Chevrolet Camaros of Richard 
Lloyd, — Stuart Graham and 


Vince’ Woodman and expressed 


great interest in racing one of 
these beasts in next year's GI 
national championship. He said 
that he wouldn't mind running 
in a two-car team with the second 
car being prepared for “named” 
drivers 

The fact that Brian Muir also 
participated in his first Gl race, 
albeit in a little Mazda RX3, adds 
yet another prominent saloon 
Same” to the list of G2 aces 
who are coming around to 
accepting “production sedans.” 


G1 battle 
gets tense 


Following the leniency of the RAC 
and their decision to let Andy 
Rouse and Stuart Graham retain 
the points they have scored fol- 
lowing "their exclusion — from 
the ‘Silverstone Martini G1 

the Castrol-sponsored 
jonal G1 Championship 
has reached a tremendous climax 
with just two rounds to go, last 
Sunday's Tourist Trophy race not 
being one of them. 

With the championship con- 
sisting of 13 qualifying. rounds, 
only the best 8 scores count for 
each competitor. The points are 
scored on a 9-6-4.3-2-1 basis 
when there's six or more starters 
in the class, 6-5-4-3-2-1 if there 
fare five and 4-3-2-1 if there are 
four. If there are less than four 
starters, then no points are 
awarded. 

Now this is where it gets a 
little complicated for at the 
moment Bernard Unett Is leading 
the series with 66 pts, this being 
his best eight scores. Even though 
he has won his class 8 times, 
at two rounds, namely the first 
fone at Mallory and at Thruxton 
on Easter Monday, there were 
Teas than six starters in his class. 
Consequently he didn’t receive 
maximum points 

As for Andy Rouse, he has won 
his class six times and his best 
eight results give him a total of 
62 points. He has to do Is to win 
his class in the remaining two 
rounds, as does Unett in order 
to keep ahead. Also in with a 
chance of the championship are 
Tom Walkinshaw and Peter Han. 
son while Richard Lloyd still hi 
an outside possibility. The post 
tions as we have worked are as 


“G1 fans is Peter 
Jowitt's decision not to resign 
as the RAC's Chief Eligibility 


Scrutineer. 


Lawrence wins 


Derek Lawrence took one of the 
new Mk 9 Formula Ford Titans 
to an overall win and shattered 
the lap record by 1h s at Bridge- 
hampton, near New York, last 
weekend 

Midlander Lawrence led for 
most of the race, over 15 laps, 
and gained a comfortable win. 
This ‘was his second race for 
Titan in America. The weekend 
before he had broken the lap 
record by over a second in 
practice at Watkins Glen but was 
only allocated second place on 
the grid. A spin when well 
ahead dropped him to 15th but 
he recovered to climb back to 
fifth and set a new lap record, 

Titan have sold the car raced 
by Lawrence and while in 
America, they have brought up 
to. date several customers’ cars 
which were supplied to Mk 8 
specification. 


Fittipaldi F1 
almost ready 


Emerson Fittipaldi was reporting 
at Mosport that his brother Wil- 
son's Formula One car will be 
announced tothe press: late in 
October. Designed by long-time 
family friend Richard Divila 
and constructed almost entirely 
in Brazil, it Is antended to be 
a largely conventional machine 
and easy to sort, although the 
aerodynamics should be especi- 
ally clean. Thece has been a staff 


a 


of some 20 people involved in 
the work over the summer, and 
much consultation time has been 
devoted to the project by 
scientists at the giant aircraft 
firm Embraer. Ex-Lotus mechanic 
Itoh Yoshiateu heads. the con- 
struction team, while team man- 
ager will be Jo Ramirez who 
ends his present jcb with Tyrrell 
after Watkins Glen. 

So it's a sound enough pro: 
ject, and substantial sponsorship 
has’ been awarded by acon: 
sortium of Brazilian sugar firms 
called Copersuear. The car, which 
will be painted silver with a 
band of ‘the Brazilian national 
colours, will therefore daunt 
European, journalists with the 
name — “ Ccpersucar-Fittipaldi"! 

‘Other than Indications of Good- 
year assistance there will be no 


Richard Divila—family friend. 


ther decals, as Emerson says 
Wilson “Wants to. be like 
Hesketh, not have ‘advertising 
potlution ‘" 

Will the younger Fittipaldi 
brother ever” drive the car? 
Emerson doesn't rule out the 


possibility at some distant future 
date, but at present his only 
association is in the realm of 
advice. 


@ lan Scheckter, elder brother 
of Jody, driving the Team Gun- 
ston Lotus 72, has won the last 
two rounds of the South African 
FI championship at Killarney on 
August 25 and the new Rhode- 
sian circuit at Salisbury on Sep- 
tember 15. However, by virtue 
of coming second to Scheckter 
at Killamey following a spin, 
Dave Chariton has clinched the 
SA series once again in his 
Lucky Strike McLaren M23. 
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The Swedes are coming 


Exciting news for all followers 
of Formula 3 and a chance for 
those who have criticised it to see 
some good racing over the next 
couple of weeks. Two of 
‘Sweden's top F3 drivers, Conny 
‘Andersson and Gunnar "Nilsson 
fare planning to come over to 
Britain to compete in the final 
two F3 faces at Brands Hatch 
and Thruxton next month. Both 
have been racing their Nova- 
motor-prepared Toyota powered 
March 743s all over Europe this 
season with much success 

‘Andersson is well known to the 
British F3 scene having been over 
here on several occasions before 
and. left. a lasting | Impression 
with his forceful driving Nilsson 
has yet to race here but is 
reported to be one of Sweden's 
most promising new drivers. He 
has already competed in a couple 
of F2 races, the most recent 
being in one of the Brian Lewis 
March-BMWs at Karlskoga in 
‘August. where he was most 
impressive. He hopes to be racing 
the same car again at Hocken: 
heim this coming weekend. 

‘The Swedes have always shown 
interest in British F3 racing and 
during the l-litre era, hoards of 
them flocked across the North 
Sea to take part in all our inter: 
national meetings. Tt was then 
that_we discovered names like 
Ronnie Peterson and. Reine 


Andersson—tough customer. 


Wisell! Naturally, to be able to 
compete in British club races, 
both Nilsson and Andersson will 
have to give up their Swedish 
licences for a British one, no 
driver being allowed to hold two 
at the same time. What Is parti 
cularly interesting will be their 
Toyota engines and seeing just 
how superior this engine is over 
the twin-cams and. obe "Pinto 
units which have dominated F3 
in Britain this year. However, it 
must be noted that Jose Chateau: 
briand In the second works sup- 
ported F3 March did try a Toyota 
engine at Thruxton last weekend. 


Briefly..... 


© Gur American correspondent 
tells us that the recent $00 mile 
test undertaken by the Vel's 
Parnelli F5000 team at Ontario 
a few weeks ago proved promis- 
ing. The team were attempting 
to run a stock-block car, driven 
by Mario Andretti, for 500 miles 
on the USAC oval. The car ran 
for 170 miles before a piston 
burnt out. It Begins to. look 
doubtful whether it will ever be 
fable to run an F500 car flat out 
for a0 long, 


© During testing for March 
Engineering a fortnight ago on the 
Grand Prix circuit, 


Stuck lapped his works F2 
car in Lm 199 s, a fraction 
slower than the quickest F2 time 
fo date set by Ronnie Peterson 
{also in a March) a fow weeks 
earlier. Apparently watching the 
German through Woodcote was 
“quite a sigh 


@ Like BMW, Ford are also in. 
terested in taking at least one 
Capri to Kyalami for the 6 
Hours in November, subject. to 
the right arrangements being 
made. 


Malaysian 
win for 
MacDonald 


The Selangor Grand Prix’ was 
the second and final event of 
the Malaysian racing series was 
held on September 8 over the 
21 mile Batu Tiga circuit in 
Kuala Lumpur, the main event 
again going to John MacDonald 
of Hong Kong in his Brabham 
BT40 for the second weekend 
running. In just over a. week, 
MacDonald has picked up prize 
money totalling over £2000, from 
his Cathay Pacific sponsored car. 


The single-seater event was the 
last of the present twin-cam 
Malaysian formulae, next year 
seeing the introduction of 
Formula Atlantic as the senior 
class. 

As flag fell MacDonald jumped 
into an immediate lead, followed 
by Albert Poon (Brabham BT40), 
with the Team Rothmans Marches 
Of Jan Bussel and Peter Chan 
Teading the rest of the field. As 
the leading two. pulled away 
disaster struck for Poon on lap 
42 when his exhaust cam broke, 


presenting the race to MacDonald 


as winner of this year's European 
Mountain/Hill Climb. Cl 

ship. This is the second consecu- 
tive time that the Frenchman has 


won the series which has sadly 
lost its prestige over the past 
few years 


@ Herbert Mueller ig this year’s 
Interserie champion in the Martini 
Porsche 917-10K. 

© The Waterford Hills Formul 
Atlantic race which was held last 


Sunday near Detroit was won by 
Canadian Tom Klausler in his 
regular Lola 360. Second was 
Vince Muzzin in a Chevron B25, 


Nordstrom’s 
close F3 win 


Despite the fact that the Swedish 
Mantorp Park circuit was due for 
closure, enough sponsorship was 
found to host an F3 race there on 
September 15, The end. result 
turned out to be one of the best 
F3 races seen in Sweden this 
The race was won by Gunnar 
Nordstrom driving his GRD 273- 
Novamotor. Ve with Gunner 
Nilsson's March 743-Toyota just 
1/100th of a second behind. 
Practice had seen Nilsson get 
pole at 1m 30.07 s which wi 
Under the existing lap. record. 
Just 0.01. s slower were Conny 
Andersson (March 743-Toyota) 
and Nordstrom with UIf 
Svensson's Brisham BT41-Vegan- 
tune t/e Just behind. Tt turned 
into a total F3 slipstreamer with 
these four breaking clear and 
wolving themselves in a huge 


It all depended on the 
Jast corner which, at Mantorp, is 
tight left hairpin, Nilsson lay 
third coming into it, having. 
broken the lap record’ on four 
consecutive laps to leave it at 
1 m 30.02 s, and managed to out- 
brake Andersson, However, 
Norstrom hung on to the line to 
win by a very small margin, 


© Although he started off by 
racing Francisco Mir's F500 
Lola 'T332 in America a couple 
of weeks ago, James Hunt told 
tus last week that he would lke 
to drive the team’s Eagle in the 
remaining two races, although 
“its terribly small inside and. 1 
don't know whether T can fit in 
it which, when you think of it, 
is surprising because Dan 
Gurney's a big Ind.” 


However, we have heard that 
the Mir mechanics were upset by 
Hunt's attitude when he. first 
drove the car. Therefore It looks 
likely that former Datsun sedan 
face ‘John Morton will race the 
Lola from now on. 


CATCHPOLE 


cost 
hunt 


By Barry Foley 


i 
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/ OVER BLITILE 
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Marlhora 
Texaco 


Well Done EMERSON 


From the suppliers of windscreens to Bruce 
cLaren Motor Racing Ltd 


Development marketing specialists in the 
supply of screens and formed or coated 
plastics 


A.G.P. PLASTICS 
TT CROMWELL ROAD, LONDON, SW1 
TEL: 01-373 5186 


Sunday, 22 S 


CANADIAN GRAND 


Penultimate rounc 


World Ch 
Winner: EMER‘ 
McLAR 
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tember, 1974 


PRIX - MOSPORT 
of the Formula 1 
)pionship 


N FITTIPALDI 
| M23 


(CH 


= 


AMPION 


SPARK 
PLUGS 


CONGRATULATIONS EMERSON! 


And thanks to all the staff at 
Nicholson McLaren Engines 
from John Nicholson 
NICHOLSON McLAREN ENGINES 


GREEN LANE, HOUNSLOW, MIDDLESEX 
TEL: 01-572 3232 
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MOSPORT 


Fittipaldi beats Regazzoni 
and draws level on points: 
Lauda and Scheckter crash 


By PETE LYONS Pictures by PHIPPS PHOTOGRAPHIC 
Race Data by ALAN PHILLIPS 


Neck and neck with one race to go! Emerson Fittipaldi won the Canadian Grand Prix last 
Sunday and Clay Regazzoni was second, so the World Championship will go down to the 
15th round of this remarkable season as a dead heat. 

‘a great meeting. The first eight men on the grid, using six different kinds of car, 
were all bare'y more than a half second apart. Showing terrific determination to save his 
chances Fittipaldi put his Texaco Marlboro McLaren on pole, but at the start Niki Lauda 
pulled out a small advantage. The Ferrari's greater power meant that Niki’s ride was 
comfortable, but when at threequarters distance he went off the road on dirt thrown out by 
another car, the last chance of his taking the title vanished with a crunch into the guardrail 

‘Who had never slackened an all-out pursuit, was thus presented his third GP victory 
for he had far out-distanced every other challenger. What made the points standings 
equal at 52 was Regazzoni’s successful defence of second place from Ronnie Peterson who, 
despite having damaged a nose fin in a minor nerfing incident with another car, fought up 
from his poor grid position. Himse'f pursued hotly by James Hunt, Ronnie was baulked by 
traffic on the last lap and just missed having his last ditch try at overtaking the Ferrari. Neither 
Peterson nor Lauda therefore lave any more hope of being champion, but Jody Scheckter could 
Still just manage it—despite crashing out of what would have been second place when his 
brakes failed. 


Depailler came fifth, while Denny Hulme scored his fifth sixth place of the 
last-minute attack of Mario Andretti in the 


iso finished but a rather distant 
12th after a troubled practice and a wearing ‘Donohue. Altogether 17 of the 


Initia’ 26 starters were running by the finish, a high percentage, and most of them were 
running hard. 


10 


World Championship 
round 14 


ENTRY and PRACTICE 


ol of Canada; 
‘missing. The 


metaphorical necks and forcing them, kik 

scream as they would, round the circuit 
Perhaps the overseas circus felt a, n 

pressure too from the glistening preser 

their menagerie of 

entries from. Penske and 

machines, and indeed both teams, 

Superbly finished as everyon 


made even the best prepared of the Europqan~ 
Took suddenly aware of their season-battered 
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The Maurice ver's 
Parnelli Jones chassis, 
more sophisticated of the two. © 
and unabashedly a development cf the Lotus 
72—which the designer refers to as “the 
earlier Phillippe "—it breaks slightly innova. 
tive ground with ultra-slim lines and simpli 
fied detail layout, The main idea has been 
to get the weight, especially the fuel weight 
close around the centre of gravity, which 
itself is carried well back. By building an 
advanced, complicated, sensitive car the team 
wese taking on a pctentially arduous develop: 
ment programme, but they did it with eyes 

The Penske cars. One Eas deen laid down 
by ex-Brabham man Geoff Ferris with the 


Phillippe-designed 


coded VPJ4, was thi 


Intention of getting a simpler car right 
sconer. It does have up-to-the-minute ideas 
like rising-rate suspensicn, and there is pri 


vision for inboard front brakes, but this fir 
‘ar ever constructed by Roger Penske's team 
is intended to benefit primarily from their 
World-rtandard talents for development and 
preparation. 

Both machines had been tested well, ifn 
extensivel the Mospere. elreuit 
Mario Andretti and Mark Donohue (names { 
reckon into the general ir teams’ 
participation !) came to 


so. bot 


accompli 
at-out struggle to get the cars that 
ticipated in the Italian GP fetthed and 
sent to the other hemisphere, as well ax th 


Weight limitaticns of chartered aircraft trans 
pert, Kept the regular Fl effort to a spar 
Tevei. Only one team, Hesketh, brought a 
new iden of car, although Tyrrell did bring 
1 new car to regular specification. There were 
only a few teams with spare cars, and with 
the financially all-important United States GP 


coming. up there seemed an atmosphere of 
slight. reluctance to commit material thing 
especially engines, to the Canadian round 


‘The new Hesketh was actually the one 
written off at Dijon, rebuilt to get_ more 
weight. on the fear wheels. Harv 
Posthethwaite had moved the water cooling 


into two radiatcrs mounted parallel to and 
flush with the sides of the chassis just ahead 
of the rear wheels, in the location previously 
eeupied by his oll coolers. These latter were 
now hung out well to the rear. The duct 
noseplece, lower and leaner than the previous 
blunt object, had instead of an extended 
ehin-spoller « wide aerofoil mounted on struts 
Well forward but very. low. 


The track upon which the battle would by 
waged had been altered since last year by 
xtensive resurfacing all through the first 
third cf the lap, through Turns One, Two and 
Three. This had been carefully dc 


succeeded in smoothing much of the nc 
Mosport bumpiness, but the new mix pi 
to be particularly slippery. Coupled with the 
cold weather that prevailed all through the 
weekend, the drivers were annoyed to find 
their tyres gripping poorly, Otherwise, beyond 
fn couple of rather cosmetic installations of 
catch-fencing at the desperate ends of the 
two most severe braking zones, the Park was 
about the same, 

Practice was a battle royal. Every one of 
the 30 drivers entered (competing for what 
was supposed to have been 25 grid places) 
tried very hard, visibly so, to reach his best 
perlormance. Observers who had been con- 
fined to what seems to have been a relatively 
uninspiring North American season came back 
from each session practically gibbering with 
excitement. "The best thing we've seen this 
year!” said Autosport’s Gordon Kirby with 
Quiet, firm delight. “Wow! These guys really 
turn it ont” enthused one of the managers of 
the newcoming Americans, accustomed to 
Indianapolis where efforts are harder to see 

Certain drivers looked absolutely brilliant. 
and Fittipaldi—who also had been trying 
extremely hard last year—put his McLaren 
‘on to pots by sheer might and main. To watch 
him burl the M23 round the cramped hairpins 
and through the open, hilly swerves was 
breathtaking. He was clearly determined that 
here and now he was going to get this 
championship business settled. On Friday he 
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dis chassi Wing. Three la 
from the end ef te final Satu: ractic 
he did the. fastest time ever ee a 
practice was cut short by a few 

a brief but wet rain. shi f 

had been spotting with rain all day ; although 
that had not actually handicapped anyone 
tam urgency that defied 


ning by Lauda stood gond 0 


the outald 

val seemed 
quick 

leaving the 


" 


Jody Sch oni. Scheckter crasi 


Fords for dead up the long rising straight 
Both Niki and Regga were running more wink 
angles than other drivers felt they could 
afford, and the B3s were visibly. steadi 
through the bends, and getting their power 
down earlier than’ most ‘cars usings Fords 
Tt was possible that Fittipaldi’s quick lap 
could have been beaten by Lauda—who would 
thereby have taken his tenth pole of the 
year—had it not been for the ‘sudden tas 
minute rain, but he had to slack 
coming @ quarter of a second away from his 
morning best 

Carlos Reutemann was starcing too, 
crowding bis Brabham up with the best times 
of the others on his very last flying lap 
the day, Lole looked somehow a bit less 
forceful than the (wo Cosworth drivers ahead, 
more polished and even, He looked a lot more 
even than the man wao came fifth in that 
session and fifth on the grid, for Jean-Pierre 
Jarier was hurling Me UOP's Shadow around 
the circuit with every bit cf the fire one used 
to expect cf him. There was a lot of K 
clipping and wheei waggling, but the eff. 
hess of the method come out in his Im 
13.538 s. It beat the best ever achieved by 
Regazzoni, who with the team's training car 
took sixth grid place—just before crashing. 
Clay on his next lap came up to the higher 
fend of the circuit where the rain had just 
started, and went straight off the outside of 
the tight last corner into the new catch 
mesh. The World Champion points leader 
was not hurt, nor was the car damaged 
beyond its nose frame and one front wish: 
bone, and anyway he had his regular car to 
race. The top eight was rounded out by 
Depailler and Hunt, both of whom did their 
quickest times quite early in the final session. 
Patrick was sorting out the brand new 
‘Tyrrell, James, who did his time using Fire- 
stone rear tyres made in America, could 
probably have improved further but his, 
“lump” suddenly began to go down on power. 
He had compared the new model with the old 
early on Friday practice, and so liked the 
new one, saying it was easier to drive, that 
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brakes failed. 


The bunching 


cf them had 
‘about their cars, 
the season that 


sn the best way 
remarked Derek Gardner 


to the level with a bit more tim 


was nevertheless less happy with its handling 


it had been all 


right on Friday, which led one 


with’ more practice time it could have been 
put right. Qualifying tenth on the final grid 
was Peterson's JPS 72. Friday had gone badly 
with an engine some 600 revs down; changing, 
to the Monza-winning unit—still net rebuilt 
—cured that for Saturday. First, however, 
there was most of the morning sessicn lost 
with a gearbox seal leaking oil into the clutch, 
it was really only in the final. period, 
Shortened some 10 minutes with the rain, that 
Ronnie came to grips with the handling. It was 
just’ coming right, he said, when the day 
ended. He should have been ‘with the leading 
Rolf Stommelen was doing an outstanding 
job with Embassy's Hill-Lola, beating many 
famous people on Friday and’ coming only a 
tenth behind the fifth row on Saturday. This 
was despite engines that didn't seem very 
effective, in both the team cars. Just a tick 
behind was Jochen’ Mass, having his frst 
drive in Yardiey's M23 McLaren, Tom Pryce's 
engine went bang on Saturday morning, and 
the afternoon replacement—a very quick job 
of work by the Shadowmen—wasn't worth 
‘very much so once again as at Monza he had 
to start. behind his revitalised team-mate 
Jarier. Denny Hulme, not happy with the 
“sloppy” feeling over the bumps given by 
the tall-sidewall 13 inch tyres every Gocdyear 
runner had been given (he would have pre- 
ferred 15 inch wheels for this circuit), was 
14th on the grid. John Watson, using the 
same BT44 which had crashed ‘in practice 
at Monza (the Goldie-Hexagon mechanics and 
the Brabham works having done great work 
to repair the badly dinged tub in only a few 
days) was nothing like as impressive as he'd 
been in Italy, He had a severe head cold 
which kept him from extencing himself 
The end of the first day's practice had the 
two American newcomers. remarkably close 
her, only a tenth of a second apart 
either Andretti nor Donohue was satisfied 
their car set-up, the Parnelli proving, 
‘a lot of time was lost trying to adjust 
ther things, to have a duff shock absorber, 
and the Penske to have been fitted with too 
tall gearing. Donobue's Saturday was almost 
completely lost then when the fuel pump 
playe the team was free about admitting 
that with longer experience they could have 
traced and fixed the problem more quickly. 
Andretti did get the full day in, and gradually 
made progress in getting the elaborate chassis 
back to. its proper settings. Still he was 
having a traction problem at the back wheels; 
like Hunt he used Akron-made rear tyres to 
qualify but chose Brentford rubber to do the 
80 laps for the race 
‘The rear five rows of the grid were where 
one found mainly trouble, Jean-Pierre Beltoise 
was nearly two seconds off the pace, although 
bevend an initial problem caused by his 
BRM's brakes running too cool he didn’t. say 
much was wreng. His new team-mate Chris 
‘Amon however was most disturbed, ever «nce 
going up the straight early in Saturday 
Practice, the 201 took @ sudden weave. Ever 


third place in the JPS with a broken: fin 
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after that the car wiggled alarmingly all 
‘around the circuit, even though the crewmen 
could find nothing at all wrong with it 
Jacques Laffite just beat his team-mate Arturo 
Merzario, neither of the Williams drivers 
very happy fer in the cne case the engine 
had a persistent case of plug wetting and in 
the other the driver said the handling was 
dangerous.” Graham Hill, after a rather 
desultory practice, pulled out a good trio of 
laps in thre 15s. 

Jacky Icke had two delays with his pre- 
ferred 72. On Friday he went off the road in 
the third corner and crunched the nose against 
the barrier. The bulk of the rest of the day 
was lost then while his men changed the 
team’s one spare 76 from Peterson spec to 
his, The next day the 72 itself gave trouble. 
a fuel pressure problem finally traced to 3 
cracked internal pipe. He used the 76 again. 
reporting by the end cf the day it was “not 
to0 bad, just not very good.” Helmuth Koinigg, 
making his debut with the Surtees team, was 
getting on quite well despite the chassis 
giving strong understeer. His hapless team: 
Mate Derek Bell however lost his last chance 
to qualify when an injector nozale fell down 
into. the engine and damaged a piston. 
Vittorio. Brambilla crashed his March at the 
second turn on Friday, writing off the team’s 
“seventh or eighth " tub and eliminating him: 
self from the race, Hans Stuck stayed on the 
Foad, and in fact was driving with a lot of his 
relaxed strenath, but he, like Watson, was 
suffering a bad head cold. 

‘Amcn was 25th best finally and should have 
been the last man on the grid, but the 
‘organisers asked Canadian Eppie Wietzes to 
make up the 26th spot. The FS000 man was 
having his first taste of Fl, using the same 
rent-a-Brabham previously trled by Lombardi 
aswell as others, It was not going wel 
despite the helpful. attentions of | works 
mechanics, and apparently the back wheels 
could net be made to grip. The driver made 
no benes about feeling somewhat out cf place. 
‘and actually seemed a tit embarrassed when 
he was asked to participate. 

‘With Bell as first reserve then, and Brambilla 
out, there remained two unlucky drivers who 
failed to qualify. Ian Ashley, using the ex- 
Hexagon 42, couldn't make the car handle 
fon the springs available, while Mike Wilds 
practice was again virtually all lost witht the 
Ensign’s now notorious fuel system trouble. 
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Helmuth Koinigg made an impressive debut in the Surtees qualifying quite easily 


Mario Andretti gave the Parnelli an encouraging debut, finishing seventh, 


Right at the end cf the second day Mo Nunn 


finally sclved the problem by departing from 
recommended Cosworth piping, but it was too 
late to sort the rest of the car for a good 
The troubles at the back did mot detract 
from the spectacular line-up at the front 
The closeness cf the first eight, plus. the 
prospects of the next two coming up on rai 
day, swelled anticipaticns for a superb race 
Should practice ferm carry through to 
Sunday, even should half the fast men fall 
out there would be enough left. for a 


memorable finish 
In the morning half hour there were a 


few dramas, wich all turned out to be fairly 
minor. Lauda's engine was making a rattle 
at high revs, but the performance didn’t seem 
to ‘suffer. Reutemann complained that his 
clutch felt sticky, s0 the release bearing was 
freed up. Andretti’s car gave the most handi 
cap, fcr upon starting up there was no drive 
to the wheels, The whole half hour was lost 
as the diff was taken apart and studied. 
Nothing was found wrong so it was put back 


together—and it worked. Mario got out after 
the chequered flag and did only one lap. The 


Behind (s Rolf Stommelen who went well in the Embassy Lola 


Parnell crewmen felt that the trouble bad 
been simply that the locker, a Weisemann 
nit, was slipping at the prevailing cold tem- 
The weather looked threatening which 
prompted Tyrrells to practise wheel changes 
with Jody and the spaie car, Those worried 
about rain were annoyed further by a delay 
in the day's programme caused by an accident 
in a supporting race; then there was « long, 
aimless and rather. silly argument at the 
rivers’ meeting about whether two or three 
warm-up laps should be allowed, Some people 
were worried about tyre temperature, some 
weren't, but in any case the delay as every- 
ne went back into the pits after the two 
that were finally allowed rather rendered the 
whole matter meaningless. Still, Fittipaldi's 
crew carried four heavy blankets with them 
fas they pushed their pcle position car out to. 
lis grid place, and draped these over the four 
rve what heat was left. By 


tyres to. pi 
is time it, was over an hour’ past’ the 
scheduled race time. The sky had decided to 
lighten a little, and there were patches of 


blue here and there, but it was quite cold 
and breezy. 
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FITTIPALDI IS QUITE RIGHT. 
THE SOONER YOU'RE PAST IT THE BETTER. 


Anice performance from Emerson Fittipaldi on 
Sunday. 

His Texaco Marlboro was first past the chequered 
flag at Mosport, adding the Canadian Grand Prix to his 
successes this year. 

Now, with only one Grand Prix left this season, 
Fittipaldi is well in line forthe World Championship. 

He’s ina good position. And he’s got there 
on the ordinary Texaco petrol 


and Havoline oil you can buy 
at any Texaco station. 
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RACE 


‘There was some creeping on the line but it 
was equal so the start was clean. Fittipaldi's 
back tyres began to spin a little and wreathed 
off smoke, while Lauda alongside got it a 
trifle better and forged ahead to take the lead 


Peterson—the JPS man still pounding along pension nut that had come loose. Merzario 
in his lowly starting place but showing signs stopped to say his handling was bad, but 
of beginning to press. Both his and his team- nothing could be found wrong. 
mate's car, incidentally, had been fitted with The gap behind Lauda to Fiwtpalds, which 
ladies’ stockings over the airboxes with the ad stabilised at 2.5 plus seconds, began (0 

All. is forriven—apart from bad vibrations. {08 end running to ¢he cockpit. Somehow row after the one-quarter point of the race 

wg) Wl thea thowgh, both drivers had failed ‘0 pull the “Presently it was 4.3, and the McLaren had 
nylon away and lost the toe-ends, co from Jost the Ferrari tow. "There was still traffic, 
both the 72s was trailing an odd-looking tail. and occasionally the gap was back in the 25 
carting eee wathccoeean «rat ‘This Rradually disintegrated and fell off both racket but tha worked bath ways and at 
Regaxcont slashed Up third place, At half-distance Niki had over 5 lead. It was 

turn, Regazzoni slashed up to take third place 

Leen per pel ela Scheckter missed a gear, he explained later, still very close, and any slight drama could 

Scheckter slotting in behind. while Reutemann and lost the connection with the leaders. Soon, have flattened that Uetle cushion quickly, but 

dropped Fight Back, AM 2e cate Bot tat indeed, he looked like failing into the clutches it was no longer possible to think of Emerson 

Without breaking [or crashing jn the first of Regazzon), but by changing his driving a making a late-stages catch-up. The Ferrari 
Tittle, using a different gear, he tamed down was going too steadily. The weather looked 


lap for everyone bar a bit of dusty pushing 907° handing more to his liking and held his too; there had been a hint of rain but 


fand shoving in Turn 2. The whole 28 came avaniage and narrowly. Meanwhile, Peterson now the clouds were high and the sun was 
loging arcumd togeuer, posping was beginning to move up. taking’ Depailler shining through occasionally. Fittipaldi would 
brow at the top of he return straight and ind the flagging Reulemann have to accept second. He had, however, easily 
RVeeEUPaRenUeeeaeed nie a1 tail ebileeus amy ‘Around this juncture a rash of troubles be- outdistanced any pursuit. 
gape at all gan striking into. the mi ‘and back Scheckter had fallen over 20s behind, and 

Te went on Hike that for lap after lap, and cers. Mass, chasing Andretti hard, had-s was still in Regazzom's nights, but seemed to 
ie sas only: sradeniiy. the med, The ‘which sent the. following Watson off be holding his own. Fifth place was now 
immataroecee Tor what Thump into the barrie. The young  Pace's, as, he'd overtaken Hunt with are 
eer Nid did, Emerson, ie in continued, for a couple of taps, but markable “manoeuvre on. the inside of ‘Turn | 
Seemed able to. match, The McLaren was fishman ‘had’ to come slowly round 19 two. Peterson hed overtaken Jarier and was 
seed ae iene Gut foc along ime it the pits. He described “the handling being pressing Hunt. They were shooting around the 
raed ee oeningh farther behind. “the wrong. but N took @ second stop belore the circuit nose tO tail, and when they came Up 10 | 
gropped not much | farther pening me buckled rear wheel was seen. This was re- lap Mass: the M23 driver moved over for the 
few cha’ Portal os the Placed and he continued—to the subsequent Hesketh but then chopped across In front of 
Nang. “straight=—""You needed binoculars 9 appointment. with il fortune that was the 72. Peterson's left front nose fin was bent 
see htt However, the tow from the Aus. decide the winner of the race sharply down, but he recovered and set off | 
rian’s car was enough to suck the Ford car Meanwhile Stuck had been In and out with chasing Hunt’ again 
Along. and the 312 was still being pressed. fuel pressure trouble, the March finally quit Pace, six laps after half distance, broke 


had overtaken Regaz; Wat on the circuit and Hans had to walk back, ff and came blasting down the crowded pit 


two laps and drawn ahead, so by Ul feeling depressed now to add to his iilnes road at something near 100. mph to change a 
Very quick-sceming taps had been run off the  Beltoise, too, came in, the first time to fix  blistered rear tyre. This dropped him, unfor- 
picture was this: Lauda Was now 22's ahead the airbox where it was fouling che throttle tunately, out of the chase, and at the same 
bf Fittipaldi, with the Tyrrell 4.5s behind that. linkage, and later to change tyres. Then moment Jarier disappeared with a halfshaft 
r d'Ferrati was 11's behind the first Reutemann came in, too, aleo to change tyres, broken, Hardly had this part of the race 
one, ‘while fifth was Hunt leading a string as his fronts were rolling” badly. Weltzes deteriorated than Scheckter was missing 

of Pace, Jarier, Reutemann, Depailler and stopped and bis crew tightened up a rear sus- well —walking back from where his car 


Ronnie Peterson traited James Hunt for many laps before slipping past. The two then challenged Regazzoni for second place. 
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Chris Amon comes to Lord John 
for a quick gear change. 


Racing around the world, means that Chris Amon gets to see some 
of the best menswear around, 

Yet he still reverses back to Lord John. 

At Lord John he knows he'll get the styling, the fit and the quality 
that sets Lord John a cut above the rest 

Why not come and see our new Autumn collection. 

At Lord John, we have a credit account scheme that lets you have 
immediately, clothes worth 24 times your monthly subscription. If you 
join the credit scheme before November 30th we will put in one month's 
‘extra subscription as a welcoming gift 

Call into a Lord John store today or send the coupon. 
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JOIN 


5, Warple Way, Acton, Lor 
jelephone: 01-749 3627, 


Addres: 


Tet: es 
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‘was crumpled into the guardrail ! 

A few laps earlier, he said, he'd felt some- 
thing snap in his front brake system. Tyrrells 
have had brake drive straps break before, 
and had this happened in testing or practice 
Jody would have come straight into the pits, 
but with the race — and points — at stake he 
gambled nothing further would go wrong. He 
lost. The other straps broke one by one, 
suddenly the right front wheel lost all braking, 
and 007/3 wrote itself off against the barrier. 

‘So now, coming up to 50 laps gone, it was 
Lauda leading Fittipaldi by about 5.5 s. Regaz- 
zoni was a distant third, being menaced now 
by Hunt who was being pressured by Peterson. 
‘Thus there were still five of the original 10 
fast men left, and they were still involved in 
@ motor race. It all looked fluid and fascinat- 
ing, and everyone was driving hard, and it 
was getting {0 be germane to scribble out 
‘the possible shape of the World Championship 
should each new development hold to the 
chequered flag. 

Fittipaldi was still driving as hard as he 
could, “trying to push Lauda even though, 
with the Ferrari that far ahead, the McLaren 
was some 200 revs down on the straight com- 
pared to its speed when in the slipstream, 
Niki himself was driving as coolly as he 
could, keeping only as much advantage over 
Emerson as he thought he needed. He did 
set fastest race lap at threequarter distance, 
but there was the morning engine rattle to 
think of, and he was using a gear higher than 
normal in places to keep the revs down. 

Possibly “that was his undcing. Part-way 
round his 68th lap, with but 12 to go, he 
came up into the sweeping right-hander on 
Turn 3 and found earth and stones all 
‘over the road. At some point there Laffite 
had had a moment, but the main problem 
seemed to have been Watson's. The BT44 
driver arrived at that place, put on the brakes 
—and the right front suspension collapsed 
Something had evidently been damaged by the 
earlier shunt at this same corner, and now 
with the brake hose severed the car went 
diagonally in across the apex showering ditt 
across the apex of the racing line. A couple of 
other cars apparently made it through safely, 
but the race leader didn’t. Lauda came up inio 
the corner on bis normal line at his normal 
speed, over the blind brow, and went sliding 
helplessly straight across into the barrier on 
the outside, 


‘That changed everything. Fittipaldi was 
leading by some 20 and there was plenty of 
space behind so Regazzoni was not a threat 
Indeed, Regga was being threatened. The fight 
between Peterson and Hunt had brought them 
right up to the second place car, which with 
its fuel mixture off wasn't running cleanly. 
Rorinie, who had closed remorselessly on the 
Hesketh despite his damaged nose, was right 
up in the slipstream and looking for a way 
by. He definitely wanted to get by out of the 

im, because at one point at maximum 
the hump on the straight the JPS had 
lifted its askew nose at least a metre into the 
air! James, at the same time, was suffering 
his engine's rev limiter creeping downward, 20 
he was getting only 10,200 rpm. At about the 
same moment Lauda disappeared, Peterson 
appeared around in front of Hunt, and now 
ft'was only a matter of feet up to Regazzoni. 

It became tingling stuff. The gap shaved 
down: 14s, Lis, 108 with two laps 
to go it was’ half a second, and as the 
Ferrari and JPS flashed by the pits to start 
their last lap it was 04. But the track an- 
nouncer at the far side of the circuit described 
how Regga was coming up to lap a slower 
ear — Donohue's Penske — and how he got by 
going on to the straight. As they all popped 
Into sight at the top of the straight the Penske 
was still sandwiched between, and it stayed 
between all the way through the last swerves 
to the finish line, and Peterson was behind 
Regazzoni by 1.4. 

So there it was: the amazing points situ 
tion. Fittipaldi’s nine and Regazzoni’s six 
made it 52 for each man. Like a bad novel! 

‘There was more going on on the race 
track, though. Hulme, after getting around 
Andretti quite early in the race, found he 
couldn shake the USAC star. For the rest of 
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the distance he had the Parnelli car in his 
mirrors, sometimes small but towards the 
end increasingly large. Just before the end 
Fittipaldi came round to lap them both. 
Emerson, free now of the need to chase 
Lauda, ‘saw no reason to pull away from his 
team-mate. But Denny did! He wanted clear 
space in front, because Andretti, smelling 
championship points, was going ali out. The 
Parnelli was Still no good getting out of 
comers, but it was getting in very well, its 
braking power looked phenomenal. As the 
trio of cars came round for the last lap, 
Emerson relaxedly looking for his chequered 
flag. Denny was anxiously looking in. bis 
mirrors at Mario's crowding nose. Bul he held 
him off, and kept his place—which had be 
come sixth. 

‘There were still 17 machines running at the 
end. Laffite had come in just before the 
chequer, to have his third tyre change of the 

"¢; there was nothing mechanically wrong 
with ‘the Iso so actually there were still 18 of 
the 26 starters in running condition. The two 
BRMs, however, beh of which had been in 
and out of the pits 10 report handling trouble 
and- proven it by painful slowness on the 
track, were not counted officially as finishers 
Mass, who had spun another couple of times, 
was counted as last official Anisher. 

Going up from there, Hill had had another 
steady race without mechanical trouble, as 
did Stommelen who finished a lap ahead. 
Tckx had looked to be driving with crouble 
from his brakes, for he was all over the 
road going into the hairpin; besides that his 
fear ‘tyres had been running so cool and 
oo Feng Spa cg real (een ny 
rubber left to “do another 51 Grands Prix.” 


Pace chases Fittipaldi. Note the nearside rear tyre on the Brabham. 


Like his team-mate's, though, bis nylon stock- 
ing had finally come away. Donohue, who had 
been studying Graham Hill's technique for 
many laps earlier in the race, had. finally 
gotten by and run on to finish his second- 
ever FI race. One of Mark's front tyres was 
Vibrating bacly from a gap across the splice, 
and the terrific vibration was sending pains 
through his arms and adding to strain inhi 
neck muscles. It'd been eight months since he'd 
done any kind of racing at all, and he was 
finding the strain a bit beyond his level of 
Stness 

Koinigg’s hard, determined drive into 10th 
place brought out a big smile on John Surtees 
face; the young Austrian had been coping 
with ‘severe understeer but had driven cleanly, 
and his new boss reckons he has a real " find.” 
Reutemann’s and Pace's tyre troubles finished 
them ‘together, while ahead of the stirring 
last-ditch Hulme-Andretti fight Depailler had 
motored unobtrusively into fifth overall. Pat- 
Fick had, as he apparently often does, fallen 
back from the start, but thereafter his lap 
speeds were very much like those of Scheck- 
fee's; he was still on the leader's lap. 

Had it not been for the increasingly tense 
points battle the Canadian GP would still have 
been a race full of interest and excitement, 
but the needie-match outcome made it a 
memorable one. The World Championship can- 
not ever have come down to a situation like 
this one (historians will be heard in an orderly 
fashion, one at a ime). Whatever happens 
at Watkins Glen cannot fail to be terrific 
entertainment ; certainly every enthusiast on 
the globe must have chosen’ sides by now 
and placed his bets. The US GP'is going to be 
something to watch, 
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Bobby Unser, the eventual winner, hides Cale Yarborough 


David Pearson follows leading 


‘A.J. Foyt and Richard Petty, who eventually came together at the back of the leading group. 


MICHIGAN 


Bobby in control throughout 


By GORDON KIRBY.’ Pictures by CHARLES LORING 


at Michigs 
tactles arous 
and prepared Chevr 
of them hard 


ternational Speedway. 


‘Camaros, 


nske’s International Race of Champions started last weekend 
was a fine race, a fascinating ri 
the 2,0-mile superspeedway. The 12 select men drove Mark Donohue-designed 
nd at the en 
It. Bobby Unser had towed bis way 
wundered Into the final lap the USAC man was still cont 


of slipstreaming and 


the 100 mile race there were still six 


was pushing Unser tightly and it seemed as though he had the only car with the necessary 


horsepower to tow by Bobby. Stringing along close behind Yarborouj 


‘were David Pearson, 


Bobby Allison, George Folimer and Emerson Fittipaldi and as they raced into the banking 


for the last time all six of the Chevy VBs st 


eyeing their mirrors, feeling the balance of thelr car and wait 
‘and into an eleventh hour victory. 
hele places, the six cars jamming closer and closer 


flick thelr way out of 
ie the backstraight they 


leading car's slipstream. About 
‘across. the line, both of them having 


turn they dropped with st 


ater’ Ronnie 


‘troubled and frustrating race and | 


ined hard against their rev-limiters, the drivers 


for the very latest, perfect 


no hint of any car jumping out ef line 


bie 10 jump out of the 
led Johnny Rutherford 
tly came Graham 


Hill, wl alone after losing many laps having faulty electrics sorted out. Jody Scheckter spun 


out of the I 
ty and A. J. Foyt shunted together whi 


‘With ‘the Michigan oval requiring only a couple of quick ti 


ling group early in the race and clipped the outer guardrail while Richard 


‘on to the back of the leading group. 
of the throttle this race was 


decided by the draw for cars just before the start. As Richard Petty said: “The guy who had 


the mos 


‘horsepower won and the guy with the least horsepower was stuck at the back.” 


Neverthatess, the dozen champions enjoyed their race and they are all looking forward to having 


more fun at Riverside late next month. 


This year's IROC has been expanded and 
modified from last year's format. This first 
round at Roger Penske's own Michigan Inter: 
national Speedway would be run on the 2.0. 
mile oval, the next two rounds will be on 
Successive days around Riverside’s road cir- 
cult (this is in late October in conjunction 
with America’s final F5000 race) and the finale 
will be on the Daytona oval —not the road 
course — in mid-February. Like last year all 
of the races are being taped and will be 
televised by the ABC network in the weeks 
previous to the Daytona finale. Penske and his 
TROC partners Les Richter and Michael Phelps 
re looking forward to further expansion of 
ext year's series so that there might be a 
round or two somewhere in Europe. “ Most 
jith an established race such as 
suggested Phelps. 
‘The Chevrolet Camaros which are being used 
for both this year's and next year's IROC 
have been built up in Penske's Reading, Penn- 
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workshops. Penske told Mark Dono: 
he would like to use Camaros (Roger 
is, after all, @ Chevrolet dealer in Detroit) 
sometime in June and a few weeks later 
work began on the prototype. “I told Roger 
T would build the Camaros if 1 could have a 
completely free hand and didn't have to con- 
form to any set regulations.” said Mark 
Donohue’s resulting car is an object lesson In 
formulating sensible car construction para 
meters. Each of the Camaros have cost some. 
where in the region of $15,000 to build and 
Donohue says that he could sell all of the 
bits in a “kit car” package. Considering that 
the Camaros lapped Michigan within half a 
second of the NASCAR record, Donohue's 
design achievement is nothing short of out 
‘Standing. 

Donohue was assisted by Don Cox and Jay 
Signori in laying out the design and construc- 
tion techniques for the IROC Camaros. They 
hired a dozen mechanics for the project and 


began work just after the announcement of 
the Penske Fl car at the end of June. Two 
months later they had produced 15 cars while 
testing and developing the prototype both at 
Michigan and at the team’s Reading skid pan. 
“You wouldn't believe the number of hours 
we put in,” said Mark 

‘Donohue’s approach in building the cars 
was to keep everything as simple and as cheap 
as possible. "If we could do anything quicker 
‘or more cheaply we would find a way and do 
itv" The chassis were stiffened and made safer 
with a straightforward roll cage; “based o} 
things we learned with our TransAm car.” 
‘The roll cage connects the front and rear 
subframes which remain unchanged. All the 
Suspension pickups are unaltered although 
stiffer springs and shocks are used and proper 
front and rear anti-roll bars have been added, 
Although the interiors of the cars have been 
‘stripped the bodywork itself is unlightened, 50 
that at 3,200 Ib the Camaros are barely lighter 
than a showroom stock version. Fortunately 
the Michigan oval required no braking at ail 
but something still has to be done to make 
the heavy cars stop and continue to stop 
throughout the Riverside races, 

‘The 350.cu in engines were balanced and 
blueprinted and the compression ratio ralsed 
to 11:1, Standard Chevrolet speed equipment 
such as Edelbrock intake manifolds, Hedman 
headers and Carillo rods had been added to 
the engines so that they produce some 440 bhp 
at 6500 with the rev-limiter set at 7200 rpm. 
This power drives through a Muncie four: 
speed gearbox into a Holman & Moody-built 
differential with a 3.251 

For this first race and the two Riverside 
rounds points are awarded on the following 
basis from first through to 12th : 18-16+14-12 
10-9-8-7-6-5-4-3, The last three drivers will 
be eliminated for Daytona and the points there 
will be awarded as follows: 100-60-45-35-25- 
20-20-18-15. Each point earned is worth $300 
land there's a $5,000 bonus for winning the 
first three rounds! 

Three of the Camaros were set aside ax 
practice machines for the 12 select drivers 
and one of these was chosen as the qualify: 
ing car. It would be used by each of the 
drivers for two qualifying laps with a set of 
freshly-scrubbed Goodyears boked in place. 
Donohue would scrub the tyres on a given 
car, they would then go into place on 
‘qualifying car and after a qualifying run the 
tyres would come off and go back on the same 
ear on which they had been scrubbed. 

‘The dozen drivers began to tfickle into 
Penske's race track by mid-week prior td 
this firut round. From European road racing 
(Formula One to you and 1) came Ronnie Peter: 
son, Emerson Pittipaldi, Graham Hill and 
Jody Scheckter. From American road racing 
‘came lonesome George Follmer, From NASCAR 
came Richard Petty, David Pearson, Cale 
Yarborough and Bobby Allison; and from 
USAC came Bobby Unser, Johnny Rutherford 
and A. J. Foyt 

Tt ‘was the Fl drivers who did the most 
practice and rightly so. Here they were driv 
ing stock cars (a:though the NASCAR men 
stressed that the Camaros were much more 
like TransAm cars in performance and feel) 
on a high-banked oval and for all four of 
them this was a brand new experience. 

jevertheless they adapted well and within 20 
laps they were all down to thoroughly com. 
petitive times. 

Bobby Allison was the fastest in practice 
doing two very neat and consistent laps just 
0.07 apart. Pearson and Yarborough’ man- 
aged identical fast laps with Pearson earning 
the higher grid place because his second lap 
was a hair quicker than Cale’s. Petty was the 
first of the four to qualify and tried a low 
line through the banking which didn't work 
s0 that he was the slowest of them. In all 
cases the first lap was faster than the second 
lap. because the tyres would heat up and 
make the orange Camaro a little loose so it 
‘would scrub off speed coming off the banking. 

Tt was much later in the day when the 
other driver were allowed to qualify. The 
temperature had dropped noticeably although 
the wind had picked up 50 it seemed the two 
changes would neutralise each other. With 
Fittipaldi away testing his F1 McLaren at 
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‘Mosport and Foyt and Rutherford arriving late, 
there were just five afternoon qualifiers. Some 
how Graham Hill didn’t get a chance to draw 
a. qualifying number so. he too would wait 
unill the next day leaving Unser, Scheckter, 
Peterson and Folimer to complete the day's 
qualifying. 

‘Unser stepped into the orange car wearing 
a pair of black Oxford brogue shoes. “These 

fe all 1 have,” he joked. Mis two laps were 
Clean enough’ so. that he was faster than 
three of the NASCAR drivers. Jody Scheckter 
went out next and despite a couple of 
moments he was a full tenth of a second faster 
than Unser, "I don't understand it,” said 
Jody, “they were bad laps. 

‘Then came Ronnie Peterson. Superswede 
aimed the Camaro tightly off the fourth turn 
land shot past the timer’s stand in the lowest 
lane of the banking, but the electric eye 
missed him, The next Jap the Camaro thun. 
dered even lower off the final turn and 
flattened out on to the apron. This time the 
timer worked and Ronnie's lap was just a hair 
faster than Unser's. But he was given an 
additional single lap to make up for his missed 
first tap. 

‘This second effort was a real flier. Peterson 
chucked and ‘twirled the Camaro briskly 

ound the banks and again throttled low 
past the timer in just 46.18 s— barely half a 
Second slower than the NASCAR record. "It 
seems to be fairly easy,” said the easy Swede 
of driving the big Camaro, “and I like this 
car anyway, It oversteers just right for me.” 
Fotmer did two very consistent Inps within 
half a second of Peterson's best yet it left 


‘A champion interviews another. Under the 
btack cap, headphones and aeriat is Jackie 
Stewart and on the left, race winner Unser 
explaining how he did it. 


him as the slowest of the eight qualified 

Graham Hill was the first to qualify the 
next day. His two laps were perhaps the 
Cleanest of anybody's as he worked gently 
‘and smoothly at the throttle coming away with 
A best lap just one-hundredth slower than 
Allison. Then AJ slipped into the car. He 
powered around very quickly but just after 
he crossed the line he throtcled back and 
came in after an easy lap. “ The damn seat's 
broken,” drawled Foyt. The seat had collapsed 
‘on its ‘supports just as the Texan swept into 
his first flying lap. “But that was a good 
lap,” sald Foyt and he was happy enough not 
to press for another qualifying run. His lap 
was second only to Peterson and he was on 
the front row. 

Fittipaldi was next up, flicking his way 
deeply into the first turn of his first lap 
only to find himself going too quickly and 
spending most of the corner sorting out a 
Tong. slide. The Brazilian's second lap was 
much smoother, and faster, but, like every 
body, it was not as fast as was ideally pos- 
sible. The other McLaren driver—the USAC 
kind —ended the IROC qualifying and for 
some reason he was just plain slow despite 
running very clean laps. Rutherford's best 
lap was just 0.7s slower than Peterson, yet 
it'left him right at the back of the grid. 
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‘That night Fittipaldi, Peterson and 
Scheckter sat in the garage chatting at length 
wih Bobby Unser about the techniques of 
NASCAR-style drafting. “You have to re- 
member that everything that you do in the 
draft will upset the other guy's car somehow,” 
Unser was saying “You can't dive inside 
somebody and drift up inside him so that 
he'll have to back off or hit the wall. As we 
say, you have to give a man racing room. 
If you chop off Cale or Richard or AJ they're 
just gonna come back and hit you!” The three 
FI men sat around thoughtfully. “1: really is 
almost the same as Formula 1 that way, 
Emerson suggested. Then they fell into a con. 
versation about the previous weekend's Italian 
Grand Prix and, for a while at least, the 
problems of drafting in among 2 pack of 
Camaros was forgotten. 


RACE 


Te rained in Delaware on Friday so 
NASCAR drivers had to rush through a Sat 
urday morning qualifying session there and 
fly to Michigan in Roger Penske's Learjet. By 
mid-day they had arrived and the drawing for 
cars took place. Shortly the 12 men would 
climb into the car they had. picked by num: 
ber from a bag. They would drive that specific 
Camaro for the very first time ax the pace car 
Jed them through four warm-up laps. As 
George Follmer said: “We're gonna learn a 
in that first core; 

Finally the dozen Camaros were rolled out 
Into the pit tane in their two by two forma: 
tion and the drivers began to amble out from 
the changing rooms in little knots. Halfway 
down the pit lane Mark Donohue was busily 
organising an emergency pit full of tyres and 
Spares should anybody be forced in. As soon 
fas he had that under control, Donohue walked 
down between the cars checking with the 
drivers and he was soon waving his arm in 
the air, indicating to Les Richter that it was 
time to. start the cars. 

‘OW they rolled for their four laps behind 
the pace car. On the fourth lap the pace car 
Quickened its gallop and pulled low on to the 
‘apron, scurrying for the pits as the dozen, 
bright Camaros began to bunch up and accel- 
erate down the back straight. Through the 
fourth turn they boomed in a tight, parallel 
line formation. Peterson's white car and Foyt 
red one pacing the field at the front and Alli 
ton pressing his blue nose tight bebind 
Peterson's rear bumper, 

‘As they flashed beneath the green flag 
Allison dove low and began to edge inside 
Peterson white Foyt pressed his way tight 
beside the Grand Prix driver's white car. 
Bobby Unser's black number seven car had 
already accelerated hard on to Foyt's bumper 
and now as Allison found himself forced. to 
drop in behind Foyt, Unser came barrelling 
down the back straight, leaping past both of 
them and into the lead. Through the third 
and fourth turns they thundered, spreading 
themselves across the road in thick clots of 
colour, each driver searching hard to find his 
and his car's balance and pace. 


[Sa 


The leading group sweep through one of the banked turns of the Michigan Superspeedway. 


Down the curving back straight they flashed, 
Unser leading strongly from Foyt, Allison, 
Peterson and Hill. Into the first turn they 
arced, their exhaust pipes banging hard against 
the asphalt and throwing up a shower of 
orange sparks as they towed two and some- 
times three abreast through the banking. For 
a few laps they pressed on like this but the 
race soon began to take on a clear form. 

It was the two dark cars of Unser and 
Yarborough at the front, Unser leading and 
Yarborough hanging on. Sometimes Cale 
could nose his way beside the USAC man but 
it was Bobby who was controlling things. 
Right behind them was Peterson trying all 
kinds of lines and angles and holding his own 
admirably. Foyt and Pearson were right there, 
too, while Scheckter was holding on to them, 
diving his way deeply into the bankings and 
looking as fast as any. Rutherford was clearly 
stuck with a powerless car for he was un- 
able to hang on to the tow and was 
dropping farther and farther behind, while 
Hill bad to stop after a couple of good laps 
with a weakening engine. 

‘After a dozen laps Peterson began to fall 
back through the field, finding his car ove 
steering more and more so that as well 
losing speed through the bankings it wa 
becoming ever harder to drive. So it was 
Scheckter who ted the Grand Prix contingent 
now, forcing his way into a strong fourth 
position in the midst of the NASCAR men who 
had now consolidated their places in the lead: 
Ing lot behind Unser, But on the 16th lap 
Jody dove too deeply Into the first turn and 
his Camaro began to twist about its axis 
more and more. He kept his foot down, twi-l 
Ing on lock faster and faster, but then the 
car finally slashed out of the groove and 
bounded into the guardrail and down across 
the track. Jody jumped from his bent car and 
the yellow flag came out 

For half a dozen laps the yellow held, but 
these slow laps would not count as part of 
the official 50 laps so that if there were 
enough yellows there could be a fuel prob- 
lem. Finally the green light blinked on and 
immediately the long train broke up. It was 
Unser, Pearson, Yarborough, Petty and Foyt 
who shot away while Fittipald! held the rest 
up waiting to get to the starting line before 
putting his foot down, Lesson one of stock car 
etiquette for the Brazilian, The next time he 
would be ready. 

But for now there was nothing that Fittl- 
paldi or the others could do, They had lost 
the tow and all they could do was to wait for 
another yellow. 

It came finally, after 38 laps, just when it 
began to 1ook hopeless. There were still five 
cars towing about at the front and Petty, 
who had been Just hanging on at the back 
decided to try a run to the front. His oppor- 
tunity came when Pearson and Foyt crossed 
each other up coming out of the second turn 
and as they worked at picking up lost speed, 
Richard swept deep into their tows and began 
to edge inside them along the back straight. 
As they banked into the third turn Petty w 
holding himself inside Foyt, but AJ was in- 


George Follmer, Emerson Fittipaldi and Bobby Allison ran together like this for fourth place for 


much of the race, Allison finally squeez: 


tent on holding his ine while Richard found 
his comparatively weaker car begin to loose 
traction and slip high. In a flash the two cars 
touched and slid high towards the guardrail 
Both banged hard against the rail and slipped 
back to the apron. 

For some eight laps the yellow held while 
the cars of Foyt and Petty were towed away 


ie home from Flim 


‘and. Fittipaldi. 


and hang on. Unser and Yarborough leaped 


away and for a moment it looked like they 
might be able to break free of the rest but 
Pearson, the Silver Fox of stock car racing, 


worked his way gently around the oval and 
held them in range s0 that he was able to 
se their tow to pull his way back to Yar 
borough's bumper. Foilmer, Allison and Fitt 


No matter what anyone tried it seemed im: 
possible to make any change in their place. 
‘The race had finally become one of luck — 
whomever had chanced on the most powerful 
car seemed likely to win and so on down the 
ine. At the front it was Unser still holding 
the lead as he had for all but one lap since 
the start. Yarborough was next, then Pear 
son, Allison, Follmer and. Fittipaldi, Allison 
was trying all kinds of lines but he just 
didn’t have the power to pull out of anybody's 
Slipstream and he finally’ fell behind Follmer. 
‘As Unser said after: “I had a good car, it 
had good horsepower, and 1 couldn't have 
dialed it in any better if I had tried.” 

Ronnie Peterson and Johnny Rutherford 
towed around by themselves gradually losing 
time to the first bunch and finally finishing 
nearly half a lap down. Peterson's troubles 
were aggravated after Scheckter’s shunt for 
the South African's spinning car had chipped 
the Swede's rear fender and torn part of it 
free s0 that Ronnie lost some aerodynamic 
downforce and found himself fighting even 
more oversteer. On one lap he found himself 
sweeping through the banking with two full 
turns of lock twisting through the chassis ! 

Graham Hill got going after losing 15 laps 
in the pits. Donohue's men changed the dis- 
(ributor, and checked the whole electrical 
system but the car was still down on power 
and although Graham was able to stay on the 
same lap as the others he was unable to 
hang on to anybody's tow, 

For Riverside, of course, the Michigan 
finishing order 1s reversed so that Scheckter 
starts on the pole and Unser and Yarborough 
Start on the back row. That should be even 
more exciting than the Michigan towing match. 
The International Race of Champions 1s slowly 
coming of age. 


Then the yellow flicked off and this time most ald! all hung on to Pearson and as the race 
of the remaining nine cars (Hill had got going swept into its final stages it was a tight, six 
again) were able to throttle away early enough car train chasing for the lead. 

NOGARO 


Tambay trounces the field 


Story and pictures by Paul Thompson 


Patrick Tambay, scored his first ever F2 win 
land the second this year for the Elf 2 team, 
Firestone and Schnitzer, after a smooth per- 
formance, in the small non-championship race 
fat Cireult Paul Armagnac Nogaro, France, last 
Sunday. 

Initially, he had to dispose of Michel 
Leclere and Tim Schenken, while Jean-Pierre 
Jaussaud made It a four-ear scrap for the lead 
in the first half, Leclere dropped back with 
fan ol leak and low pressure, before moving 
back up. ahead of a great dice between 
Coulon, and French “coming man” Rene 
‘Arnoux, Jaussaud looked set to take Schenken 
when an electrical wire came adrift causing 
Fetirement. Coulon 100, fell by the way once 
more with 
Arnoux to 
impressive drive, behind Leclere. 

Whether or mot Schenken could have held 
on to pole man Tambay is difficult to say, for 
Fight from the beginning he was having to 

‘with too much braking on the 
him. to lock up. The 
other “Lotus cub” Jim Crawford, was also 
making his F2 debut with one of the Harper 
taking fifth a lap down after a 

ve, in the wildly oversteering car. 
Only 15 cars turned up at the tight 
little cireuit set in beautiful country, but it 
we and but for the high 
retirement rate would have held much interest 
right to the end. Tambay's win has been on 
the cards for some time now, but with 
Arnoux finally having got his chance, next 
year should be French property in F2. Laffite, 
‘Tambay, Leclere and Arnoux, could well be 
near unbeatable! Maybe Crawford, with some 
money and a good team behind him though, 

could give them a run? 


22 
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Lying in the pays of Gers in South West 
France, the small town of Nogaro, is famous 
for its thermal waters wine, and Armagnac 
the latter a distilled liqueur made from the 
grape. Paul Armagnac, from this family was 
Siso-a small time racing driver, killed at 
Montihery over ten years ago, so the family 
and locals named their then new, little club 
Circuit after their hero, For many years, the 
fone mile track hosted ‘club racing, and each 
year held the Grand Prix of Nogaro, usua:ly 
for F3 cars, earlier F Junior and, more re 
cently, for 2-litre sports cars. This year 
enough money was gathered together, to pro- 
mote a non championship F2 race on their 
extended track, now just under two miles 
The extension was completed last year, since 
when a couple of 2-litre races have been the 


big events, won by Beltoise and Larousse 
Other “names” winning here have included 
Cevert, ‘Pescarolo, Jaussaud (five times a 


winner here in F3) Jabouille, Schlesser, John 
Love, and Trevor Blokdyk. $6, the locals have 
come to expect {0 see some real racers 
and a representative 15 F2 cars showed up, 
with naturally enough, @ French bias. 


ENTRY and PRACTICE 


Three Elf 2s showed up for Patrick Tam- 
bay, in the single Santoni managed car and 
Michel Leclere along with the Lotus recruit 
and rising French star. Rene Arnoux, in the 
de Chaunac models, Tambay, who last year 
was dicing with Arnoux in F. Renault, and 
who this year has shown so much promise 
Alongside, Jabouille, took his first F2 pole 
position “from Tim Schenken, to uphold 
ational honours. The EW had been totally 
Febuilt since the Enna shunt with new geo- 


Patrick Tambay—first ever F2 win. 


metry and radius rods, while other tweaks 
Seen on Jabouille’s car were taken off at the 
last minute when Jean-Pierre decided not to 
take responsibility i anything happened, The 
hose, still Mat, was mounted more strongly 
also being lighier and used new Gotti wheels. 

‘Two one hour sessions were allowed on the 
Saturday, but most of the French teams had 
been at Nogaro all week to get in some test- 
ing. It did not work out however, with rain 
dampening the proceedings until Friday. 
Tambay got down to his 1m 129s in the 
morning, finding just a little trouble with 
third gear, but in the afternoon with no one 
really approaching his time he was not trying 
and preferred to concentrate on full tank tests 
‘and bedding in tyres and pads, 

"The Ecuador/Marboro equipe had the usual 
two Surtees-BMW TS 15s for Schenken and 
Guillermo Ortega, featuring little new, bar a 
top outlet for the front. mounted radiator. 
‘They too had been here since Tuesday with- 
out getting in much lappery, Tim set his time 
on the Saturday morning before deciding the 
engine was down on power, so this was 
changed for a fresh Munich mill in the after- 
oon, Then the clutch went shortly after an 
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electrical wire got crossed up, so he was 
Unable to Improve. The handling was pretty 
bad too, Tim finding a lot of understeer so 
that, "I’had to crash on to the kerbs to make 
it oversteer.” Handling and finding a balance 
Was a problem for just about everyone, The 
rrature of the track, with its long back 
Straight and tight second and third gear cor- 
ers Was causing the trouble, while the sur- 
face itself was very bumpy, apparently 
caused by the thermal nature of the area! In 
an untimed session on Sunday morning, the 
clutch was still bothering Tim, the release 
fork fouling the pressure plate bolts, so these 
were lopped off. 

‘Ortega too Was bothered with much under: 
steer, and Tim did a few laps in this car get- 
ting down to 1m 14.5 s which was credited 
to Guillermo, In fact his best time set in the 
afternoon was 1 m 16.4 s and it was not until 
a protest was lodged that the organisers 
realised their mistake. 

‘On the second row, Leclere, on 1 m 13.4 5, 
spent half the practice “racing” with Coulon, 
but finally got the car handling better in 
the afternoon when he set his time. He had 
fa problem changing gears which may have 
been due to the alloy flywheel behind his 
Schnitzer engine and also the small FT200 
cob box. To put on a bigger unit, Alpine need 
to modify the chassis, but with the 2-litre 
programme, do not have the time. On Sun- 
Gay morning, deama struck when the engine 
dropped a valve, and had to be changed in 
double quick time, 

Next to Leclere, Jean-Pierre Jaussaud was 
having a rare F2 outing in Jo Vonlanthen's 
spare, short nosed, March-BMW, as the locals 
wanted to see Frenchmen, His I'm 13.6 s was 
highly competitive, Jaussaud finding the car 
very difficult to set up initially. 

Fifth fastest was Jacques Coulon in the 
seml-works Antar March on 1 m 13.9 s. 
‘The monocoque was brand new after Enna, 
the new red body looking pristine too. The 
Frenchman was particularly happy here 
having Wayne Eckersley over to look after 
his car with no competition from the works. 
‘The initial bad understeer was eventually 
banished, softer tyres found another second 
but stili there was something wrong. It 
turned out to be the rear shockers which had 
no adjustment, so Jacques was very com- 
petitive on Sunday morning on 1 m 133 5 
When these were changed. 

‘On Im 142 s came the third Elf of F2 
debutant Rene Arnoux who had never sat in 
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Early laps and Tim Schenken leads in the Marlboro Surtees from Michel Leclere, Patrick Tambay, Jean-Pierre Jaussaud and Davi 


the car before, The pint sized little French 
man, whom many people are sure will be a 
world champion within five years, was parti 
ularly impressive, with his smooth handling 
of the car. The size of Rene as opposed to 
regular driver Serpaggi, caused problems with 
the gear change and, during the morning. 
when he set his fastest time, a dog ring broke 
Up, cutting matters short, and in the after 
noon he improve when the gear 
linkage cas Still, a beaming smile 
was enough to see that Rene was quil 
content 

The two Harper Chevrons, were side by 
side on the next row, with Purley being 
joined, by Jim Crawford on 1 m 14.6 s, just 
0.25 slower than David. Jim's car was brand 
new to replace the Pryce write-off at Enna, 
While David had. half new monocoque. 
Neither car had done any lappery since 
leaving Bolton and they were both running 
25 in Goodyears for the first time, The 
Chevron though, Is much more at home on 
fast sweeping circuits, and was not at all 
happy on the tight little French track. Their 
trouble was oversteer, both drivers initially 
fighting through the turns with handfuls of 
oppo, before the suspension and chassis were 
tuned out a lite, But still “Pearls” could 
not find a balance. Crawford was taking 
things gently, having done just a few laps in 
an F2 car earlier in the year. The ratios were 
all wrong in the first session ; Jim wus unable 
to get fifth in the morning, and then in the 
afternoon, bis session was stopped when an 
oll seal between engine and gearbox went. 
On Sunday morning, a wheel nut came loose 
but this was replaced in time for the race. 


The two Brian Lewis Racing Marches were 
paired up on the next row, Bill Gubelmann 
being joined on thbs occasion by local F. Ren: 
ault driver Maxime Bochet, who had come up 
With enough money to rent the ex-Sutcliffe 
March, after the proposed Beltolse deal fell 
through. Bochet has’ just two seasons of 
Renault racing behind him, but went very well 
to be just 0.1 s slower than Crawford. Gubel- 
man’s initial understeer became violent over- 
steer, like other Marches, the car being diff- 
Cult to compromise, 

Next to Ortega was Claude Bourgoignie 
with his regular GRD and the first, Ford run- 
ner with a Hart BDA. The year's ignition 
troubles had seemingly been cleared up with 
the fittings of a Cosworth spark box, rubber 
mounted on top of the engine in place of the 
Ssual Lucas unit. Max Bonnin arrived ta 
with his modified March-Hart BDA having 
worked for four days solid gettings things 
ready after his other engine blew up on the 
brake in Harlow. Next to him, Bob Marsland 
was making his last F2 appearance of the 
year with his smart green Chevron B 27, also 
with & Hart BDA, At the back of 1 m 246 
George Schafer reappeared once more with 
his ex-Dal Bo Pygmee MBD 17 and an 1850 cc 
Cosworth mill 
For the start of the 55 lap race on Sunday 
afternoon, the weather was cooler with 
clouds threatening earlier but luckily blowing 
away soon after they appeared. The cooler 
temperatures, prompted Jean Mosnier to in- 
struct all his Firestone runners to use the 
soft B 47 compound which he gambled would 
fast the distance. Most of the fast times had 
been set on these in practice, while Goodyear 


Patrick Tambay scored his first F2 win almost unchallenged ofter the first few laps of the race. 


Jaussaud had hi 


were on their usual compound, the fleld being 
Split evenly at the front between the two 
companies 


RACE 


K lite after three o'clock the feld wen: 
round on to the dummy grid, crept through 
to the start and immediately Schenken shot 
ahead of Tambay to head the 15th Grand Prix 
de Nogaro. Leclere blasted through the middle, 
upsetting Coulon, while Schafer was left on 
the line, getting a push start later, and des- 
tined {6 spend more time in the pits than 
out 

‘Through the thied gear right and left and 
into the. country, the order was the same. 
Round the fourth/third gear loop at the 
back, down the flying club straight and into 
the "second gear hairpin they stormed, 
Schenken fighting off the French. A right 
Kink In third, second on a left elbow, then 
another, under the Esso bridge in fourth and 
back on to the short pits straight round a 
double right hander and still Schenken was 
looking strong. But now Leclere was second 
taking Tambay at the hairpin, then Jaussaud 
‘and Purley, Coulon, Arnoux, Crawford, Gubel: 
mann and Bochet ali line astern, before a gap 
already to the Ford brigade ied by Bour: 
goignie from Ortega, Bonnin and Marsland, 

By the next lap the order was sorting itself 
out” with Schenken, Leclere, Tambay and 
Jaussaud breaking away to dominate the race. 
Coulon had Arnoux sitting in his slipstream 
and for the next half hour could not shake 
him off. Crawford was all alone a shade 
farther back, having dropped Gubelmann and 
Bochet, for Purley had a nonsense out in the 
countey and understeered straight off through 
the catch fencing and into retirement. The 
Chevron was not damaged bar the nose, but 
the steering arm was bent 

“After four laps Schenken appeared to have 
made a break when a slight gap opened but 
fo, next time they were line astern once 
more! Still the red Antar March and the 
yellow topped Elf ran as one, but clearly out 
‘Of the hunt for victory as the gap to the 
leaders opened up more. Crawford was steady 
in seventh, occasionally correcting the tail 
which would flick out on to the kerb, while the 
dicing Lewis Marches were now dropping 
farther back, 

‘A lap later though, the first drama 
occurred for Leclere who began to slow. 
‘Tambay was back to second. Next time the 
blue Elf was leading. Was Tim in trouble! 
Certainly, Tambay had opened up a bigger 
gap on the next lap, while Leclere appeared 
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first F2 race of the year in a hired March and went well before it broke 


behind Jaussaud with smoke clouding out 
behind his Schnitzer eAgine. With ten laps 
gone, it was all getting quite exciting. Tam: 
Bay was now 15's in front of the Surtees 
with Jaussaud dropping back (or the Coulon 
‘Arnoux scrap closing). Leclere looked set for 
the pits with the smoke screen, while Craw 
ford ‘seemed to have lost touch with Arnoux. 
and was just behind the ailing Leciere. 

‘Schenken in fact was having trouble with 
the rear Drakes locking up, and was having 
to brake earlier, so Tambay was able to make 
good his escape from then on, keeping a 
Steady margin over Thm. Jaussaud, though, 
was certainly dropping back for many laps, 
Until, suddeniy, he was speeding up again 
and closing again on the Surtees, slowly but 
Surely. Leclere never did go to the pits. The 
trouble fay with high oll ‘temperature and a 
drop in pressure. When Michel dropped back. 
it was enough for the engine to cool a little 
and before 20 laps, he was back up with 
Coulon/Arnoux, still going hammer and 
tongs. He split Rene from Jacques and then 
passed the March to pull away once more in 
fourth. The smoke screen too was dying and a 
Hittle later ceased altogether. Crawford was 
now a lonely seventh, - while Bochet had 
closed on Gubelmann and passed him, with 
Bill dropping away with olf spraying on the 
rear discs. 

With the leaders spread out, interest now 


lay in the scrap for fifth and then the pro- 
gress of Jaussaud. By half distance, Jean- 
Pierre had slid and oversteered his way up 
behind Tim, who related later that he did 
not think he could have held him off; but on 
the next lap, the March's engine cut out after 
the pits and Jaussaud rolled to a silent halt 
fon the grass, An ignition wire had come 
adrift and it was not until a few laps from 
the end that he got going again 

‘So now, Schenken was safe with Leclere 
too far back to close up, The race was 
losing interest, but still there was Arnoux, 
always glued 10 the gearbox of Coulon, Could 
he pass? Could Schenken close on Tambay? 
‘The answer to the first was easy for, after 34 
laps the red March parked out in the co\ 
with the throttle cable snapped. Once 
Coulon, despite his good practice showing, 
was usable to match this In the race, never 
getting under 1m 15.05, though all the times 
Were slower. Tambay made fastest lap early 
on as he passed Schenken and pulled away. 
‘Arnoux, now fourth, was given an easy 
signal, ‘having proved himself all round in 
his first F2 race coming home behind Leclere, 
the last unlapped runner. The position up 
front remained the same; one little drama 
for Tambay being when he touched a wheel 
‘of Gubelmann, when lapping him, and clob- 
ered. the kerb, which broke the’ tacho and 
a nose stay. His victory was all the more 
creditable, when he reported later that the 
Fev limiter was coming in at 8,800, Schenken 
remained steady to the finish, after his dogged 
Grive, but Leclere must have been surprised 
to take third after his early dramas. Arnoux 
might well have been thinking about his form- 
er sparring. partner, winning his first F2 
Face, but Rene, in his debut, did an excellent 
job ‘and will not have to wait too long for 
his first F2 victory. Crawford's airbox. had 
come loose eariy losing him 300. revs, but 
he was taking things easy in fifth with his 
handling problem, etting Bochet close up, 
bur never’ letting him get by 

‘Ortega was seventh, despite a few spins, 
but four laps down, followed by Bonnin who 
had pitted with no fuel pressure and a faulty 
release valve, but carried on,-Marsiand ran 
in ninth taking things easy with a. slow 
puncture. Bourgoignie had retired after 40 
laps, when a front wheel started wobbling, 
his eam finding a broken stub axle, 


Nogaro did not suit Chevron and debutant Jim Crawford was never able to get near the front. 
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ESCORTS RS1600s, 
RS 2000s, MEXICOS — 

&CAPRIRS 3100s 
gece 
Quam) 7 oar. 


SINCERE 
THANKS 


To all those who helped towards our victory 
in the Access, RAC TT at Silverstone, 
including 


CASTROL, BRUT 33, DUNLOP, FERODO, 
CHAMPION 


The finest crew at Silverstone, Keith, Jerry, 
Adrian Chambers and the lads from SCA and 
also Chris Graham for a superb engine. 


STUART GRAHAM 


STUART GRAHAM MOTORS 


FOR ALL CHEVROLET PARTS AND 
PREPARATION 


TEL: ASTON 300 


CARS (CHELMSFORD) LTD os 
CHELMSFORD 64111 
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CHAMPIONSHIP 1974 
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Winners Pentti Airikkala/John Gittins power their way over Dalby Six to another fastest time. 


ARMSTRONG FOREST RALLY 


Pentti Airikkala shows the way 


By IAN SADLER Photographs by PETER NEWTON 


Pentti Airikkala’s victory on the Armstrong Forest Rally didn't really surprise. He has driven 
only twice before in this country, most recently on the Welsh Rally finishing 11th overall and 
second Group 1 with a Finnish-prepared “Colt” sponsored Alfa Romeo 2000. His superb 
performance on the 1000 Lakes in August also came to the attention of British journalists. 
But that does not constitute a British reputation. One thing above all e’se which doubtless 
helped Airikkala to take the Armstrong is his charisma — Airikkala is Finnish and that is worth 

‘good few seconds every stage. It didn’t make him any quicker but it worked on everybody 
Ise and put a faint damper on the day's exuberances for other contenders. Without Roger 
Clark on this non-RAC points rally there were quite a few with an outright chance but then 
“Super Finn” turned up driving the Centre Hotels Clarke and Simpson entry on just a little 
famillarisation exercise prior to the RAC. Not very fair— giving all the regular circus such a 
big psycho‘ogical problem to grapple with, while Mr Airikkala gave a nod and a wink and 
then drove in a way which would more than satisfy most of us in our wildest daydreaming 
flights of fancy. 


Airikkala's 77s victory was not much after kala had been fastest over every special stage 
18 forests but things could have been closer. to that point, except one, where he lost some. 
Paul Faulkner/Monty Peters were having a thing over 60's with a straight-off excursion 
really good go over the fast Yorkshire forests before some spectators put the car back on 
and after Wykeham, Langdale, Staindale, the the track. Paul Faulkner hadn't set any quick. 
Dalbys and the firx Cropton stage Faulkner/ est times which is not out of the ordinary, for 
ters and Airikkala/Gittins were absolutely Faulkner is a consistent and very reliable 
even to the second with 446 penalties. Airik- quick driver who achieves tis results by vir- 


tually always being in the top times, some. 
where. At this stage of the day's rallying both 
drivers were fractionally behind Richard Iliffe 
with Tony Pond next behind the two even 
cars. Paul Faulkner lost his Castrol/AUTosroRt 
points lead on the very next stage, The car 
cut-out just after they started on Kilburn and 
they coasted to a halt at the first comer. By 
the time they had sorted the ignition they were 
way back with most of the entry having 
driven through before Monty Peters managed 
to arrange @ re-run, arguing that it had cut 
out almost right at the start line, and keeping 
his fingers crossed. It shouldn't ‘have worked 


and it didn't, eventually, but it was 
& good try. No. more problems cropped 
up and they drove the rest of. the 
rally as they liked, no misfire and turn- 


ing in some very excellent ‘times, especially 
considering that their running sequence was 
at one point in with the 100 to 120 numbers. 
The stages were, comparatively, quite cut-up 
by the time Faulkner and Peters went through 
and unsuspecting spectators did not help mat 
ters either. 

‘Second place at the end of the day went to 
the extremely hard-trying pair of Tony Pon 
Richard Hudson-Evans driving thelr familiar 
German-prepared DOT Ascona, Pond 
demonstrated that he is now, surely, past the 
time when sometimes he had a’ car and 
other times he didn and is set for a profes. 
sional rallying career, He has reached the 
point where every weekend brings another 
Astounding result. More power is needed des. 
perately, to give him justice; the Opel putting 
Out a paltry 128 bhp when last dynamometer 
tested some 3000 rally miles ago. Using nar- 
row crossply Goodyear produced " Hakkape- 

tas” Pond/Hudson-Evans made very spec: 
tacular progress over the stages— between 
the straights —and coped, 100, with @ severe 
rear brakes locking problem, ‘a broken rear 
radius arm bush and a soft ‘shock absorber ; 
the afternoon reverse-direction stages from the 
morning giving them some big problema when 
braking on the power-tramping track corruga- 
tions. 

‘Another crew not too happy with the back 
end set-up were Tony Drummond/Dave Rich- 
‘ards with thelr smart Chevin Wine-sponsored 
Escort. For this non-RAC national Drummond 
has his exJaguar diff and axle fitted with 
rose-jointed tramp bars, etc, giving excellent 
location ; just too good for the conditions. All 
day Drummond battled with an infuriating 
lundersteer, the rear wheels refusing to break 
traction on cue and tending to push the car 
very from first into bends. Tony Drummond 
must have been suffering, 100, from a very 
late previous night. When taking the car £0 
show his sponsors on Friday evening the 
Dropshaft became seriously out of balance and 
Tony was at his garage making-up a repla 
ment until 4am on the morning of the 
Russell Brookes/John Brown with — the 
‘Andrews Heat Group 1 RS2000 as leading 
Castrol/Aurosroxt contenders fared worse 
than did Faulkner in bis category. Russell 
lasted for just three stages before making a 
rare retirement on a road link section into 
Dalby. A differential borrowed for this event, 
after his own well-used unit expired on the 
Manx, being the problem. Brookes was think 
ing aiterwards that quite a bit of work will 
have to be executed in double quick time be- 
fore the Dukeries to enable him to continue 
with the rest of the hectic autumn programme, 
His car has proved to be quite amazing in 
lasting as it has done with such usage and it 
is not surprising that some major re-fettling 
will be required after the last few RS1600 and 
Carrera beating Brookes’ performances. 

‘Third overall were last year’s equivalent 
“Moss Tyres" winners Piggy Thompson/ 
Martin Welsh with an impressively consistent 
run after quite a lengthy break from the 
forests, ahead of new overall Castrol 
Autosport leader Tony Drummond (Monty 
Peters is still ahead of Dave Richards) with 
Jack Tordoff back with a familiar red Carrera 
Sriving to an un-fussed fifth placing. 

The condition of the stage 


surfaces 


after a period air before the rally 
was quick ‘tricky, a thin slime on 
top of the predominantly hard road 


surface causing quite a number of problems, 
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particularly with retardation. Dennis Pelling 
rolled on the fifth stage to take a maximum 
but continued to finish the rally though Steve 
Howard was not so lucky running at 13, 
falling to get past the second stage. “ Mik 
kola's Bend" on Dalby lived up to expecta. 
tons and claimed something approaching 15 
cars including Richard Iliffe, George Hill (who 
took over Will Sparrow's start number with 
the Martin Group car) and David Hardcastle 
with his multi-sponsored Apollo Graphics, 
McGill, Magpie Opel Ascona, Hardcastle start 
ing at 15 in place of the non-appearing Laurie 
Richards. Pond, Hudson-Evans lost some vital 
time here, forced to stop by a marshal as 
spectators were heaving David Hardcastle’s 
car back {0 the road. Peter Clarke with 
Howard Scott’ was driving his Escort 
XPU 219 L, newly acquired, and 
keeping a good place going wil 
lefthand-drive car “until the first 
Dalby stage when the gearbox broke, 
second/third gear selector fork thought 
have been the culprit. Airikkala escaped nar 
rowly with a bent axie after clouting some 
logs and was amazed that there was no more 
major damage resulting. Airikkala was enjoy 
ing. the rally greatly but was finding the 
forests not twisty or yumpy enough for his 
liking. The Escort was proving to be a very 
easy car to drive: "Much easier than with 
Group 1 car” and he was highly pleased 
with its strength and lack of bothers. Another 
competitor coming across water for this event 
was John Mcalorum who, with Peter Scott, 
Was driving his 16 owt lightweight. ex-Agnew 
BMW 2002, Their troubles started with the 
change of a steering arm the night before the 
rally. Once on the rally they found that the 
BMW was not at all suitably set-up for the 
nature of the forests and was jumping around 
Uncontrollably on its solid suspension and 
relatively fat section tyres at anything above 
80 mph. ‘McAlorum was also convinced that 
he was having a very bad day and took some 
persuading to restart after the Flamingo Park 
Zoo lunch halt 

Considering ‘the speed and nature of the 
stages there were remarkably few incidents 
and excursions to top runners, though further 
down the fleld there was no shortage of 
evidence that quite a bit of Escort-rolling was 
going on. None of the stages could be criti 
Clsed and of the 18 there was only a problem 
fon one stage, 11, with a faulty watch knock 
ing it from the results, Nearly all the stage 
miles were over the band of Dalby and Crop- 
ton forests, the roads wide and smooth by 
Forestry Commission standards and incredibly 
fast, York Motor Club produced a splendid 
effort on stage arrowing (teams working 
furiously during the lunch halt to get many 


of the roads re-arrowed) using very clearly 
and correctly-placed junction arrowing. none 
of which appeared ambiguous and a hazardous 
bend warning system of two arrows mounted 
on a single stake 100 yards before the corner. 
‘All access roads In the forests were very well 
blocked-off (considering the number of such 
junctions in the forest complexes this must 
have taken considerable man hours) and some 
stages even had fire breaks and dangerous 
Grops taped off with strings of flags and 
‘Armstrong banners. Similarly, without any 
ambiguity, were stage finishes, ‘all of which 
having a ‘stop line one<enth of a mile after 
the flying finish. The only criticism of the 
running of the rally concerned the start finish 
Venue at the Livestock Centre on the outski 
of town, Perhaps this functional concrete com: 
plex had all the amenities necessary (for cows) 
but it certainly lacked any appeal, an animal 
smell rather overpowering in places. Strange, 
when York Gity'is within minutes and so 
eager to give itself over to the rally. Pemttt 
Airikkala "was heard to ask Mf all’ English 
rallies finished in such similar circumstances 
and though he was assured that this was not 
the case, with his experiences of Barry on the 
Welsh coupled with last Saturday he might 
well have been doing no more than politely 
nodding his head while secretly shaking It 


i enarde a8, Se. Sree 


Thelen 92, 2. Tnomp 


Tony Pond/Richard Hudson-Evans in typical style with the DOT Opel Ascona on Cropton Three midway through the afternoon run. 
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The Winner 


In no time at all Safety 
Devices have become accepted 
@s the leading manufacturers of 
roll-over bars ond cages. 

Says who? 

Says Ford (AVO and Com- 
petitions Departments), British 
Leyland Special Tuning and 
Chrysler Competitions Department. 
Plus Lotus for their Elite. Plus 
most of the discerning drivers who 


wont to stay in one piece - even 
if their cor doesn't. 

If you want to see whot Sofety 
Devices have to offer - and, in 
mony cases, make comparison with 
less well-made bors - vroom along 
to one of our distributors 

They're winners, too. 


Safety Devices 


Always looking for o better way. 


98 Fulbourn Old Drift, Cambridge, Tel. Cambridge 42268 Telex 81653 


PUSITE L MAND FITTING AGENTS. 


FOR SAFETY DEVICES 


BEAZESREED 
BIRMINGHAM 


35 WILLOWS ROAD, 
CANNON HILL, B12 9QE 


Tel: 021 440 1120 


YORK SPORT 


11a Lawrence Street, 
York, 
Yorkshire. 
Tel.: 
York (0904) 53467. 


Trade and Retail Enquiries 
welcome 


CAR ACCESSORIES 
12 DERWENT CLOSE. 
WARNOON. 
WORCESTERSHIRE 
Tel: Ron or Dave on 0905-21146 
for quote. 


310 GROVE GREEN ROAD. 
LEYTONSTONE. 
LONDON E11. 


Please Telephone 01-556 7700. 


SEATS, BELTS 
SAFETY DEVICES, CAGES 
SAFETY HARNESSES: 
PLUS MUCH MORE 

London distributors tor 


CHRIS MONTAGUE 
CARB CO. 


380/2 FINCHLEY ROAD, 


LONDON NW2 2HP 
TEL 01.455 3039, 


roll-over bars 


ange in stock and on display 


COLIN WALKER RALLYING 


‘The Rally Centre for Southern Wales 
tion of Fire Systems 
(igh Performance Brakes 
Sport Tyres 


Anything at all for your Rallying needs 


BRECON ROAD, 
YSTRADGYNLAIS, 
SWANSEA VALLEY, 
WALES 


Tel: GLENTAWE (063 973) 3207 


EPIC ACCESSORIES 
59 LEICESTER ROAD, 
OADBY. LEICS. 

Tel: 053-722 2260 


TMS ACCESSORIES 


27 EIGN ROAD, 
HEREFORD. 
TEL: HEREFORD 0432 69014 
and ask Mike Spratt 
for quote. 


TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


PAYNES 


MOTOR ACCESSORIES 
94 STATION ROAD. 
RAINHAM, 

KENT. 

Engine tuning and batancing 
Tel: Barry Duinall 
MEDWAY 33859 for quote 


Northern Rally Sport Centre 
TRIPLE ‘A’ GARAGES 


28 HARVEY CLOSE 
WASHINGTON, 
COUNTY DURHAM. 
TEL ; 0632 460295 


MOTORTUNE 
OF BANGOR 
83-85 High Street, 
Bangor, 
Co Down, 


Tel: Bangor 5020/63583. 


Sole Northern Ireland 
distributors. 
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Rally record 


by John Davenport 


“Perhaps the most 
dangerous part of 
the whole exercise 

was when he met 
other rally drivers 
for | felt sure that 
‘there would be 
many attempts to 
‘out-psych my 
racer... ." 


When Don and Erle Morley, the infamous 
BMC twins, were rallying, it was always iff 
cult to convince people that the big tall one 
was the co-driver and that the small one was 
the driver. Last week on the Castrol Manx 
Trophy there was no such confusion In the 
minds of the spectators when they glanced at 
the crew of DTV Magnum Coupé number 16, 
for though my far from spare frame was 
adorning the co-driver's seat, 1 was teamed 
with that formidable man of motor racing, 
Gerry Marshall. Just how this partnership 
sprung into being is something of a mystery 
to me for 1 had not the slightest intention of 
competing in the rally this year but was going 
to treat myself to a pleasant weekend of spec 
tating and other vices. The truth of the matter 
is that after celebrating the success of Hannu 
Mikkola and myself on the 1000 Lakes Rally 
in early August, I found myself in an un- 
accustomedly jolly state In a certain pub on 
Campden Hill where Mr Marshall was also 
Passing the time of day and I left the pub 
Ro less jolly but now committed to co-driving 
‘on the Manx. There must be a moral here but 
1am sure that it was better expressed by 
Hogarth in “'The Rake's Progress.” 

In best rally tradition, things did not go 
smoothly from the start for Gerry had been 
esting cars In the USA for a ws 
returned to have a disastrous da; 
Silverstone which made our plans 

DTV at 7am on Monday morning 
because he nipped into London to 
check that his business was not doing as badly 
as his racing. Thus our rendezvous was shifted 
to Junction 16 on the M4 at mid-day from 
where we had to make our way to the Liver- 
pool docks to catch the Manx boat at 15.30 
hours, Almost dead on time, te silver droop- 
Snoot Firenza pulled up on the roundabout 
and I, looking like some affluent hitch-hiker 
among my cases, climbed aboard. There was 
plenty of time as the motorway now makes iss 
way right into the heart of Harold's con. 
sAituency, fram which the docks are only & 
quarter of an hour away, but round Birming- 
ham the fine weather gave way to pouring 
rain and thus we arrived somewhat pressed 
for time with no concrete idea of how to get 
to the boat. I think the appronch that I finally 
decided upon was normally reserved for foot 


passengers but it seemed 10 serve, and wwe 
minutes after we had put the car aboard, they 
closed the doors and sailed. 

‘Once on the island, we made acquaintance 
wita team-mates Will Sparrow and Rodney 
‘Spokes, then with our hotel room, a meal and 
bed, resolving to awake early on’ the morrow 
and get stuck in to learning pace notes and 
the island. Our alarm call went astray and we 
had a very nice sleep until about mid-morning 
80 we were well refreshed if rather late getting 
off the mark. For Gerry, the whole thing was 
something of a new experience, for altnough 
Paul White had done some skliful map read- 
ing to him during the Tour of Britain, the 
idea of having someone sitting next to him 
telling him what was coming next was really 
unique. My problem was that I had to explain 
the note system to him, tnen show him how 
it worked in practice and finally try to get 
him react automatically to it, This 1 am afraid 
we never quite achieved but it is rather much 
to expect someone <0 grasp several years of 
experience in just under three days, though 
towards the end of the rally when’ he was 
getting used to this radical idea of believing 
what I was telling him, there is no doubt 
that progress had been made. Part of we 
trouble lay with our recce car, the snooty 
Firenza. Though an excellent road car, the 
lowering of its suspension did not make it 
very happy over the uneven Manx stages 
and consequently Gerry was convinced that 
with the rally car we should be airborne more 
often than British Airways. I spent a lot of 
time reassuring him that with the rally car 
he would feel hardly any of the bumps other 
than those marked in the notes, but they 
proved a distraction to lis concentrat 

In addition, he found it difficult to smagine 
how the notes could feel at full speed when 
we were creeping round in second gear. On 
the very first day, we had a very near miss 
with a delivery van that was going at least 
twice our speed, and then some gent tried to 
turn out in front of us from a side road in 
the manner of a Kamikaze pilot. Little things 
lke this didn't help with concentrating on the 
new science of pace notes, but Jerry man: 
‘aged very well and soon i could hear him 
muttering the notes under his breath after 1 
had said them and while we were negotiating 
@ comer. | must say that there was often an 
inflection of disbelief that someone could 
know the road, even if he was reading from 
@ piece of paper, and come the rally it did 
Prove extremely difficult for him to accept 
100 per cent trust in what his passenger was 
telling. him. 

Perhaps the most dangerous part of the 
whole exercise was when he met other rally 
drivers for I felt sure that there would be 
many attempts to out-psych my racer, and 
either terrify him about the hazards of stage 
rallying or increase his determination to beat 
them {o the point of self-destruction. 1 need 
not have worried. Over the years of associa. 
ting with Tony Lanfranchi and Barrie Wil 
Hams, Mr Marshall has developed a strong line 
in wit and instant repartee as well as a good 


Gerry Marshall and John Davenport press on with the DTV Magnum on a Saturday stage. 
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idea when someone is spinning a yarn. Despite 
all attempts, he was quite prepared to have a 
go when the rally came, but not to the detri- 
ment of our aim which was to finish the event. 

Our car arrived with Chris Coburn and the 
DTV mechanics on the Thursday and we de- 
cided to try it that night and set the lights at 
the same time, Of course it was raining heavily 
when we set out and we suffered our first set- 
back when Coburn refused to accompany us 
to perform the unpleasant out-of-car labours. 
Then just a mile out from Douglas, we hit 
thick fog before we had reached the first stage, 
We should ave turned back and had a good 
night's sleep but instead we pressed on to find 
somewhere clear, with Gerry muttering about 
how he hoped the weather wasn't going to be 
like this the following night, and me offering 
similar prayers but quieter. Eventually we 
found clear ground in the north of the island 
and before we got back had done a two hour 
circumnavigation of the island, We left a small 
list of things for the mechanics to do and 
crept in, damp and unsmiling, for some rest, 

When the rally was due to start the next 
evening at six o'clock, we were both relieved 
to see that che weather was clear, and Neil 
Hanson gave the Met report at the drivers’ 
briefing that tallied with that. There was 
even the chance that we might get dry roads. 
Well, they weren't quite dry but we managed 
quite well on the first two stages, dropping 
only a handful of seconds to Will Sparrow in 
the other Group 1 Magnum Coupé, Then came 
Druidale and though it turned out that I was 
right about the rally car being better over 
the bumpy bits, Gerry was cautious and we 
dropped fifteen ‘seconds to our ceammate and 
the smile disappeared in the Griffin helmet. 
This, I thought, was the critical moment when 
my driver might forget the bit about being 
sure to finish. The other thing in the back 
of my mind was that it was Friday the thir~ 
teenth and though 1 am not superstitious, 1 
don't like to risk there being some truth in it. 
However, the other daylight stages went with: 
out incident and It was evident that he hadn't 
risen to che bait. In any case Will was well 
‘occupied in a chase of Russell Brookes in the 
Andrew's Escort for Group | honours and it 
was not our place to interfere! 

As the rally went on and it became Satur. 
day the fourteenth, we started to go botter. 
‘The car was not without its problems as we 
seemed to have too much rear brakes and 
nothing we could think of could cure It. At 
one point, a front disc cracked off from’ the 
hub and the mechanics had to work like stink 
to change it and keep us in the rally. Then 
we started to have nasty noises from the 
kearbox and that had to be changed during the 
generous lunch thour, and again the mechanics 
made the job in thirty-five minutes so we 
could all sample the hot pies provided by Mr 
Coburn, When the rally finally came to an 
end, Gerry announced that he was really 
enjoying it and was ready to carry on. He 
did admit that he was relieved when the last 
stage over the mountain section of the TT 
Course was cancelled due to fog as he didn't 
reckon driving on what he couldn't see. This 
cancellation was quite a blow to the organ: 
isers who had staged it as the grand final 
to the rally, but they reckoned that it was too 
thick even for bike racing and I would agree 
with them. 

‘When all was over and done with, we had 
come 19th overall and third in Group 1 
behind Brookes and Sparrow. Gerry looked a 
bit miserable but I pointed out to him that 
he was only second in Group 1 last time he 
allied! The main thing was that we had fin- 
ished honourably when most of the other 
drivers thought that we were going to spread 
DTV's little car over the first stage. And the 
really good thing about it was not only that 1 
found it an enjoyable ride, but that Gerry is 
now a bit hooked by this rally driving and is 
looking out for a suitable mount in which to 
tackle the RAC Rally. The queue forms on the 
left, boys. 


Malcolm Horwood fends off challengers on his way to his FV vietory. 


BRANDS HATCH 


Hopper skips to FF victory 


There was a distinct touch of autumn in the 
air when Rochester Motor Club put on a, 10- 


‘Wil Arif's Elden at Paddock, but the expected 
chain reaction did not occur and everyone 
‘carried on, with Dowsett heading Frank 
chard (Hawke), Blanchet and Rob Wicken 
(Merlyn). Arif ‘came through to third on the 
first lap, but Wicken picked him off again 
‘and was up in second place on lap three. He 
took the lead from Dowsett going imo tap 
five and never looked back, while Dowsett 
came under pressure from’ Blanchard and 
Blanchet in the later stages of che race. Arif 
had a spin and finished well down. 

Heat two was dominated by the twin 
Crosses, of Frank Hopper and Pao Nunes, 
who had Bill Durlacher (Dulon) for com 
On the front row. While Hopper's Rowland 
engine ran faultlessly to give him an easy 
win, Nunez" new motor from the same tuner 
got worse and worse and blew up in a big 
way as he crossed the line to finish eight 

This left Fred Sigafoos in second place 
in his Elden, with Lou de Marco's Merlyn and 
Durlacher close on his heels. 

“The final was another tame race with Hop- 
per in a class of his own, despite the efforts 
‘Of heat one winner Wicken. These two ran 
right away from the rest, who were headed at 
first by Dowsett's Titan and then by Sigafoos, 
the American enjoying one of his best races. 
Dowsert joined battle for fourth place with 

jlanchet, de Marco and Durlacher, but the 
four of them held station instead of ‘mixing it 
in the usual Formula Ford custom so there 
wasn't much to cheer about. However, John 
‘Wybourn (Merlyn) upheld FF iradition by spin- 
ning at Kidney on the sixth lap and starting 
‘4 multiple spinnage. Everyone got going agai 
‘except Wybourn himself and American Larry 
‘Alge (Elden), who collected the Merlyn. 


‘The ShellSport Mexicos were handed over 
to a motley collection of " celebrities” but the 
race turned out 10 be a surprisingly satisfying 
Tunney, sales manager at All Cai 
Equipe and Noel Edmonds’ racing manager, 
led from stare to finish from the middle of 
the front row, but he had to keep at bay a 
very determined trio made up of MRS pupils 
Marcel Charlier and Bob Edgar and kart 
racer Mick Fullerton, who closed on the 
Teaders in the final stages. Fifth was actor 
Julian Grant, who shot up from last on the 
grid to fourth in half a lap and looked like 
fiving the others a lesson, but he could make 
ho further progress and faded towards the 
fend to finish just ahead of Buzz Buzaglo, 
Whose Mexico was belted in the boot by 
Geof! Hazell (of ShellSport Luxembourg fame) 
‘on the opening lap. A notable entry was Clem 
‘Smith, the Tarmac PR man, who was 
dg official starter for donkey's years 
and was having bis first view of a race start 
from the other side of the Union Jack. 

"The Mini 7 brigade provided action all 
the way, but Hugo Hoyle took the prize for 
the biggest slice of excitement by rolling his 
car on Bottom Straight after tangling with a 
backmarker. He was very lucky to scramble 
‘out through where the Windscreen should have 
been, seconds before Ronald Cuthbert spun 
into the upturned wreck and pushed it several 
yards. Championship leader Chris Tyrrell won 
the race and strengthened his position, but he 
didn’t hit the front until lap three. Steve Cob- 
bold went to the front at flag fall and held 
‘off a challenge from Jim Mancey, who then 
fell back when Hoyle had a moment in front 
of him at Clearways. Hugo Shipley passed 
Hoyle and Cobbold, who missed a gear, but 
Hoyle got up to second at Paddock on the 
eighth lap and then bad his accident on the 
ninth. Shipley made up time on the leader in 
the confusion of the last couple of laps, Cob- 
bold took third place and Graham Woskett, 
Mancey and Richard Hamlyn the next places. 

Formula Vee championship leader Brian 
Uriwin was out to improve his points position, 


too, but his smokey McNamara pulled off on 
the seventh lap after a stern tussle with Mal- 
colm Horwood (CM Vee) and Peter Wimhurst 
(Vee Max). Horwood led for almost all the 
race, including the bit that mattered, although 
he was briefly headed bn lap six by Wimhurst, 
coming rapidly from behind after a slowish 
Start. lan Flux was an early third in his 
Pullen Scarab, which is built by an ex-Token 
‘mechanic, but he slowed and retired at half 
distance ‘with dust clogging up the works. 
Other drivers’ misfortunes lifted Martin 
‘Thompson to third place in the Scarab which 
he drove well from the back of the grid, but 
he was way behind the two leaders at the 
end, 

‘Another championship which can usually be 
relied on for close racing —the Kent Messen- 
ger saloon challenge — produced disappoint- 

No disappointment for the sponsors, 
the KM Imps of John Home: 


Mendham's Mini, Dennis Alit_ may have pro- 
vided a bigger challenge, but his Imp was left 
‘on the front row with a broken driveshaft, 
John Schneider provided about the only ex: 
‘cctement when he went grass cutting at Bot- 
tom Bend on the third lap and lost a couple 
of places, but he got one of them back before 
the end to finish fifth, not far behind Mike 
Chapple’s Imp with which he had shared the 
Second row of the grid 


‘And then there were four—Buzaglo spins 
through Paddock. 


‘There was no danger of Imp domination in 
the other race for I-litre saloons, the Mini 
Miglia championship qualifier. Phil Spurting 
led all the way from pole position and Martin 
Ennis was equally safe in second place. Phil 
Johnstone was through to third pla 

fone lap, and i's doubtful if he saw 
‘car from then until the end. Fourth f 
practice, John Hazell dropped a clanger at 
Bottom Bend on lap one and spent the rest 
of the race fighting back to fourth, and fifth 
came Alex Boyle, who had a troubled practice 
and spent some time hacking his way through 
the field from a lowly starting spot. His pro- 
gress was made easier by a moment at Druids 
dn the sixth lap which held up the midfield 
group and by an undisclosed problem which 
Sfllicted ‘early fourth man Eric Groves, who 
‘seemed to be trying {0 convey a message to 
his pit by means of frantic hand signals. 
Groves survived to finish sixth. 
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SURFERS PARADISE 


Max Stewart's Lola Chevrolet leads John McCormack in the Leyland engined Elfin MRS, 


Stewart reaches for the Star 


Max Stewart (Lola 7332) doubled-up in the 
Australian Drivers Championship “Gold Star” 
by taking an aggregate win at Surfers Para- 
dise last Sunday week in the second round 
of the closely fought series. He ws 
the first of two 50 km 
Bardett, but won the second after Bartlett 
blew @ tyre. Second overall was Ansett Elfin 
MRS driver Phil Moore, who stayed afloat 
While more fancied drivers dropped by the 
wayside In the second heat. He was fourth In 
the first heat, but with Bartlett subsequently 
dropping out’ and Johnnie Walker and John 
Goss wiping themselves out on the first lap 
of heat two, he grabbed a major placing on 
ney.” Despite his handicap, sevent 
to give Bartlett third 


‘John McCormack, current wearer of the 
coveted "Gold Star," was again out of luck 
promising Leyland P7 
ML6 crashed during the first he 
‘weight Ansett Elfin entry was so badly dam- 
‘aged that it was unable to be repaired for the 
Second hes 

From ‘Sydney's Oran Park, the Gold Star 
entourage moved north to warmer weather for 
Found two of the series and the Surfers Para- 
dise circuit, 

Forty-five miles to the south of Brisbane, 
the Surfers track is set on the outskirts of 
the famous sunshine holiday resort. Two miles 
long, it is a very fast, very flat circuit, but 
has an equally abrasive surface that is notori- 
ously hard on tyres. Subject to erroding trop! 
eal rain’ storms, with the bitumen surface 

sharp 
seashells()), tyre compounds are the hardest 
‘Used on any Australian circuit. 

‘The lap record atood at I'm 6.1 s, set by 
Frank Matich last year, and official practice 
saw Kevin Bartlett prove that he is well and 
truly back in step. after his New Zealand 
accident earlier this year. In the first session 
his fastest lap was only a second outside the 
record, seven-tenths of a second better than 
McCormack. However, the title defender 
wasn't able to try and improve his | m 7.8 5 
clocking as the Leyland blew a head gasket 
fand put an untimely end to his practice. 

‘Third quickest during the session was 
‘Stewart on 1 m 8. s, Like Bartlett's, his T332 
was flying around the track now more so than 
ever after extensive development work on his 
Chey engine has boosted power and pickup 
significantly. Walker's Repco-powered Lola 
T330 was only 0.4 s slower than the "Jolly 
Green Giant,” but wasnt showing the form 
it promised in the final rounds of last year’s 
series and in the Tasman. 

‘John Goss (Matich A53) ard Kiwi Graeme 
Lawrence almost didn't make the race, let 
alone the first practice session. During a 
private session on Friday, Goss damaged hi 
engine badly, Parts had to be flown in, and as 
they didn’t arrive until late Saturday the 


AUTOSPORT. SEPTEMBER 26, 1974 


Sydney sedan star had to miss practice—and 
start from the rear of the grid—and work 
through the night with the help of local F2 
driver Ivan Tighe. 

Graeme. Lawrence was also out on— 
“black,” they called It—Friday, only to stuff 
the nose of his T332 into bank’ at high speed 
‘and ‘extensively damage the left hand front 
Suspension, Undaunted, he repaired the car 
and made it to the final session, 

‘The second session brought headaches to 
both Stewart (sheared distributor drive) and 
Walker, who only completed one lap with a 
misfiring engine, Garrle Cooper and Phil 
Moore, the Elfin team backups, put down 
their fastest times for the day only a tenth 
‘of @ second apart, with Cooper best at 1m 
9.18, Jon Davison (Matich ASO) put in a 
steady session to claim his best time during 
practice of Im 10.3 s, slower than the two 
F2 cars of John Lemer (Bowin PS) and local 
Bruce Allison (Birrana 274) who were on 1m 
9.5 5 and | m 9.7 5 respectively. 

‘Bur it was in the final session that the 
sparks started to fly, Bartlett was content 10 
do only a few laps but stole pole position 
from under the noses of the other contenders 
by improving his earlier time by 0.1 s. Another 
mere tenth behind him was Lawrence, who 
showed spectacular form by securing second 
position on the front row of the grid in the 
Session after only 18 laps. McCormack's time 
held firm, as did Stewart's, who was joined 
on the second row by Walker two tenths 
behind. Leffler improved to 1 m 9.3 s to move 
onto the third row with Cooper and Moore, 
while Davison got to within a tenth of 
Allison on row four. At the rear were the 
luckless Goss, and local stranger Barry Lock 
in his home-made Kaditcha F2 on I m 14 5. 
In near ideal weather, Bartlett shot to the 

dat the start of the first 17 lap heat 
ahead of Lawrence and Stewart, The Lola 
trio had already opened out a gap on McCor- 
mack, Walker, Cooper, Leffler, Moore, Allison 
and Davison, with Goss quickly making up 


ground, when on the third lap Lawrence 
again Cannored into an embankment. This 
time he was not as ducky, the car rammed 
the Armco so hard that not only the suspen- 
sion, but the tub, were damaged beyond 
immediate repair. 


ing off up front, Walker 
took a secure third place in front of 
McCormack, while Goss was through the tall- 
fenders and. challenging a close formation 
Cooper ‘and Moore. Half-way through the 
race, Davison retired to the infield with igni 
tion’ trouble, leaving Allison and Leffler’ to 
engage in a battle royal at the tail of the 
field. Bartlett had settled down to take an 
easy win in the closing stages of the heat, 
when McCormack crashed badly. He was 
lapping some slower cars, but got caught in 
the wake of their turbulence and speared 
into the fence outside the fast right hander 
at the top of the main straight. The force of 
the impact totally deformed the front of the 
little Elfin, and although McCormack was not 
seriously injured, he bent the steering wheel 
and cut his right hand, 

At the finish, Stewart had narrowed Bart- 
let's lead to 1.3 s, and was a long way 
in front of Walker, and Goss, who had finally 
passed Cooper and Moore, 

ith Bartlett and Stewart off to a flying 
start at the beginning of heat _ two 
pandemonium raged behind them. Spea 

through the field under full power, 
Goss’ Matich broke a half shaft, » 
slewing sideways over the back of Walker to 
slam into the fence. It bounced back onto the 
track right across several other cars, some- 
how missing all of them and ending up on 
the opposite fence. The Matich’s wild ride 
threw Walker's Loia off line, causing to 
slam the fence on the otherside to where 
Goss was “resting.” The suspension was 
Pushed back into the tub, and while both 
cars were almost wrecked, Goss and Walker 
‘emerged unscathed! 


‘Moore, Alli- 
Lock and Leffler’ were 
ett’ as" ‘Both Leffler and Cooper 
had dropped back soon after the start, the 
F2 driver when he fell foul to gear selection 
problems at the start, and Cooper after six 
laps started blowing a lot of oll that forced 
him to slow right up. On lap 11, however, the 
gremlins hit hardest when Bartlett blew a 
tyre at the bottom of the main straight, 7 
blowout threw his Ches 


but came back out driving 
ing Cooper for b pla 


morale boost 
second ahead of Allison, Leer, Davison, and 
Lcck's Kaditeha, He is now wall on his! way 
to taking his second "Gold Star,” with Bart. 
fett his main rival inthe remaining four 


rounds. 
MARK FOGGARTY 


Second place man Phil Moore (Elfin-Repco) leads Bruce Allison (F2 Birrana-Hart). 
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E. W. HATFIELD LTD. 


1-7 SIDNEY STREET, 
SHEFFIELD S1 3PW 
TEL: (0742) 77651 


TRIUMPH DO 


3rd OVERALL A 


Sales and Service 
100 Corporation Street, Sheffield S38RF 
Tel: (0742) 730291 


SAVE \APPROXIMATELY €130. CARS OFFERED AT 
PRE-PRICE INCREASE—WHILST STOCKS LAST 


ia ROVER, TRIUMPH DISTRIBUTORS 
FOR DOLOMITE SPRINT 


THE REIGATE GARAGE LTD. 


23-36 AND Sila BELL STREET 
REIGATE, SURREY 
Tol : Reigate 43333/43334/49246 


SALES @ SERVICE @ SPARES 


ROSSLEIGH LTD 


FORTH ‘STREET, 
NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE 
PHONE: 0632 28981 


Demonstration models always available 
Large selection new cars 


LANKESTERS (Kingston) LTD. HARTWELLS 


j OF BANBURY 


39/43 EDEN STREET, 
KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES 


TEL: 01-546 3151 


OXFORDSHIRE 


Triumph Dolomite Sprint available 
for demonstration, anytime, any- 
where, any place. 
Telephone 
Banbury 51551-7 


Also branches at. 
LEATHERHEAD 74792 (G) 
KINGSTON 01-399 7254 


SALES @ SERVICE @ SPARES 
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OMITE SPRINT 


> CLASS WINNER 
OPHY-SILVERSTONE 


Triump 
SPECIAL TUNING & RALLY PREPARATION 


Phone Ken Barker at (Triumph Distributor) 


MAMOS SLOUGH 


57 Farnham Road, Slough, Bucks. 
Slough 24001 


FOR YOUR DOLOMITE SPRINT IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE 


WALLIS AND SONS LTD. 


121 Chesterton Road, 
Cambridge, CB4 3AT 


Distributors in Cambridge for 
ROVER — LAND-ROVER — JAGUAR 
AND DAIMLER 


SALES - SERVICE - SPARES 
Tel: Cambridge (0223) 69761 


EDWARDS MOTORS (Doncaster) Ltd. 


York Road, Doncaster, Yorkshire 
Tel: Doncaster (0302) 66861 


DAIMLER — JAGUAR — ROVER 
AND TRIUMPH 


Demonstration by arrangement (c) 


HEWITTS of WOLVERHAMPTON 


Stafford Street, Wolverhampton, 
Staffordshire 


Main Triumph Distributors for 
South Staffordshire 


Tel: Wolverhampton (0902) 24678 
Walsall 26567 


Stourbridge 5138 


JULIANS OF READING LTD. 


PORTMAN ROAD, 
READING, BERKS 


Distributors in Berkshire for 


TRIUMPH - JAGUAR - DAIMLER 
AND ROVER 


Tel: Reading (0734) 585011 © 
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RAC Tourist Trophy. The win was mast 


SILVERSTONE 


Graham gets it on credit 


By CHRIS WITTY Photographs by DAVID WINTER 


‘A unique double was achieved by former 125 ce world motor cycle champion Stuart Graham 
RAC ‘Tourist Trophy at Silverstone last Sunday. Driving 


Camaro, who assisted the Graham team by 
offering up his mechanics to supervise the preparation and undertake the necessary pit work. 

For Graham, winner of so many saloon races this year, the 107 laps of the Silverstone 
Grand Prix cireult presented no problems, especially after his closest rival Richard Lloyd, 
sharing his Simoniz Camaro with Dane Jac Nellemann, ran into brake problems after leading 
Initially from pole position. By virtue of being under no pressure, Grabam was able ¢o stroke 
his Camaro home with only one fuel stop in 313 miles. 

‘Completing a Camaro one-two and helping them win the team prize were Vince Woodman 
and Jonathan Buncombe in the former's Z28, albeit two laps down after an early delay. 
However they finished strongly, picking wp four places during the last fifth of the race to 


robbed of a class win when the team had to change a tyre but Whizzo had the consolation of 
lowering hls class lap record, the only person to do so In what many drivers treated as « race 
of economy. 

Fifth and another class winner was taken by Peter Hanson's DOT Opel Commodore and 
although stuck In top gear during the final laps, he just managed to hold off a hard 
charging Tom Walkinsaw whose works Capri 3000 GT had been delayed with 
unscheduled stop to change a wheel. 

‘The small class was won by Bernard Unett’s Chrysler Avenger after a tense struggle with 
John Markey's Toyota Celica throughout, the margin only being 33 5 at the end. 


some of the European Gi competitors made 


ENTRY and PRACTICE 


At fast the big one had arrived and for Gl, 
this year's Tourist Trophy race was the 
category's biggest test yet. It was a chance 
for Gl to prove itself against all its doubters. 
‘The organisers had taken a calculated gamble 
in switching this year's TT from G2 to Gl 
Saloons, especially after last year's superb 
Ford ¥ BMW battle, but with the RAC 
National Championship gaining stature at 
every round, it was a worthwhile move which 
attracted virtually every type of GI car racing 
in the British Isles today. In some respects. 
ft would have been an even better event had 


the trip but their cars don't comply with our 
‘own regulations and to conform would have 
meant too much work. Although it looks as if 
next year’s Gl series will stay the same. one 
wonders whether a change to the Belgian 
and Dutch G1 regulations would be a better 
move. However on to the event itself 
Practice had been taking place at the cir- 
cuit for several weeks previously with some 
pretty encouraging times coming through for 
the Japanese manufacturers. Barrie Williams 
in the Mazda RX3 had got down consistently 
below his class record and further extended 
his superiority over the Dolomites while John 
Markey’s Toyota Celica had been given a 


Having paced himsel{ well from the start, Stuart Graham had no trouble in easing his Brut Chevrolet Camaro Z28 to a convincing win in the Access 
rminded by SCA’s Adrian Chambers whose pit crew asn 


RAC TOURIST TROPHY 


whirl by Andy Rouse who recorded times not 
that far off what a Triumph Dolomite can 
achieve. What everyone wondered was would 


these fleet little cars last the distance at such 
a pace. 
Unofficial pr allowed for all_on 


Frigay while the official sessions were split 
during the morning and afternoon on Saturday, 
not that anybody was expected to go around 
shattering lap records. However, some people 
had other ideas 

‘Heading the entry was Vince Woodman in 
his regular Esso Uniflo Chevvy Camaro and 
sharing the car with fellow West Countryman 
and Mini ace Jonathan Buncombe. Following 
his blow-up at the British GP meeting, Vince 

jd been running with his back-up engine 
which is about 30 bhp less, but for the TT he 
was back on par powerwise, During the first 
Practice session Which was wet, Woodman 
Fecorded the quickest time at 1m 56.65, the 
22ks traction in the conditions aided greatly 
by his Firestone intermediate tyres. In the dry 
he ran Dunlops which, contrary to the author's 
faux pas in the Oulton report the other week, 
pleases Dunlop's Derek Freathy. Buncombe 
Wwas a lice slower in the wet but any 
attempts he had of beating Vince's second row 
ime of Lm 44.0, were foiled when a half- 
shaft broke during the final session and the 
mechanics knuckled down to changing it in 
the pits. Akin to the other prominent Camaros, 
the Woodman car was running a higher 3.07 
diff instead of the usval 3.3 for fuel economy 
purposes and like virtually everyone else 
Wwho was taking the event very seriously, the 
largest fuel tank permitted was installed with 
a capacity of something like 26 gallons for the 
‘American beasts. Brake ducts were also 
‘allowed. 

‘On race morning, Vince was seen scurrying 
around the paddock clutching a pocket cal- 
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The Alfa GTV of Barrios leads Unett's Avenger, Stock's Magnum and the rest into Beckett's. 


culator proclaiming a remarkable consumption 
figure of around 7.2 mpg. " Provided we're all 
lapping around 1m 45.08, I reckon we can 
just getaway with one stop.” It would be 
Close however and one wondered whether 
We'd see a Camaro freewheel into sight on 
that last lap, 

‘Jon Pletcher brought along his Glazepta 
Camaro which he was sharing with fellow 
Elan driver Richard Jenvey, but running a 
small fuel tank which meant several pit stops 
at least, Jon vas just hoping to finish. Then we 
had the controversial Malcolm Kay and bis 
228 which had only just been rebuilt follow: 
ing his banging escapades at Brands last Aug. 
Ust Bank Holiday, He was sharing the car 
with the promising Formula Ford driver 
Stephen South. When we questioned the paint- 
work, Malcolm told us that “it's been done 
by Andy Warhol.” With South concentrating 
on his FF heat on Saturday afternoon, he only 
drove the car in the morning and departed 
ashen faced. Gingerly he'd run seven laps in 
the wet on alicks! “I've got a set of wets but 
T'm keeping them in case it rains tomorrow, 
exclaimed Kay, who eventually posted a good 
enough time io get it on the second row. 
‘Another Camaro rarely seen in the national 
Faces were Malcolm Wayne's club 228, 

‘Along with the Woodman/Buncombe car, 
the other two candidates for outright victory 
were two of this season's regular front run: 
ners, the Simoniz/Rob Potter Camaro of 
Richard Lloyd and Stuart Graham's Brut 33 
car. Lloyd was sharing his car as planned 
with Danish F3 champion Jac Nellemana and 
not Peter Gethin as we had speculated. Gethin 
had driven the car earlier in the week, lap- 
ping a little slower than Lloyd, but as Nelle- 
mann had been contracted earlier and at 
Teast had previous Gl Camaro experience in 
Denmark, he remained the choice. There 
wasn't much to choose between them in the 
wet but Lloyd, after doing a lot of laps in 
the dry, extended his 400 horses just a little 
bit to get the pole at 1m 43.65, 0.8 s outside 
his record, 

Graham, on the other hand, was doing as 
few laps as possible, spending Friday running 
in a freshly rebuilt engine and having Ted 
Grace and Mark Lesuer of SCA assist the 
team's regular spanner man Keith Fell with 
the meticulous preparation. Consequently, it 
wasn't hard to find SCA's patron Adrian Cham: 
bers lurking in the background and acting as 
‘Stuart's team manager. Adrian speaks very 
highly of Stuart as a driver and we look 
forward to see whether the relationship blos. 
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soms next year. The Brut Z28 eased its way 
on to the front row Rist 0.26 slower than 
Lioy. 

‘The expected fragility of the Camaros has 
been greatly overcome during the recent Gl 
races and for this 500 kms event, Ferodo had 
produced their harder 2444 pad ‘material for 
them, this having already been used on the 
Alfas and such in long distance sports car 
racing. As for tyres, Dunlop's Jeremy Fergu 
son had them all fitted with the usual 484 
compound tyre but advised to run an older 
and harder 184 tyre on the offside front 

"The 2501 to 4000 cc class was swelled by 
the addition of several Capris and a couple of 
BMW Si saloons. However, it still left the 
class honours to wrest beiween our threce 
usual protagonists, namely Messrs Lanfranchi, 
Hanson and Walkinshaw. 

Peter Hanson's DOT Commodore GS/E 
was probably the best bet for the class, the 
Opel's past successes as a long distance racer 
putting It in good stead, or rather with a repu: 


tation to live up to. A new face in the camp 
was that of the much travelled Colin Bennett, 
@ mechanic of many teams but working for 
the first time on saloons at the request of 
Hanson. The car was fitted with the engine 
‘out of Tony Fall's Tour of Britain GS/E and 
fied with a two-way radio link to the pits. 
This was to see whether the system could 
put up with the internal vibrations created 
by racing conditions. If 30, then they'll use It 
on the RAC Rally. Hanson ran pretty close 
to the class record in practice, the only aggra. 
vation being a vibration which saw the lads 
ange the propshaft 

Both Tony Lanfranchi and Tom Walkinshaw 
were having fuel pick-up dramas, Apparently 
Tom hadn't come up on the Friday, as he was 
busy giving the Dagenham Ford workers a pay 
fFise so Tony's BMW became the first to suffer, 
Both cars had had their larger fuel tanks 
made up by a reputable North London manu: 
facturer but Lanfranchi's was @iree gallons 
short on capacity. Added to the fact that the 
fuel filter picked up some dirt, i necessitated 
4 new tank to be made up overnight by Peter 
Mackay and Roy Walton of Monorep who 
prepare the car along with Don "Quacker 
Duck" Abrams. 

However, they encountered further fuel 
starvation ‘on Saturday and also cracked 
front dise brake, A much larger CAV. fuel 
Alter was removed from the Trumph 2.5 Pl 
tow car but still the problem persisttd. It 
transpired that the actual foam content in 
the bag tank was littered with specks of 
grit and dust. So back they went to London 
and made up yet another tank. This time it 
worked but’ they only found out on race 
morning. 

Walkinshaw had a similar problem with 
fine grit getting through to block the filers 
on his Weber carburettor which effectively 
cut his practice to one flying lap. However, 
the lads from Borsham remedied the ailment 
for race day. Consequently Tom only got & 
lap in at 1m 49 5. 

‘The trio of Hermetite Capris looked very 
impressive with all three of the cars decked 
out in the sponsor's colours. Holman Blackburn 
was sharing his regular car with former Grand 
Prix driver John Miles who'd come out of 
retirement and expressed somb amusing 
remarks about G1 saloons, The car which 
had led the Spa 24 Hours was entrusted to 
another former ace making a comeback, Mike 
Crabtree, who had Dutchman Frans Lubin 
down as reserve driver. The third car was the 
‘ex-Broadspeed machine of Stuart Rolt/Nigel 
Clarkson. All three had their engines pre- 
pared by Racing Services, of which John 
Miles is a director. 


Tony Lanfranchi's mechanics make a valiant effort to change his differential in half an hour. 
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Blackburn ended up fractionally quicker 
than Miles in the dry by 0.2 s, but their 
session was cut short when a half shaft pulled 
‘out and the car lurched to a halt out in the 
country, The Crabtree/Lubin car suffered a 
body scurving manoeuvre ar Copse on Friday 
with Lubin at the wheel. In fact, although 
everything was okay for the following day. 
Lubin proved much slower than Crabtree an: 
never actually raced the car. In che third 
far, Clarkson was officially quicker than 
colt, 

‘Another Capri was the Wisharts example 
for Gordon Spice/Pete Clark, this much 
travelled machine having been back to 
Broadspeed to be prepared for the event. 
However, it was still very much a club racer 
‘and although Clarke practised it, he never 
raced, Superloon driver Ian Richardson paired 
up with Barrie Boult in the lacter’s rather 
slow club Capri while Martin Birrane cast 
aside our editor at the last minute in favour 
of Keith St John and something else. It wasn’t 
fa very wise choice and the car. which Is ¢o 
the same specification as Walkinshaw’s was 
predictably slow. As for St John, well, words 
inrot describe his driving 
‘The two Si BMW saloons were John 
Cooper's ex-Shellsport/Aramis car which first 
ran on © Tour of Britain drivin by 
Mike Woolley (who was Cooper's co-driver 
Incidentally) and the Irish BeeEm of Robin 
Rennicks and Tony Brennan, this being the 
original SheliSport car that Lanfranchi drove 
early Inst year. With Renoicks feeling il! over 
the weekend, Graham Birrell drove the car 
and qualified nearly 5 s quicker than 
Brennan. "It only goes above 5000 rpm.” 
said Graham, who elected to race it rather 
than his slow Halesfleld Hitiman Hunter GLS 
‘which ended aptly In the hards of Tom Leake. 

The ‘Triumph Dolomites were naturally 
strongest in the 1601 to 2500 cc class with 
‘all the regular Sprints appearing for Andy 
Rouse and Tony Dron in the  Broadspeed 
cars, John Handley (Roller Chain Distributors) 
and’ John Hine (Bill Shaw). The Equipe 
‘Arden car was withdrawn through not being 
competitive, 

‘Opposing them were the two Mazda RX3 
Coupes, the Mathwall/Castrol car for 
“"Whizzo" Williams with FF driver Syd Fox 
nominated as reserve plus the Penthouse pet 
for Wendy Markey and 1970 TT winner 
and G2 saloon ace Brian Muir. Witliams went 
very quickly in practice getting down well 
below His class record to end up on I m 
47.8 & while Muir also got into the groove 
with a car that doesn’t handle so well as 
“'Whizz0's" 0 set a m 48.8 5. The quickest 
of the Dolomites was a very hard trying 
Rouse on 1 m 50 5, the same time as Fox 
achieved. in the Mazda which must have 
dispirited Bridish Leyland hearts, There's just 
no way that the Dolom‘tes can live with the 
Mazda around Silverstone and" Whizzo 
reckoned he could even down to a 
i'm 46 s dead with the right tow and Heal 
track conditions 

“Tucked in Weliind Rouse, the rest of the 
Dolomites were very evenly matched with 
Handley just 0.2 s slower than the Broad- 
speed team leader. Hine was a further 0.2 s 
‘adrift. as was Dron, whose car was taken 
way midway through the session to have 
the gearbox changed as it kept jumping out 
of 3rd gear. 

‘The Roger Clark Cars Alfa Romeo team 
was being looked after on this occasion by 

‘and the 2-litre 
Rafael Barrios 


ding in the wet by Barrios, the Alfa was 
given a conservative 1m 5i.6 s, the same 
time as achieved by Ivan Dutton sharicg 
‘Man “Foster's Pinto-engined Ford Escort 
RS2000. A second RS2000 was that of Ken 
Coffey sharing with Formula Atlantic driver 
Cyd Williams as Paul Kelly was “ unavail 
able.” They experienced plug problems 
throughout practice. 

Both Gerry Marshall and Tim Stock had 
their usual Vauxhall Magnums, Stock’s having 
been rebuilt especially for the race and he 
spent the dry session bedding everything 
in while Dennis Bissell and Slim Athews 


shared their usual car. Another 2000 GTV 
entered was the ex-1972 Clark car in club 
Spec of Scot Eddie Labinjoh and Jon Dooley. 
Richard Scott was asked to briefly try the 
‘car to help iron out some problems and then 
Labinjoh went and modified the rear right 
comer rather substantially. Anyway all was 


fixed for the race when ironically, Dooley 
did the same. 
‘Completing the class was the Mike 


Chittenden/Jon Mowate BMW 2002 Ti and 
Tom Leake’s Hillman Hunter which Graham 
Birrell tried briefly as previously mentioned. 
‘The small class saw no less than three 
Chrysler Dealer Team Avenger GTs for 
Bernard Unett, Alec Poole and Roger Bell. 
Also. on hand to try all three cars as a 
reserve driver was rally ace Colin Malkin 
Unett also tried Poole’s car, albeit in the 
wet, while Bell also tried all ¢hree. Unfor- 
tunately the Motor editor had s coming 
together with Fletcher's Camaro at Copse snd 
the Avenger flipped over onto its roof. With 
Coventry not far away, Des O'Dell and his 
boys turned up the next day with what 

looked lke a new car. A great effort. 
‘Despite not having any real problems, the 
Avengers were ousted from the head of 
thoir class by the Stan Clark Alfa GT Junior 
Which he was sharing with his older brother 
Roger. To rub it in, John Markey’s Toyota 
just 0.6 s slower than 
class record at 


own after ‘Tony Goodwin, 
Slower, elected not to drive the car 
posted 1m 542 s which Poole equalled but 
Bell's misdemeanour put him further down, 
‘completed by Jenny Birrell 
and Gabriel Konig in the Halesford Avenger 
tomer with the similar car of Hugh Otiver- 
Bellasis/Pat Cobb and Melvyn Adams" 
Volkswagen Passat. A Dutch Opel Ascona 
also mate rhe trio driven by Rene Franken- 

Tom Meilink but was very slow 
and. ended uo as first reserve anyway. 

‘On the tyre scene, all the Dolomites and 
the Mazdas were running cn Dunlon’s 484 
tyre, as was the works Capri while the 
Avengers were on their customary 4188, The 
Quick Alfas and the Opel stuck to their 
Michelins SROs, 


Unett 


RACE 


A rain shower just before the start sent some 
‘competitors out on intermediate tyres and 
it was through making such a decision that 
probably cost John Markey the class win in 
the Toyota Celica. “I took a gamble and 
fitted the Michelin TBS intermediates. I pulled 
out 37s in seven laps but then it started 20 
dry out and the iyres began to overheat,” 
explained Markey. He was gradually caught by 
‘Stan Clark's Alfa which had removed Unewt's 
Avenger out of its path on lap six and con- 
tinued to make headway on the Celica. Half 
‘a dozen laps later. the Alfa was right behind 
the Toyota and the following lap moved 

from. However, Markey hung on and to his 
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Hot stuff! Peter Hanson's DOT Commodore has Tom 
‘the incredible Mazda RX3 of Whizz0 | 


his boot while 


surprise saw the Alfa dive into the pits on lap 
20 to take on fuel. The team had gambled on 
Tunning lighter fuel loads for speed in an 
effort to pull away. Had it not been for a 
head gasket failure when Stan came in 40 laps 
later to hand over to Roger, the ploy mig! 
well have worked. 

However, up front Lloyd had moved his 
Camaro inio an immediate lead with Graham 
and Woodman tagging on behind. Already 
these three eased clear of Hanson who had the 
incredible Williams, Walkinshaw, Lanfranchi, 
Fletcher, Blackburn, Handley, Rouse, Hine, 
Dutton and the rest strung out behind. The 
unfortunate Kay had been pushed off the 
grid with an overfilled fuel tank and he 
festarted from the back, However a wheel 
bearing packed up on lap 13. 

‘Meanwhile Lloyd continued to ease away 
from Graham while Woodman dropped back 
after about a dozen laps, preferring to run 
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‘Although the Vauxhall Magnums can't match the Mazé 


ikinshaw's Capri and Tony Lanfrancht’s BMW CSt up 


tries the outside line. 


and Dolomites, Gerry Marshall always tries his hardest. 


his own pace. This order continued for tap 
after lap while farther back, the drama was 
Starting to unfold already. 


‘A sextet had formed duelling for fourth 
spot involving the usual three—Hanson, 
Lanfranchi and Walkinshaw with Fletcher's 
burbling Camaro in among them as were 
Williams and Rouse. It really looked terrific 
but Lanfranchi virtually wiped out all his 
mechanics good work when he got onto the 
wet line while trying to avoid Coffey's stow 
Escort around Woodcote and slammed 
backwards into the sleepers. Somehow he 


of straightening the car. About 54 minutes 
Inter he rejoined, but then there was further 
drama for Rouse had come steaming into the 
pits on lap 10 with a spht fuel tank. Just 
over ‘half an hour later, the Broadspeed 
Dolomite burst into life again, the split tank 
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having been fixed and away he went, now 
hopelessly out of touch, but driving with a 
vengeance. 

‘Would you believe even more drama? This 
time the man was John Hine whose over- 
drive switch was playing up. He'd been 
running in company with Crabtree and 
Wayne's Camaro disputing eleventh place 
when the switch may fave cut in as 
he was negotiating Woodcote, He virtually 
repeated Lanfranchi's earlier mishap on the 
damp track and thumped the sleepers with 
a crunch. There he stayed. 

So at 22 laps and about one-fifth distance, 
it was four Camaros leading the field with 
Walkinshaw shadowing the Opel and then a 
slight gap co the flying Mazda. Then came 
Blackburn, Dron’s Dolomite and another gap 
before Handley, about to be swallowed by 
Wayne's 228. The former ETC champion 
was having similar problems to that of Hine, 
but without the same consequences and the 
lack of the overdrive was costing tim about 
2s a lap over the other Dolomites. He 
was however able to stay clear of Barrios in 
the Alfa which, like Clark, was running a light 
payload after 37 laps came in for fuel. Once 
again the Idea seemed to work for by lap 62, 
he was ninth overall and third in class 
Unfortunately on the car's second stop on 
Jap 70 for more fuel it stuck in fourth gear 
ind Lepp, who had just taken over, had to cope 
with B for the remainder of the race. 

‘An early pits visitor had been Jenny 
Birrell and after several more stops, ir was 
plainly obvious that the dgnition problems 
they were suffering had affectedly ended their 
race before it had begun. Fletcher broug! 
his Camaro in on lap 30 for a routine fuel 
stop and handed over to Richard Jenvey 
while a lap later, Woodman surprised all by 
coming in with his third placed Camaro. He 
complained of a vibration and thought a front 
wheel bearing had gone. The mechanics had 
a look, found nothing and sent out Buncombe 
just over 4 minutes later. It had dropped them 
to 19th just behind Markey's class leading 
Celica and bit by bit, Buncombe pulled back 
the deficit. Then Lloyd rushed in for a very 
quick refuelling and driver change stop of 
95s on lap 39, allowing Graham into the 

the ‘was ‘only a few seconds behind 
‘Walkinshaw had taken Hanson and 
wily clear while the other leading 
positions remained as before, except that 
ht'was on thus lap that Markey spun out in 
the country and Unett took the class lead 
he was only to lose briefly on lap 56 when he 
made his very quick stop. In fact the leading. 
Camaros were four laps clear of him at that 
point thereby reflecting the pace of the 
American cars. On lap 67, Unett was back in 
front when the Alfa stopped for good and 
that was it, for no matter how hard be tried, 
Markey failed to close the gap sufficiently by 
the end. Of the other works Avengers, Poole 
and Beli ran steady races throughout (0 take 
third and foureh in the class, 

‘On lap 41, Muir took over the Penthouse 
RX3. from Wendy Markey, the little lady 
having bravely started the car from its high 
grid position but a delay by having the 
Speedo drive pop out of the gearbox casing 
cost them time. Despite Muir tapping con- 
Sistently quickly and expressing delight for 
the ear, they were eventually unclassified. Two 
laps laier Rouse was in the pits again. This 
time a front wheel bearing had packed up 
and the team had to change it as well as the 
disc, He restarted and found company in 
Lanfranchi's BMW, the two of them running 
together for much’ of the race. The Dolomite 
then came in for fuel on lap 83 and three 
laps later, the rear wheel studs sheared at 
‘Stowe and he was out for good. 

Lanfranchi's troubles hadn't ceased either 
for he'd lost a further 32 minutes while his 
overworked mechanic had changed the ailing 
diff. This is an achilles heel of the CSi and 
towards the end, oil was being added 10 try 
and get it <o last to che finish. 

‘Up front, Graham made his stop on tap 
54, taking on 26 gallons of fuel in 80 5. He 
restarted still in second place and only 10 5 
behind Nellemann. Hanson had also stopped 
at the same time as did Jenvey and Handley. 
‘The Opel restarted in eighth place but was 
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quickly passed by Buncombe’s fast recovering 
‘Camaro. Blackburn was now behind Walkin- 
shaw, until he too stopped on lap 54. This 
put the Mazda into fourth place with Dron 
closing inch by inch. The Hermetite Capri 
rejoined with Miles at the wheel and ran in 
company with Crabtree for sixth place for 
number of laps before they too became 
viethms of Buncombe's continued progress. 

‘On lap 89, Dron brought the Dolomite into 
the pits for a very quick 27 5 stop for fuel 
and was away again without losing a place. 
Hanson pulled back another place by taking 
Barrios for eighth on lap 63 and immediately 
set off after the Blackburn/Miles Capri. Five 
Taps later, the Opel ‘had moved up another 
place while Buncombe was now about to 
pounce on Dron, 

‘Lap 70 saw Nellemann head for the pits, 
just before he was scheduled to, compl 
about lack of brakes. Lloyd took over only 
to spin at Becketts, “the pedal having gone 
Fight to the floor.” Back he came and a tot 
Of time was lost as the brakes were bled and 
the rear brake drums checked. Nothing was 
found to be amiss so Lloyd comtinued, by 
now well back and completely out of »the 
running. This gave Graham the race on a 
Plate and he was able to take things easy 
from jap 72 onwards, conserving his fuel to 
score a well calcul 

iving a hint of trouble. 
"A. lap prior to Nellemann's stop, Walkin 
shaw brought the Capri in for its routine 
refueling mop and found he had 40 change 
2 front tyre. Unfortunately, the replacement 
Wheel fouled the strut and he had to stop 
‘again four laps later, This dropped him down 
to eighth place and allowed Williams in the 
Mazda to take over second spat for a couple 
of laps. On lap 73, the RX3 came into the pits 
for fuel and, Nike Walkinshaw, found that a 
tyre needed changing. The stop coat them a 
minute over Dron who swept back into the 
and during the final 30 laps, 

unable to close the 
pit stops had allowed 
‘up %0 Second by lap 74 and that's 
where he stayed until Woodman took over on 
lap 80. ‘That stop dropped them to sixth but 
Woodman managed to reel them in, one by 
one, taking Miles on lap 85 and Williams, 
who had restarted and was lying fourth, on 
lap 91. Three laps later, Hanson lost a further 
place to the Camaro ‘as the Opel by now 
had become stuck in 4op gear. Therefore it 
became easy meat for the Mazda on lap 95. 
but looked to be safely clear of Walkinshaw 
who by then was 40 s behind and catching at 
4s per lap. The Ford failed by 10.2 8 at the 
fk 


a 
‘When the Buncombe/Woodman Camaro had 
made its second stop, this had moved Dron 
into an incredible second overall and that's 
where he stayed for many laps It wasn't 
Until lap 100 that the white Z28 thundered 
passed the Broadspeed Dolomite and that is 
more. or less how it finished although an 
Uncucky. retirement near the end was the 


Miles, Biackburn Capri when the diff packed 
up. 
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Corbeau Equipe Ltd. 


Write for illustrated leaflet to:~ 


. HASTINGS, SUSSEX TN35 4NN. Tel: 0424 435480 & 426360 


CORBEAU EQUIPE LTD., IVYHOUSE LANE, THE RIDGE 
SPORTSTUNE (Accessories) 
10 BRANDON TERRACE, 
EDINBURGH 
Tel: 031 556 3507 

We are also Scottish Distributors for: 

ALEYBARS, KONI, SPEREX, FIAMM , SPEEOWELL, 

BROWN & GEESON, CIBIE AND RESTALL 

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


AUTOQUIP 


12 Hagley Road West, 
Oldbury, Warley 
Worcs. 


Tel: 021 429 2951 


(demonitweeks mea) 


GATESHEATH SMITHY 
TATTENHALL, Nr CHESTER (off Main A41) 
‘Map Ref. 109 /474602 
Tel: (0829) 70429 After hours 
Open 7 days a week 9-5.30 p.m. Sundays 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 


ALL CAR EQUIPE 


(Opposite Brands Hatch Main Gate) 


MAIN ROAD, W. KINGSDOWN 
SEVENOAKS, KENT 
Tel. W. KINGSDOWN (047-485) 2271/3258 


NOMEX, FPT Overalls always o 


19 CANNON STREET 92 KINGSGATE ROAD 
BRISTOL LONDON, N.W.6 
BRISTOL 633710 01-328 1214 

330 RADFORD ROAD ‘SPEEDWAY MOD SERV STAT 
‘COVENTRY ANWICK CORNER, 
(0203) 28265 NR. SLEAFORD, LINCS 

INTON 832362 
Suppliers of Road, Race & Rally Equipment 
Specialists in Alloy Wheels 


PIT STOP ACCESSORIES a 


49 CROYDON ROAD, 9 CARLTON PARADE, 
BECKENHAM, KENT ORPINGTON, KENT 
Tel: 01-€50-1941 Tel: 6.24035 


We carry a vast range of Competition & Do-it-Yourself 
Accessories. All the Leading Brands. 


RIPSPEED 


533 HERTFORD ROAD, 
ENFIELD WASH, 
MIDDLESEX 
Tel: 01-804 0425 


MOTOCARE (4) 
235 DEANSGATE, 
MANCHESTER, M3 4EN 
TEL: 061 832 8236 


TON TY 


43/50 QUARRY HILL, 
TONBRIDGE, KENT 


Tel: (07322) 63333 Telex: 95626 
No writing out your order. Pay 
Phone vour details and Goods despatched (ASAI 


TONBRIDGE 


67 CAMDEN ROAD, 


: (0882) 20885 
BARCLAY /ACCESS/DINERS/AM EX 


RES 


PARK LAAN 26 
HAARLEM, HOLLAND 
Tel: (023) 316181 Telex: 41605 


WELLS, KENT 


Super discount including V-A.T. Home and Abroad. 
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Keijo Rosberg on his way to a very comfortable win in his Kaimann, 


Superb Rosberg’s SuperVee 


Freddy Kottulinsky may well have wrapped up this year's European SuperVee Championship 


with five wing in six races but there's no doubt that Keijo Rosberg Is the find of the 
son. The 25-year-old Finn who comes from Helsinki, but lives in Austria, took his works 
Canon-sponsored Bosch Racing Team Vienna Kalmann to a totaly dominant’ win in this, the 
penultimate round of the series and first time SuperVee have ever attempted the Silverstone 
Grand Prix elreult. 
Rosberg was left an easier task of scoring his 23.2 victory after the spectacular departure 
of Freddy Kottulinsky who unaccountably lost his ATS Lola exiting Woodcote and “did a 


Scheckter" — fortunately without causing & 
Into yet another excellent second place, 


| thrilling Jast-gasp_ effort at Woodcote. 
Venn who brought his Elden home 
‘Tommy Brorsson. 

Even though several of the British SuperVee 
runners have competed in foreign FSV events 
this year, this penultimate round of the 
prestigious European Vee series was the first 
time the regular championship chasers had 
crossed the Chiannel this year. It also gave us 
the chance to see just what a good job John 
Morrison has been doing for British SuperVee 
fn the continent this year and it also gave us 
a chance to assess the capabilities of 18-year 
old Chris Bamett, the young former British 
kart champion who's currently leading the 
British FSV Championship. We weren't to 
‘be disappointed. 

Unlike the mentality of our Formula Ford 
drivers, the European Super Vee circus con- 
sists of hardened campaigners and no quarter 
4s given. They don't squabble and complain, 
They simply deal with any aggravation on the 
track. The cars look far better than they 
used to and their lap times are on par with 
the current 24litre F3 cars, The prize money 
is pretty ood, too, with each round having 
& purse of £5,000 so why bother with FF 
‘when you can tour the European circuits and 
earn a living as well 

‘The large Austrian Bosch Racing Team 
entered their usual array of top-line Kaimanns 
for "Keke" Rosberg and the Swedish trio of 
Bengt Arvelid, Lennart Sundahl and Kennerth 
Persson, the latter fresh from clinching the 
Bavarian-based Castrol GTX FSV series at 
the Norisring a week before. 

Practice was split into two sessions, with 
the first being in the rain. "I know I'm the 
best driver in SuperVee when it rains,” 
confidently exclaimed Rosberg, and boy, oh 
boy, did. “Keke” prove it. Now running 
without the demon Bergman engine which 
had powered him to victory in the Jast 
Gold Cup round at Zolder a few weeks back, 
the unit having blown up at Norssring last 
week, he twitched and flicked his Kaimann 
around the Silverstone aquadrome in a style 
which brought yelps of delight ag the tail 
end snaked alarmingly while he negotiated 
Woodcote, the engine note rising and falling 
as the Finn nimbly balanced the car on the 
throttle before it evaporated into a plume of 
spray. He ended up nearly 2 s quicker than 
Kottuflinsky who in turn was about the same 
distance ahead of Persson. However, when 
it dried out during the afternoon, the posi- 
tions were reversed and Freddy notched the 
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imilar catastrophe. 

is third in three races, came Britain’s John Morrison 

who pipped the Royales of Bernard de St Hubert and the promising Chris Barnett by 0.2 
‘Another good British performan: 

jeventh just ahead of the Kaimanns of Bengt Arvelld and 


ice came from Bruce 


top slot at 1 m 32.0 s, just 0.2 s faster than 
Rosberg. 

‘Third quickest and heading the second rank 
of the two-two grid was John Morrison's 
Supernova, the only other person to break 
into the 32 5 bracket at 32.8's. Morrison was 
‘especially tappy, for during the final laps, 
he'd been involved in a big towing match 
with Persson, Rosberg and Peter Scharmann’s 
TOJ (nee Modus), but complained that they 
weren't pulling their weight and his time 
surprised him. Persson and Scharmann both 
tied on 1 m 33.2 5 while Chris Barnett was 
just 0.2% slower in this Rob Roy Racing 
D. J. Bond Royale. He's a boy to watch. 

Supporting Bernard de Saint Hubert's 
Royale (1m 33.65) on the next row was last 
year’s TT winner Harald Ertl, becoming 
Kottulinsky's team mate for the day when 
he was asked to take over Prince Leopold 
von Bayern's ATS Lola 1252. However, 
Harald complained of fuel surge on right 
anders but managed what he thought was 
a mediocre 1m 34.0 5. The two Kaimanns 
‘of Walter Raus and Lennart Sundahl formed 
the next line of defence, Raus equalling Ert 
time, while Sundahl was 0.2 s down, and then 
came Manfred Trint’s Jagermeister Kaimann 
Gm 344 s) and Ruedi Caprez (Royal RPI8) 
Equalling the Swiss driver's time on 1m 
34.6 5 was Britain's Bruce Venn in his Elden 
and Chris Smith in a David Warwick-entered 
Crossié 24F, just 0.2 s slower. 

Farther down the grid than expected, due 
to various troubles, were prominent cham- 
Pionship contenders Helmut Bross (Lola 
¥320) and Swede Tommy Brorsson (Kaimann) 

‘As the SuperVees sat waiting in the mar. 
shalling area, the start line area was engulfed 
by @ rain shower which liberally coated the 
track. Seemingly undeterred, out they all 
trundied on their dry tyres and moved off 
to fathom out the weather conditions around 
the circuit. As they reformed on the grid, it 
was noticed that Persson had taken the 
gamble and gone on to wet tyres. A gamble 
because the circuit was dry between Becketts 
ind Abbey and only the start line area and 
Copse had been rain affected. As Persson was 
still technically in with a chance of catching 
Kottulinsky for the series, we waited to see 
the result of the outcome. 

‘With the track still pretty wet, the field 
slithered away as the flag fell, Persson imme- 


diately pushing himself between the front 
row men to lead up until Stowe with 
Kottulinsky, Rosberg, Morrison, Scharmann 
and the rest strung out behind. 

Underlining their superiority in this year's 
series, the leading trio hove into view having 
broken away from the pack already, the sight 
‘of Rosberg, who was now leading, and Kottu- 
linsky slithering through Woodcote on slick 
tyres being a mighty sight. 

Freddy led lap 2, his team mate Ertl having 
already retired with ignition problems, but 
fas he crossed in front to complete the third, 


such force that it ended up stationary on 
more or less the racing tine. Fortunately 
everybody avoided the debris. We then were 
able to witness some unforgiveable dithering 
from the marshals who left the car sitting in 
the track for one whole lap. Once again 
everyone else managed to avoid it but it left 
doubts as to just how quick-witted some 
people are. 

Undeterred by Freddy's demise, 
was left. alone for. Kennerth’s 
started to break up and he began 
descent to finally 
down. As Woodcote dried out, the lead Ros- 
berg was pulling out over Morrison, who was 
now second, began to drop from an astonish 
ing 2 5 per lap, not that John wasn’t trying. 
Far from it, for right up his gearbox was 
Scharmann ‘with Barnett also "just within 
Striking distance. Then, having succeeded in 
getting clear of Trint on lap 8, St Hubert 
began to pull out the stops and close on the 
trio in front. Thus Trint dropped back slightly 
to see out the race with Ruedi Caprez, the 
latter's Royale looking to have got the better 
of the German until he slid off at Chapel on 
the last lap. 

‘Scharmann managed to oust Morrison for 
‘a couple of Ips before he picked up a rear 
Puncture and that put paid to his effort. 
However, stepping into his shoes to hound 
Morrison came St Hubert and Barnett, the 
Belgian about to relieve his epic Zolder battle 
with the Supernova driver during the last 
round. 

While appreciating Rosberg’s excellent win, 
all eyes turned towards the Daily Expré 
bridge on the last lap as this trio battling for 
second place burst into view, Hubert seem- 
ingly having the inside line and in front. But 
Morrison left his effort incredibly late and, 
with two wheels straddling the grass, dived 
inside in good old F3 tradition to snatch the 
place by a gnat's... it was terrific stuff! 


CHRIS WITTY 


John Morrison leads the F3 type field towards 
Stowe in his Supernova. 


‘Keke’ 


Fermin Supervee, Gait Sup championship 
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1st Keijo Rosberg 2nd Joh 


sine sos VOLKS 


SPECIALISED MOULDINGS LTD 


Manutacturers, Designers and Stylists in glass 
reinforced plastic. 
Redwongs Way, 
Huntingdon Trading Estate, 


Huntingdonshire 
Tel: Hunts 53537/8 


Sunday 22nd September (w) SUP E 


SUPERVEE F, VEE RACING, VOLKSWAGEN HOUSE, BI 
GOLD CUP 


Silverstone 
2nd JOHN MORRISON 


Equal fastest lap John Morrison 
John Morrison was driving 
the 1974 Supernova 


SUPERNOVA CARS LTD. 


FALLEND WORKS, DAUX ROAD, 
BILLINGSHURST. Tel : 2767. 


For sales enquiries contact Ian Williams. 


ROYALE 
S UPER VEE 


CARS SUPPLIED IN KIT OR COMPLETE FORM. 
AGENTS FOR HIEDEGGER ENGINES. 

ROYALE RACING LTD, ROYALE WORKS, LITTLE 
STAUGHTON AIRFIELD, LITTLE STAUGHTON, NEAR 
BEDFORD, BEDFORDSHIRE 
COLMWORTH (023062) 509 
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22ND SEPTEMBER 


VW GOLD CUP 


Morrison 3rd Bernard De St Hubert 


WAGEN 


ER BEHIND 


RVEE 


GHTON ROAD, PURLEY, SURREY. 01-668 4100 


Freddie 
Kottulinsky 


GOLD CUP CHAMPIONSHIP 
LEADER 
with the A.T.S. LOLA, in SuperVee 


AITIS| aang ye 


MINILITE WHEELS 


TECH-DEL LTD 
32-36 TELFORD WAY 
LONDON W3 
TEL: 01-743 0103 


MINILITE 


SPONSORS OF THE MINILITE SPEEDLAP AWARD 
FOR SUPERVEE SILVER CUP CHAMPIONSHIP 
1974. 
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The moment that upse 
a'teuch Trom Fox who wes 


SUPPORTING RACES 


a 


Necond/placs FF batile: Patrick Neve begins to go sideways ofter 
‘0 go off with Richard Hawhins, just visible between them. 


Morgan keeps them guessing 


Richard Morgan again dominated Formula 
Ford, this time at Silverstone taking maximum 
STP points over the Grand Prix circuit. Not 
on'y did he pull away from some of the top 
Formula Ford drivers that this country can 
produce during the final of the FF event on 
The Saturday, but he came from behind the 
leading men during his heat, having been de- 
jed by someone else's moment, to win 
‘that too, even when the track was wet, In the 
final, he got away from such notables as 
‘Syd Fox, Patrick Neve and Richard Hawkins, 
who were having a priv 


scoring, although Hawkins goes into third 
‘Spot behind Neve (43 points) and Geoff Lees 
(4), with 22 points, and Morgan, whose en- 
gine Was sealed after a protest from Mike 
lor’s sponsors, Wallspan, goes fourth with 
‘points. In the Historie event which followed 
the final on Sunday, it was a day of carmane 
with two 

with dents 
Green led initially, closely challenged by Joho 
Roberts, but Roberts was lucky to escape 
serious injury when his Lotus 16 went off 
Woodcote avoiding = backmarker. Green's 
Lister Chevrolet then stuck in second gear for 
a lap, aowing the pursuing pair of Lister 
Jaguars of David Ham and John Harper to 
take the flag first and second respectively, 
with the latter also winning the British Empire 
Trophy and the over 3000 ce class of the JCB 
championship, although Nell Corner has 
already won overall. 

‘The STP Formula Fords had two 10-lap 
heats on Saturday in the wet to decide the 
qualifiers for Sunday. In the first heat, Jim 
Walsh (Van Diemen-Scholar RF74) led ‘from 
pole position initially, using his extensive 
Silverstone experience, but was soon joined by 
Syd Fox (Hawke-Lloyd DL11), Tim Brise 
(Elden-Rowland PHIOD), and then Peter 
White's Royale-Minister RPIGA. The four of 
them battled away until Fox got by Walsh, 
and took the flag by 2.8 s from the Van 
Diemen driver. Brise was 1.6s bebind him 
‘with White just 0.6 s behind. Chris Woodcock 
in the Wessex Finance Dulon was some 9s 
farther back some way in front of John 
(Crowe's Merlyn Mk 25. 

In the second heat, which was faster than 
the first, Patrick Neve got a good start in the 
ShellSport Lola T340 from pole position to 
Jead, but couldn't get away from front row 
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neighbour Stephen South's Ray 74F and Bern- 
ard. Vermilio’s Van Diemen wtile Richard 
Hawkins’ Dulon Joined them from the third 
row. Benind them, however, Richard Morgan 
Wwas Involved in Alo Lawler's first lap moment 
at Copse which dropped him back to ninth 
and then on lap two, a large Scheckter-type 
midfield accident at’ Woodcote from which 
everyone escaped miraculously unburt, but 
which damaged eight cars, also delayed Mor- 
gan. However, as Neve wacched Vermilio and 
Hawkins scrapping behind him, Morgan 
climbed back up through the field, and while 
Neve slipped behind the leading tunch to 
‘Afth position having lost third gear, so Morgan 
caught and passed Hawkins and Vermilio to 
win by 1.68. Hawkins was a mere 0.45 in 
front of Vermilio, who was caught on the 
line by South for the same time with the 
gearless Neve 6s down. 

‘The final on Sunday, over 12 taps, was dry, 
and was chosen with the first man out of 
the quickest of the heats, and then the first 
of the slower and 20 on. However, after (wo 
warming-up laps, third in the championship 
Vermilio disappeared smokily up the pit road 
with piston trouble to non-start. Fox led from 
the flag with Walsh and Neve in close atten- 
dance, Walch leading for part of the lap but 
by Woodcote, Morgan already had a minimal 
lead, with Fox, Walsh and Richard Hawkins 
next, fractionally ahead of Neve, John Crowe's 
Merlyn and Tim Brise's Elden. Walsh wai 
slowly dropped on the next taps, while Morgan 
extended his lead, the Hawkins/Fox battle 
being further aggravated by Patrick Neve’ 
ShellSport Lola, with Crowe just ahead of 
Walsh. By the third lap, Neve, Hawkins and 
Fox had been joined by Crowe, who held sta 
tion at the back and watched Fox get in a 
few practice Woodcote manoeuvres for that 
vital last lap. Argenti, meanwhile, had fought 
to the front of the next bunch ahead of 
Brise, South, Walsh and a further long string. 

By half distance, Morgan had a 1.95 lead 
over the dicing trio with Crowe just watching. 
‘and waiting and then Matthew Argenti, who 
had pulled his Macinnes-Amcron Van Diemen 
away from Walsh, Robert Joubert’s ShellSport 
Lola and Chris Woodcock who were leading 
the big bunch, not an easy thing for a Formula 
Ford to do. With Morgan's lead up to 27 5, 
Crowe was slowly dropped by the Neve/Haw- 
kins/Fox battle until, on lap 10, Fox lightly 
nudged Neve up the tall going into Copse, and 
both of them, together with Hawkins, rotated 
considerably with Neve causing sufficient 
damage not to continue, although the other 
two came back into the race just after 
Argenti, who didn’t quite have the experience 
to keep them at bay. 


By the end of the race, therefore, Hawkins 
was in third behind Morgan who drove an- 
Other faultless race, and Crowe who had been 
very sensible, for’ third, and Fox, without 
nosecone, came home fourth, just 0.48 cover- 
ing Hawkins, Fox and Argenti, while Joubert 
upheld SheliSport’s honour io take sixth, 
fractionally ahead of Brise, White, South and 
‘Woodcock, with championship contender Geoff 
Lees next up. Walsh retired covered in some- 
one else's oll. 

‘With Neil Corner absent, it would seem that 
Willie Green would have the JCB final round 
ail his own way, but John Roberts’ Lotus 16 
was only 18s slower in practice with David 
Ham's Lister next up. 

‘At the start, sure erough, it was Green 
who took off into a quick lead, and although 
Roberts made a slow start, by Becketts it 
was the Lotus second some way behind, with 
per (3.8 Lister Jaguar) and David 
f, It was at Becketts that Peter van 
Rossem's Lister caused a major githoolie by 
Historic standards by being punted out of 
line, demoting himself to 20th spot, delaying 
Richard Bond's Cooper Bristol and Murray 
Smith's Porsche RSK as well as others, 

So by the end of the lap, it was Green, 


some 23% away from Roberts, then a gap tO 
the Listers of Harper and Ham, then another 
gap to Chris Drake's Lister and Alain d 


Cadenet’s Birdcage Maserati. On lap two, 
Roberts hauled in the Lister magnificently to 
take Green at Copse, only to 

‘Smith's Porsche briefly and on 
the next lap, Roberts again took Green, only 
to be retaken, Bekind them, Harper led’ Ham, 
then a gap to the dicing’ de Cadenet and 
Drake, the former leading the 2001 to 3000.cc 
class. Behind them was more action with 
Bert Young and Robert Cooper battling it out 
in their Listers. 

As the two leaders completed lap four, 
they came up on Andy MeLeenan's MG and 
while Green flicked round him, Roberts found 
the MG right in front, and in the ensuing 
moment, the Lotus shot off into the stand- 
Side barrier, bouncing all the way down to 
the Motor bridge where he very fortunately 
stepped out of the Wreckage although he had 
bruised ribs. This would seem to leave the 
race to Green, but on lap eight of the 10 
laps, Green was going slowly through Mag- 
gote with the car stuck in second. Harper 
took the lead with Ham following closely be- 
fore Green could get the car out of second, 
while behind them, de Cadenet had dropped 
Drake, and Van Rossem had made tremendous 
progress through the field to take sixth place 
from Young who had lost Cooper. While 
Green was ‘now healthy again, Ham nipped 
by Harper before Copse on the final lap, 
wat TReroer’ caged by” beck, enerusre. at 
Beckerts, Ham came home to win by 1.2. 
Green was next up with class-winning 
deCadenet completing the four. Gerry Walton 
(0 Connaught A) had his work cut out to 
keep the up to 2-litre class, for long distance 
sports car driver Tony Goodwin was never 
far behind in the Lotus XI Le Mans, Walton 
finally taking class honours by a mere 0.8 s, 
Exciting stuff this Historic car racing. 


BOB CONSTANDUROS 
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AINTREE 


Paul Weldon dominated the HSCC/GT40 event in the Mirage formerly owned by Anthony 
Hutton. Following are the Lotus 23 of Martin Ryan and Michael Ostroumoff's Lola. 


Sytner finds tow for victory 


Nine races with over 200 entries gave the 
Aintree Cireult Club a great deal to cope with 
for Its third and final meeting of the year but 
joothly, the last 

fy, ear-dams 


weather stayed fine throughout the after- 
noon, Altogether a very satisfactory way to 
end the season. 

Several championships came to an and 
Including the Classic Car series for assorted 
Interesting obsolete machinery and this was 
first in the programme to let those with helt 

and entries at Silverstone escape 
rarvation in his 2-litre 

Elva-BMW, Richard Thwaites sat on his first 
pole position after just five races and he had 
three powerful front-engined GT cars to think 
‘about oo—Mike Salmon’s P212 Aston Martin, 
Willie Green's lightweight E-type and Brian 
Classick’s rebuilt Bizzarini. Although the little 
Elva led for the first five laps, it was not by 
much and Thwaites was having to back off 
‘on Railway Straight to conserve fuel. Mean- 
while Salmon, Green and Classick were 
throwing their potent exotica about the place 

If they were worthless rather than price 
Jess although the Bizzarini disappeared after 
‘a few fast laps when a gear selector rod 
snapped. Salmon was fighting the Aston on 
narrow, 5 In rims because one of his wider 
tyres had punctured in practice and. this 

to become rather hot and 
bothered, shades of Innes Ireland in the 1963 
TT. Green closed in, passing not only the 
Aston but also Thwaites as well. The former 
hiliclimber fought back, retaking the lead until 
two laps from the end when Green outbraked 
hhim into Club and kept the door closed to the 
flag, although only 0.2 s separated the cars. 
Salmon dropped back a little after two scary 
moments under braking at the end of the 
straight but was still a solid third, well ahead 
of Michael Ostroumoff, having another good 
race in Rupert Glydon's Lola-Climax 

‘The 750 Formula championship made its 
first appearance at Aintree this year and 
provided an excellent race with a close battle 
for the lead all the way. To begin with four 
cars were in the hunt, John Richardson's and 
David Newman's DNCs, Richard Owen's latest 
‘Arcos Mk 6B and the Centaur of Lyn Evans. 
It was so close that each of them had a go 
at leading although Newman's spell in front 
was shortlived for he went straight on a 
country and lost ground. Richardson put hi: 
older DNC in front until Evans took over at 
half distance. Tt was not to be his race either 
for, after two more laps, a rod came through 
the block, leaving just Richardson and Owen. 
On lap 8 the very impressive Arcos hit the 
front for the first time and there it stayed, 
despite Richardson's best efforts, to win by 
0.2's. Newman and Evans made up for their 
disappointments by sharing a new lap record, 
the former taking third as well. A fifth car, 
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Kim Perry's DNC Mk 3A, might also have 
joined in the fun but failed to take up its 
second row position at the last minute when 
the carburetter played up. 

‘The Brook Hire Special Saloon event was 
good but could not live up to the excitement 
Sf the first two. It was cotally dominated 
by the trophy donor's cars with Dave 
Millington's Firenza winning from Tony 
Sugden’s Escort BDE. The only other car on 
the same lap was Malcolm Stevens's Ford 
Falcon, In the smaller classes there was 
much more going on, with Derek Walker 
creaming through the lot from the back of 
the grid in bis Fiat 850 Coupé, winning the 

tre class easily and just holding off Robin 
Farquhar's 1.3 Mini-Cooper S in the dash to 
the line. Peter Cartlidge drove a good race 
in his Ford-powered Austin ASO to be second 
V-lltre but third was a very debatable point 
between the Minis of the Georges Potter and 
Hard and Phil Hartley, and Gerry Taylors 
Anglia. The indigenous Ford won after both 
Georges had rotated and Hardey had blown 
a head gasket 

Although the two classes of the well-con- 
ceived and enthusiastically supported Northern 
Clubmen's Champagne Championship had 
already been secured by Ken. Shipley and 
Barry Joell, there was still an excellent turn- 
out for the final round, minus Shipley who 
was too fll to race but well enough to collect 
his prize, named after the late Gavin Scott 
After hie tow car had failed on the way, Frank 
Sytner resorted to one of Brook Hire’s VW 
pick-ups to bring his U2 Mk 12/15 to the 
Circuit in time to start with a 10 * penalty 
With the car going really well, Sytner was in 
a class of his own and stredked through the 
field from eleventh (out of 18) on lap 1, 10 
second on lap 6 and first, past erstwhile 
Jeader Malcolm Jackson (U2 Mk 14). five laps 
Inter. Needless to say, he broke the Clubmen's 
record by over a second. Behind Jackson, Joell 
had a lot of trouble fending off the second 
Martin Hall Steel Tubes U2 of Dave Pattle, 
only succeeding in the end by a few feet, 
both cars being given the same time, 

For reader Richard West of Newport 
Pagnell, the Sport class saw a superb three- 
way tussle between the U2s of Geoff Lambert, 
Joe Olsen and Alan Webb. Lambert's tenure 
of the lead was halted when the radiator cap 
came loose and his quick stop dropped him to 
third. In the last few laps Olsen's engine went 
sick when a water pipe failed which left 
Webb with the win by 10 s. 

‘The pig has come to modsports racing, 
both John Evans and John Pearson displaying 
porcine symbols on the flanks of their Lotus 
Elan and Jaguar XK120 respectively. They 
duly trotted off into the lead, with the smaller 
Elan in front at frst until the XK's tyres 
warmed up. However, Pearson was deter- 
mined to bring home the bacon and duly 
passed the Elan although he attempted nothing 


rasher than equalling the class record. Evan: 
on the other hand (sorry, trotter!), streaked 
to a new class record which may have won 
him the Aintree Trophy for the year. The 
Club's computer has still to work out the 
final placings. Bryan Litherland's E-type ws 

a lonely third and unlapped, unlike the best 
two of the many battling Spridgets, Ian 
McCullough’s and Peter Davey's hillclimber 
in the hands of arch-Spridgeteer of yore, 
Richard Sutherland. McCullough won,” but 
only just. Andrew Smith, who also owns the 
ex-Victor Raysbrook Elan, was forced to 
retire his ex-Nick Ramus Elan from fourth 
with a flat tyre, after only two laps 

John Allan's latest rear-engined Formula 
1300 device is certainly very effective and 
must give this year's champion Tim Gath 
Something to think about if they both con- 
Uinue next year. Allan led all the way 
although, as Gath accustomed himself to the 
circuit, he closed up and set a new lap record. 
Trying for the lead at Country on lap 8, he 
found a back marker in the way and the U2 
spun, resuming before anyone else had passed. 
Out of a tense battle for third emerged 
Richard Hurdwell’s Wells from the Elva-based 
Briokay of Brian Cocks, both of which had 
been trying unsuccessfully to find a way past 
‘Tom Hudson until his car seized sotid on the 
last lap. Mike Roberts has acquired last yeai 
championship winning Tetranychus Telarius, 
renamed it Navajo, and chased Allan with it 
for most of the first lap before spinning at 
Club. He resumed at a more sedate pace but 
still finished a good fifth ahead of Phil Lloyd's 
Nomad which also spun at the same place. 

The Formula Ford race for the Blakeford 
Trophy produced the usual good scrap, as at 
the last meeting between the Merlyns of Mick 
Starkey (Mk 20A) and Stuart Baird (Mk 24). 
Honours were just about even as the 15 laps 
unwound, with first Starkey and then Bair 
Sunflight car in front but all the time Dublin 
bank employee Eddie Jordan was drawing. 
them in with his Crosslé 20F, which has an 
engine prepared by English-based Irishman 
John Murphy. On the tast lap, as Baird walted 
to pounce on the run into Club, Starkey upset 
the plot by spinning at Country, forcing Baird 
to do the same and allowing the former 
kartist Jordan through to a win he wasn't 
expecting, although he had set fastest lap 
during his chase. Starkey and Baird rejoined 
to finish in that order before an unusually 
subdued Kelvin Hesketh came through in his 
Merlyn Mk 24. 

Paul Weldon easily dominated a poorly 
supported Historie Sports car race in his 
Mirage GT40 which he has bought from 
Anthony Hutton, Although a round of the 
GT40 championship, Weldon's was the only 
one entered. Now on his wider tyres, Mike 
Salmon gave a splendid demonstration of 
opposite lock tyre-smoking in the Viscount 
Downe Aston on his way to second place 
from the 10 8 mark. Instigator of these 
welcome additions to the Aintree programme: 
Martin Ryan, was third in Allan Brownlee 
Lotus 238, just holding of Michael 
Ostroumof's| Lola. For some reason the 
Ostroumoff car was in the same class as Ryan 
whereas Mike Adlington's wasn't, so the latter 
had a class win despite finishing four places 
behind the former, 

Hopes of a new outright record were dis 
appointingly dashed on the warming up lap 
when Ray Mallock's Ensign broke the fuel 
injection belt on its ex-Team Surtees, Hart 
BDA 1850. This left the formule tibre’ finale 
to Bill Wood's F5000 Trojan T1O1 but he was 
made to work hard for it by Chris Choat's 
2ilitre Brabham BT36 BDA which was looking. 
for all ways of passing the smart red car, 
Alas, on the penultimate lap Choat spun out 
of Village and, thinking he was now lapped 
by the leader, failed to carry on to the flag. 
‘This moved up Frank Sytner’s U2 into second 
and Jim Charnock's faithful Brabham BT30 
into third, the latter winning the Duckhams 
‘Championship as a result because Kim Mather, 
having lost his drive In David Taylor's Brab- 
bam BT38C, spent too much time spinning 
Vin Malkie’s Chevron Bl. 


IAN TITCHMARSH 
Results on page 60 
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ore. DEALER OPEL TEAM 


LENDRUM & HARTMAN 
(Motoring Services) LTD, 
122-124 King Street, London W6. 
New and used Opels for immediate delivery 
Tel: 01-748 0821. 


MOST MODELS AVAILABLE FOR 
IMMEDIATE N REGISTRATION DELIVERY 
DEMONSTRATIONS WELCOME 
HP ‘FACILITIES, SALES, SERVICE, 
PART EXCHANGES. 

PHONE NOW 01-845 3551 


VICTORIA ROAD 
SOUTH RUISLIP, MIDDLESEX 
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ore. DEALER OPEL TEAM 
KEEP YOUR EYES OPEN FOR THE NEW 
COMMODORE GE3 AT THE END OF SEPTEMBER 


ALEC LOBB GARAGE 


TEL: BRAINTREE 21313 


Largest exclusive 
Opel dealer in Hampshire 


wring, you of our best 
0 at all times 
ora DEALER OPEL TEAM 
SOUTHAMPTON ROAD HYTHE HANTS TEL: HYTHE (04214) 3036 


OPEL IN CENTRAL SCOTLAND 


Full range of cars and spares available 
CONTACT US FOR INFORMATION ON THE 
DEALER OPEL TEAM 
McKENZIE OF STIRLING LTD, 
KILDEAN MARKET, STIRLING 
TEL: STIRLING (0786) 4793 


rayo(olge | 


ope. DEALER OPEL TEAM 
FOR OPEL IN LANCASHIRE 


WILLIAMS MOTOR CO. 


13/15 ALBION STREET 


MANCHESTER, LANCASHIRE 
Tel: 061-832 8781/6 
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Geoff Githes leads eventual winner Alan Corbishley and the Mini Seen pack through the 


Esses early in event one. 


SNETTERTON 


Saloon car dramas entertain 


A programme of only five races may not seem 
worth travelling to a windswept Snetterton 
for but in just 


‘The 


‘Whole afternoon's racing 


near the Lucas bridge 
and necessitating stopping the ra‘ 
the re-run could commence, a torrential 
downpour swept the circuit’ delaying | pro- 
‘ceedings whilst those who had more suitable 
tyres changed to them, but even when the 


received for t 
‘some speculation 
date change to a very crowded end-of-season 
weekend but another school of thought felt 
the Esses dangers were still worrying a 
ge number of Club competitors. Happily 
(as detailed in Pit and Paddock) this corner 
ts now being changed for the next meeting. 
The best race of the afternoon opened the 
meeting. Once again the Mini Se7en competi: 
tors showed how exciting and close this cheap 
Formula can be and whilst the main interest 
centred on the leading battle between Geoff 
Gilkes and Alan Corbishley there were scraps 
aplenty all down the large field. Corbishley. 
who had been under Chris Tyrell’s record. in 
practice, shadowed Gilkes for the first few 
Taps until the early rain had dried off but 
from lap five the two Minis hardly ever had 
daylight between them, the lead changing 
several times a lap. Corbishley seemed to 
miss a gear in the Eases on lap eight and as 
he faltered, Gilkes nipped through on the 
inside much to Corbishley's surprise, the 
latter soon got it together ‘again and was 
in front again next time round only for 
Gilkes to pass again on Coram. Around the 
back, Corbishley again hit the front and both 
were delayed by a tail-ender in the Esses, 
this time Corbishley managed to hold the 
other Mini off around Coram and scrambled 
home by a bonnet. Turning now to the third 
Place dice which was almost as close Alan 
Seekings, having been passed. by Robert 
Addison ‘tried frantically to regain the place, 
almost collecting the Esses bridge on lap nine 
for his efforts and easing up on the final lap. 
Jim Robertson, who had rolled his Ripspeed 
‘car at the Esses in practice, spent mast of his 
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race being harried by Bob Vanson's Mini, the 
latter getting past on more than one occa: 
sion. Poor Danny Crosbie, driving in his last 
Face before retiring, got no further than 
foram on lap one before his Mini shed its 
distributor. 

‘Only one point separated Barry Foley (St 
Bruno Roughcutter) and Andrew Marler 
(Ellova) in the Pole Position Clubman’s 
Championship table both before and after 
Sunday's race for both drivers. again won 
their respective classes. Foley's task was 
somewhat easier than Marler's, the Rough- 
cutter soon dropping Dave Orbell's Stallwood 
U2 and giving him a troublefree win. Had 
Charles Tippet not practised his Gryphon out 
Of session, the result just might have been 
different for he was certainly going quicker 
than anyone else in the race and was soon 
up to third place and by lap eight had Orbell 
in his sights, steadily he reduced the gap ani 
a5 the two Supersports came down to Russe 
for the last time it seemed that Tippet might 
just do it. He took a wide line through the 
corner and tried to overhaul the U2 up the 
hill, failing by a length but gaining the 
fastest lap. Martin Mansell had a moment at 
the Esses early on with his U2 which spoilt 
a fine dice with Dave Bettinson’s Gryphon. 
He almost regained fifth from Chris Youens 
(Youens U2) and indeed, both this pair were 
rapidly closing on Bettinson’s  spluttering 
Gryphon, which had the most appalling fuel 
surge, as the flag came out. As we said 
earlier, Marler’s job in winning the l-litre 
ind FF-engined class was not easy even when 
he passed Nick Adam's Mallock but the 
Ellova just fheld on and both drivers took a 
new lap record which will remain theirs for 
fever with the forthcoming circuit change. 

‘As the flag fell to start the Formula Ford 
race poleman Rob Orford (Van Diemen) was 
still ‘adjusting his visor, Ken Pickering 
Gamun) seemed equally bemused and it was 
Glen Eagling who shot his GES into the lead, 
looking ‘round to see just where his rivals 
were. Lap one saw Orford in the lead but the 
Van Diemen couldn't shake off the heavy 
old Lotus 61-based GES and Engling was 
back in front on the next lap. While these 
two made the running, John Lipman had 
charged his Elden up into third and while 
challenging Orford at Sear, found himself in 
second with the Suffolk driver sliding down 
to sixth. In the confusion, Pickering, his 
Jamun smartly turned out thanks to his new 


sponsor Charles Oldridge, moved into second, 
only to spin himself at the very same corner 
next time around. Eagling thus ran home an 
easy winner from a rapidly improving Lip- 
man, deserving his win and hoping for more 
next year when the Van Diemen arrives. 
Orford moved back to third only to lose the 
place to Micki Dee's Merlyn in Russell with 
only a few yards to the flag. 

As the big field of Special saloons set off 
for their ten laps, hoping that the very black 
clouds in the south-west would keep away 
for the next 15 minutes, there was almost 
immediate drama by the’ Lucas bridge. The 
Mini of Dave Thomas suddenly veered to on 
side and charged the armco, leaping into the 
air and landing on its side and almost 
instantly igniting. The driver was quickly 
extracted but the fire was very flerce and 
there could be no question of the race con- 
Unuing. As the yellow and red flags came 
out, Tony Allies (Cooper “S") seemed not to 
realise what was happening and passed Peter 
Baldwin, incurring the wrath of the stewards 
and a £10 fine. One pace lap later the grid 
re-assembled, just as the deluge descended. 
It was “all change” time for all, apart from 
those who tried to bluff it out and those who 
decided to stop there and then. Geoff Wood 
was persuaded to leave the grid for his ultra- 
low “Escort-BDA had neither wets nor a 
screen wiper! Allies did the next pace lap 
fon slicks and then changed tyres, further 
delaying the start. Finally the field got away 
to be headed on lap one by the newly-shod 
Allies Cooper “S" but for only as long as it 
took a driveshaft to detach itself. Peter 
Baldwin's Mini-Ford took over the lead albeit 


on only three pots and with both Gerry 
Glass's 850 Mini and Neil Totman's 14itre 
Mini in close attendance, The two I-litre cars 

‘and then were themselves. in 


dropped Gh 
trouble, first 
and Baldwin finding the Marshall 
finally cooked Its ailing engine, Ds 
was the new leader in the Bowra Cooper "“S” 
but something went sadly wrong with his 
engine «and Bob Morey found himself well in 
the lead until the flag. Glass was second and 

class victor and Totman third with his 
spoils being the I-litre class award, 

Finally eight cars emerged for the Mod- 
sports race. Dave Tomlinson led throughout 
in ‘his Elva Courier. Barry Wood's Ginetta 
G15 was a safe second after Edward Reeve’ 
Midget shed a belt off Its supercharger, the 
Midget drooping down the field to be passed 
by David Hipperson's 1340 cc Midget and on 
the last lap by the garish gold metalflake 
Lotus Europa of Andreas Mohringer. Hippé 
son was also lucky to finish when his car 


blew a head gasket 
MIKE DIXON 


oie Bie 
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INTERVIEW 


Gerard Larrousse 


from rallyist 


to sports car driver extraordinaire 
The thrice Le Mans winner talks to PETER WINDSOR 


You broke into motor racing through rallying. 
How did you begin in rallies? 

Well, when I was a student living in Lyon 
1 saw some rallies in the mountains there. 
I never saw any motor racing, only rallies 
A friend of mine had a Simea, so we decided 
to compete with that, and we continued rally- 
Ing for fun for about four years. We were 
supposed to be studying at the same time! 
Then I had to do my military service, but 
when that was aver I gained a place in the 
NSU team. This was in 1966, and we began 
to do races as well as rallies. 

How interested in racing were you at that 
stage? 

‘Of course I knew nothing about racing. and 
did not know many people who were involved. 
with it. I knew a bit about Le Mans and 
the Grands Prix, but that was all 

Did you go as far as you would have liked 
in rallying ? 

1 would have liked to have won the Monte 
Carlo, I think I had the chance to win it, but 
I didn’t take it. That's my only regret.” But 
once I'd got to that stage I had no more 
Interest in rallying because T had had the 
best car, and driven for the best team. 
Having “done both, do you enjoy rallying 
I really like rallying, '@ Wke to do it again 
for fun, but I think you must always go up. 
I needed to go racing In order to progress 
Now that I've raced I'm looking for some- 
thing more than prototypes, because I've 
driven for the best sports car team and driven 
the best sports car, 

Do you think that good rally drivers neces- 
sarliy make good racing drive 

I think they're so different that you cannot 
go from one to the other without a lot of 
practice, It Is the same if a racing driver 
takes up rallying. Even with the best co-driver 
he will probably go off the road. But if a 
rally driver were very successful, 1 don’t think 
it would help him if he were to take up 
racing. It's 80 different. 

Going back to your career, how did you pro- 
gress from NSUs to Porsche 9178? 

After NSU I drove Alpines for two years, but 
1 was a bit disappointed with the races i did 
for them. ‘The cars were not so good, and 
the team was not well conditioned. And there 
way not much money ... Then people from 
Porsche asked me to do some rallies, which 
I agreed to do—but at the same time T asked 
to be given a chance in sports cars. Sol did 
some rallies for Porsche in 1969, and very 
soon I had the opportunity to drive a sports 
car. It was at Sebring, two months after 1 
joined Porsche. I did some testing for them 
there, and then 1 did the Targa Florio and 
Le Mans. Rico Steinemann, Porsche's sport 
director at the time, was a great help to me 
because he knew the problem I was having 
1 was well-known because of my rallying suc- 
cesses, but I had so little experience in cir- 
cuit racing. 

Did you ever consider taking up motor racing 
via the Volants Shell or one of the many 
rucing schools in France? 

No, it was too late. I was already well-known 
from rallying, and it was very difficult for 
me to do Formula 3 or Volants Shell or any: 
thing like that. My Way was to get in through 
sports car racing. 

And 1969 turned out to be a very good year 
for you, what with second place at Le Mans. 
Were you happy with that result ? 

No, I was not, of course! It was really stupid. 
1 think we could have won it because the 
Porsche 908 was a bit faster than the Gulf 
But Jacky (Ickx) was young, and he was 
determined to win. 

You said earlier that you'd like to progress 
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- Larousse —an excellent racing record 
in both Matras and Alpines this year. 

from sports cars presumably to 
Formula 1? 
Well, I'm not sure that 1 will get out of 
sports car racing. 1 am already 34, and a bit 
old to begin Formula 1. 1 know that. But 1 
think that if I have the opportunity to get a 
good car, it will be good fun for me—and 
Very good experience. 

From a driving point of view, isn't it frustra: 
ting always having to conserve the car in 
long distance races? 

Yes, we do that, but now less and less 
because the races are more difficult. When we 


are trying hard in qualifying 1 think we are 
‘going just as hard as in Formula 1. Of course 
during the race we drive to save the car. 
That is our job. I don't like to drive like that, 
but I like to win, you know! 

Can you tell us something about your 
Formula 1 drives with Bretscher Racing ? 
Really, 1 can't say a lot about that. I rented 
the car from some Italian people, and the car 
is managed by some Swiss people under M. 
Dubler. That's all. We had an agreement for 
two races, but I’ hope we can drive a bit 
more. The car is good but the team is, you 
know, very poor. 

Did you find there was a lot of pressure in 
Formula 1 after sports car racing ? 

I can't really say now, as I have only done 
two races. I was a bit disappointed with the 
ambiance of Formula 1. There Is a lot of 
pressure. But it is more interesting from the 
point of view of the driving, and of the car. 
‘That's definitely for sure. 

What are your favourite circuits ? You always 
seem to go well at Spa. 

Yes, but I don't like Spa, it's too fast for me. 
I like circuits that are not too fast and not 
too slow. Like the Nurburgring. 

What about Matra? They must be fantastic 
It’s really nice to drive for them because 
it's a very safe car and there is so much 
Science in everything they do, Also. the 
ambiance of the team is very good, parti 
cularly for me because Pescarolo and 1 never 
have any disagreements as to how we share 
the driving or who gets the qualifying tyres 
during practice, and things luke that 

How have the Matra engines developed since 
you've been there? 

I think the biggest improvement in the past 
two years has been in torque, The engine Is 
now much more powerful at low revs. ‘That's 
& big difference from last year—we can 
change gear less. 

How does it compare with the Alfa flat-12? 
The Alfa engine looks to be as powerful ai 
the Matra, perhaps more powerful, but 
hasn't so much torque, and I don't’ think It 
would be as easy to drive with. La 

T think we had a bit less power than 
but the Matra handled so much better, 60 
we have improved in both ways! 

Having won Le Mans three times now, how 
Jong do you think Matra will continue racing ? 
I don't really know. Every year about Septem- 
ber the problem 

know until Decem! 
Can you see them returning to Formula 1 
with their own cars? 

Yes, 1 think there is a good chance. 


Gerard Larousse scored his third Le Mans win in this Matra partnering Henri Pescarolo, 
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All your weekend sport 


The British Airways 1000 Kms 
is back and it will be bigge 
and better than ever. It’s two 
Years since the last BOAC 1000 
World championship sports car 
race in Britain. That gap seems 
to have left the competitors as 
Well as the spectators desperate 
for a return—no. less than 60 
entries have been received for 
the Brands Hatch classic. 

The large number of entries 
has had to be reduced by the 
organisers to 46 of which 30 
will be able to start. The race 
Itself starts at nos ‘Sunday 
but on. Friday” and Saturday 
there. will be. six hours of 
gruelling practice _ for 
Silitre prototypes, 2-litre GS 
‘and G4 cars to quall 

Despite having won the 
championship, some months agc 
the all conquering Gitanes Matra 
Simea team. are. turning up. in 
force with two of their fabulous 
VIZ MS670s, It’s avery. long 
time since the wonderful high 
pitched scream of perhaps the 


most powerful unturbocharged 
‘engine in racing has been heard 
in Britain and. it will be worth 
going just for There is very 
Tittle toch between” th 
driver pairings, Jean-Pierre Bel: 
tolse/Jean-Pierre Jarier and 
Henri Pescarolo/Gerard Lar 
rouse. Jarier is. predably the 
quickest” of them all but 


Gerard Larrousse—good chance 
Larrousse/Pescarolo hay 
ness and reliability on their 
Gulf are mounting a 
strong challenge with. tw 
fcr Derek Bell/David H 
Vern Schuppan/Reine | Wisell, 
They have been doing a great 


deal of testing in Britain recentl: rridar—Seotember 27 : i 
fand will probably have a new o oa we 
car on hand. Beli/Hobbs is a seotom es : 


Very strong combination and if 


speed. they had "in the. final 


drivers could well mean a win 


[AUTOSPORT, SEPTEMBER 26, 1974 


for the British based team. 

An extra incentive for the 
Gulf team to finish well up is 
that they are looking ¢o take 
second place in the champlon- 
ship away from Porsche. The 
German manufacturer has been 
represented in this year's. series 
by" the incredible turbocharged 
Carrera run by the Martini team 
and driven by Herbert Muller 
and Gijs van Lennep. Few people 
in Britain will have seen this car 
and It’s a toss up between it and 
the sound of Matea V12 as to 
which is the most compelling 
factor in sports car racing. The 
twisty Brands circuit should suit 
this mighty midget and it may 
well be able to mix it with the 

rototypes. 

‘Among. the other litre 
entries, British fans will watch 
with interest the progress of the 
‘Argyle. March which will be 
handled by current F5000 cham. 

ship leader Bob Evans and 
on car man Richard Lloyd, 
Italian Lola 7284 willbe 
th watching too as one of the 
Grivere is none other than Lella 
Lombardi who has shown a great 
turn of speed in recent races 

There Is a huge 2-litre entry. 
these cars also appearing for the 
first time this year in. Britain. 
The main interest will be the 
works Chevron entry of the B26 
powered by Brian Hart's own 


ce 


» 
Nay 


Jean-Pierre Jarier—fastest ? 


engine and driven by Peter 
Gethin and Brian Redman. These 
two drivers are. so experienced, 
especially round. Brands, that 
this car will undoubtedly embs 
rass some of the bigger capacity 
machines 

The G4 car entry is full of 
Porsche Carreras but the driver 
list contains some great names. 
European GT championship win- 
ner John Fitzpatrick heads the 
ist but has for company. Ti 
Schenken, Arturo Merzario, Rolf 
Stommelen, Vie Elford, ‘Toine 
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All your weekend sport 


Hezemans, Roger Clark and TT 
winner Stuart Graham. The full 
entry list is given below—it is 
full of “name drivers” in 
tremendously exciting cars and 
the race, which will be full of 
drama off the track with pit 
stops for refuelling. tyre, and 
driver changes, promises to be a 
great spectacle 


Derek Bell—vast ex} e. 


On. Saturday the penultimate 
round cf the very exciting John 
Player Formula Atlantic practice 
is being held, The entry is of 
course first class. for this 
Formula and with the champion 
ship very much in the balance at 
the moment, competition will be 


4 


Brian Redman—works Chevron. 


keen, 
the new Lotus signing Jim Craw. 
ford, but after failing to score in 


Current points leader is 


the ‘last round, his is 
under fire from John’ Nicholson. 
These two will be joined at the 
front. by "the. Grand — Prix 
supporting race dominating duo 
of Alan Jones and Dave 
Morgan. These two plus Brands 
specialist and last round winner 
Tony Brise will be hoping. for 
good. results to boost their 
standing in the championship 
runner up placings. 

@ Brands Hatch is situated on 
the main A20 London to Maid. 
Stone road. The nearest station is 
Swanley which is reached from 
Victoria 

@ Ladbrokes odds for the British 
Airways 1000 on Sunday at the 
beginning of the week were: 2/1 
Henri Pescarolo/Gerard Lar- 
rouse; 5/2, Jean-Pierre Beltoise 
Jean Pierre Jarier; 5/1, Derek 
Bell/David Hobbs; 6/1. “Herbert 
Muller/Gijs van Lennep; 7/1, 
Vern Schuppan/Reine . Wisell! 
8/1, Peter Gethin/Brian Redman: 
12/1, Tim Schenken; 14/1, Rolf 
Stommelen; 16/1, John " Lepp 
and John Fitzpatrick 20/1. 


HOCKENHEIM 


‘The F2 European Championship 
enters its final stages this week 
end at Hockenheim. ‘The ultra 
fast slipstreaming German circuit 
should provide a tremendously 
exciting race. The works Marches 
of Hans Stuck and Patrick 
Depailler are very close at the 
top of the championship table, 
while the private car of Jacques 
Laffite is pressing them both 
very hard. Stuck, in front of his 
home crowd, may have an advan- 
tage, but any mistake will be 
severely pounced upon. Another 
strong candidate for victory is 
Tom Pryce who will once again 
be partnering David Purley in 
the " Harper Chevron Team. 


Another strong Chevron runner 
could be Harold Ert! who recently 
acquired the ex-Baty Chev. 


ron chassis. The EM 2s are 
always quick at Hockenheim and 
Nogaro winner Patrick Tambay 
will want to prove himself in 
championship | event. Michael 
Leclere Is another who will 
probably shine, along with other 
¥2 regulars Jacques Coulon, 
Masami Kuwashima, and Gabriele 
Serblin 


OULTON PARK 


‘A demonstration of Formula 
Super Ford cars will be one of 


the main talking points at Oulton 
Park on Saturday. Cars are 
expected from. Dulon, Van 
Diemen, MRE and Crossi¢. 
Championship races will _in- 
clude Fis, Mexicos and FFs. The 
Lombard 'F3 points chasers will 


include Swede Conny Andersson 
who Is always very quick at the 
Cheshire circuit and should give 
the regulars Brian Henton, Tony 
Rouff, Danny Sullivan, | Mike 
Tycrell and Alex Ribeiro a good 
run for their money 

‘The FF BOC contestants will 
have two heats and a final to sort 
themselves out, while the Moto- 
craft Mexico race will provide a 
new winner, as Colin Vandervell 
Is not entered. 

Other races on the programme 
are Historie. Sports cars and 
Special Saloons, Racing starts at 
2'pm. 

The Formula 3 


regulars should 
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Harold Ertt—hired Chevron. 


MALLORY PARK 


‘There are eight races on the card 
for the Mallory Park meeting an 
Sunday. The main events will be 
the Shellsport Clubmen's Super 
sports. and. Simoniz — Special 
Saloon events, both of which 
have two races. Clubmen's is 
producing same of the best rac 
Ing seen’ in any formula at the 


moment, and. competition at 
Mallory’ will be fierce. Leading 
names include Noel Stanbur 


Barry Foley, Richard Cresswell, 
Vernon Davies, John Davis and 
Richard Mallock én the big class; 
Alex Ferrada, Peter Froude, 
Creighton Brown and Arthur 
Mallock in the small class 
Special saloon stars will in- 
clude Gerry Marshall, Nick Whit 


ing, John Turner | and. John 
Macdonald, 

Other races include Triplex 
production saloons, Low Cost 


Racing F4 and Blue Circle Mod- 
sports championship events. Rac- 
ing starts at 2pm. 


LONGRIDGE 


‘The little Longridge circuit in 
Lancashire has 75 entries for its 
ten-race programme, and for the 
first time ten cars will be 
allowed to start each race. In 
addition to the event for Libre 
be appearing at 


Oulton Park. 


cars, Formula Ford, Saloons and 
Modsports, there will bea dis- 
play of Ford Rally Sport. pro- 
ducts during the day. Racing 
starts at 1.30 pm, 


F/Ford will be at Longridge. 
@ After che drama and excitement 
of the Access TT at Silverstone 
last_weekend, the Northampton: 
shire circuit will be the venue of 
the lower key clubmans meeting 
organised by the Peterborough 
MC on Saturday 
@ The BARC North Western Cen: 
tre are short of entries for thelr 
Oulton Park meeting on October 
& Races will be for Jobn Player 
antics (final round), Forward 
Trust, stloonm,, Trlcentéol. Spore 
and GTs, Britax G1 and non- 
championship FFs. Anyone wish- 
ing to enter should ‘phone Ken 
itchell at Southport 78655, 
@ Anyone who has not received 
regs for the televised Thruxton 
meeting on November 16 should 
contact John Wickham at’ Wey- 
bill 237899268. 
@ Anyone unable to get to a 
race meeting on Saturday should 
check their daily papers for the 
time of a nine-minute colour 
documentary of the Elf Tyrrell 
Team's progress in 1974. The 
film will be networked at some 
stage during the World of Sport 


programme. One interesting 
feature of the film is that it 
catches a moment at Monza in 


practice when Jody Scheckter 
kisses the Armco—something he 
forgot to tell the team at the 
time and which would explain 
the car being out of track. 


5 
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John Turner takes an initial lead in the Superloon event. Eventual winner Mick Hill is second. 


THRUXTON 


Pedro is the 100km victor 


‘Tricentrol provided the backing for last Su 
day's unexpectedly sunny BARC meeting at 
Thruxton, Brazilian Pedro Victor de Lamare 
ured 100 km Tricentrol Sports/ 
‘Alan Smith FVC-engined March 
745, after Martin Raymond (Targe 
Hart T204) had fallen foul o 
bothers when looking set for a runa 
‘Tricentrol also 
Swoon affair, 
‘man, Mick Hill in the V8 Capri. It was Tony 
Roui's turn to win a Lombard North Central 
F3 round with his GRD-Vegantune 373, while 
& very popular decision made Nick Whiting 
Alcoa Man of the Meeting after two stirrin 
Bursult races in his All Car Equipe Escort 
‘A’ regretted non-starter in the opening 
Simoniz" Speciat Saloon round was Damien 
Magee who had put John MacDonald's David 
Wood-powered Escort in the middie of the 
front row before trouble struck. As It was, 
John Turrer made a 
‘Skoda-Chevrolet_ and 
tage over Nick Whiting 
for thereafter the rather smoky Skoda 


could not shake off the very determined Whit- 
ing. The Skoda won its eighth victory by just 
0.8 s after a fire scrap. Zekia Redjep was 
all alone in third place with the Glenview 
Garage Escort-BDG, but behind him there was 
4@ racelong battle between Denis Welch's splen- 
did. old Anglia t/c and Phil Winter's olass- 


was back ahead and stayed that way to the 
finish, 

Although only 16 cars came under starters 
orders for the Tricentrol 100 km Sports/GT 
race, it was an event full of drama. Jeremy 
Lord and Les Aylott were two men who never 
even made the grid. Lord had a " broken rear 
axle" (to quote the official reason) on the 
Minilite Lola T280 on the warming-up lap. 
while Aylott's now 1600-engined Ardua ran 
its bearings ir practice. The start was amazing 
as with Lord missing and Martin Raymond 
and Peter Andrews (Bradshaw Plant Hire 
Martin-FVA BMIO) failing to start on the 
button, nobody moved from the front row! 
De Lamare shot through from the second row 
to lead in the March, while last man away 
of all—on about 4 cylinders at first—was John 
Jordan in his mighty McLaren MSF. Martin 
Raymond was really showing his class after 
his delayed getaway and it only took him 
until lap '5 before he passed de Lamare for the 
lead. The way he was going it looked as 
though Raymond would ‘lap the field, but 
then on lap 13, he ground to a disconsolate 
halt at Club with a detached electrical lead, 
allowing a surprised de Lamare back into a 
lead he held with ease to the end. Behird 
the leaders, Paul Weldon (Mirage GT40) fought 
long and hard with Michael Andrew's quick 
little Alexis-BDA Mk 19. Later in the race, 
Andrew began to make up a lot of ground 
under braking and passed and drew away 
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from Weldor's distinguished machine, only 
to have second place snatched from him on the 
very last lap ‘by Peter Andrews who had 
driven an exccilent race after his early delay. 
‘The top six was rounded off by John Calvert 
Camel Huron and Lynden Thorne's Coventry 
Autolift Services Aldon AL2~ which - had 
Survived a quick spin at Segrave on the way. 
De Lamare, who was visiting Thruxton for 
the first time and who had a rather troubled 
practice, was the recipient of the Tricentrol 
Gold. Sovereign. 

‘After the scrutineers had satisfied them- 
selves that John Brindley's Camaro was not 
about to lose a wheel, Brindley made a crack- 
ing start to lead Brian Pepper's similar car 
for the first wo laps of the Triplex Produc- 
tion Saloon race. Meanwhile South African 
Bob Ridgard caused alarm and despondency 
by losing his Z28 at the Chicane in front of 
the pack, while Brian Rice’s Camaro went off 
for good at Cobb, Ridgard soon began making 
up places and finally grabbed third place from 
the exuberant Bob Saunders (Dolomite Sprint) 
fon the last lap. Tony Shaw (Capri sponsored 
by—you've guessed, Southern Organs 
International !) would ‘have been third but a 
last lap spin dropped bim to sixth behind 
Derrick Brunt’s leading Hendon Way Motors 
Magnum. Alan Minshaw spent most of the 
race tailing the Avenger GT trio, but with 
two laps (0 go the Demon Tweeks car began 
to move up and took che class to hold his 
Championship lead over Brunt. It was 
‘Moskvich day in the cheapest class with Tony 
‘Stubbs taking over from Conder's team-mate 
Peter Jopp on lap 6. They might have had a 
hard ‘fight if Simon Watson's little L&G 
Imp had not been badly held up by Ridgard's 
‘gyration on the first lap. 

The Lombard North Central F3s were down 
to 12 runners again this week but the race 
‘was @ good one. Danny Sullivan put bis ex. 
Bob Evans March 733 on pole but retired his 
misfiring car_almost immediately. Rain bad 
started to fall just before the start_ but 
fortunately it didn't develop as Tony Routt 
took the lead from Mike Tyrrell's Tony Roles 
March and the similar car of Nick Von 
Preussen. The latter held second place for a 
while before Tyrrell found a way by. The 
Antiguan put heavy pressure on Rouff and 
was very close indeed on lap 7, but fell back 
slightly on the last lap. Alex Ribeiro took 
fourth place with the Hollywood GRD, while 
Jose Chateabriand pulled off from fifth place 
with “his Novamotor/Toyota-powered | SPI 
March. Brian Henton's usual March was 
driven by the Brazilian Jan Bouder 
(or “Jam Butty” as ‘the mechanics have 
christened him) and staggered around at the 
back with a dreadful misfire. After non- 
starting at Brands, Jorge Koechlin made his 
F3 début in the new Bob Bondurant-backed 
EldenBrown PRHI6, and despite an early 
spin, finished a workmanlike 7th. 

‘John Turner made it look as though he 
would make it two wins on the first lap of the 
Super Saloon event, but an ominous puff 


of smoke marked his departure on lap 2, just 
as Nick Whiting made for the pits with the 
bonnet falling off his Escort. It duly fell 
before fhe had actually stopped and he shot 
back into the race with hardly a pause. Mean- 
while Mick Hill had built up a reasonable 
ead; well it looked reasonable until Whit- 
ing began to make inroads into it. The bonnet- 
less Escort fought very hard but at the flag 
the big Capri had the verdict. There was 
another battle for third place with Bill 
Dryden's ultra-fast SMT Firenza getting the 
better of David Howes’s AMC Javelin, which 
was sounding very flat towards the end. 
Taking advantage of retirements ahead of him 
(Messrs Redjep, Tony Whibley (Drake & 
Fletcher Firenza) and the irrepressible Welch), 
Jobn Pope took fifth place after a steady run 
in the remarkable Magnum-Aston Martin, 
Hi equalled the Special Saloon lap record 
‘on his way to victory. 

‘That strange affair, the Repco Caravan 
Championship» was concluded with another 
Andrew Higton victory, the 
‘Championshi 


V8) and John Heppenstall whose driving 
looked positively smooth compared with Hill: 

“The largest field of the day (28) lined up 
for the second Simoniz qualifier. Richard 
Longman (Mini-Ford) took advantage of a 
grassy moment by Jeff Ward (Epic Accessor 
ies Greetham Imp) to lead but dropped out 
on tap 2. Thereafter there was no catching 
Ward who set up a new class lap record on 


his way to victory. The real battle was for 


indy 
who only just made it to the finish. 
turned’ out to be an Imp-lominated rac 
aided unwittingly by Ray Payne. The Hartwell 
Imp, in the thick of the fight for second, blew 
sp ‘aigtity. ands ‘pece of engine, went 
through the radiator of Martin Seltic! 

Suing International. Shoe Fincings, Mini! Nell 
Dineen gave some consolation to Richard 
Longman by winning the 850 class from Roger 
Gill's Imp after the customary close scrap. 


CHRIS MASON 


eee 


Special stage 


@ Entries have now closed for the 
Lindisfarne 10° be held on Octo- 
ber 5. Over 150 entries have 
been received. Top crews include 
R. Clark/J. Porter; W. Sparrow, 
R. Spokes; T. Fali/B. Coleman ; 
D. WHeggie/G. Dean; B. Lee/J 
Gittens; C. Sclater/M. Greasley; 
T. Pond/M. Wood; A. Dawson 
K. Gormley (Escort RS), R. 
Brookes/J. Brown; N. Rockey/ 
P.. White. The rally is being 
sponsored this year by IDEM ( 
division cf Wiggins Teape Ltd) 
fand they are putting their name 
to the rally, IDEM. have been 
sponsoring the ex-Clark Escort 
RS of Donald  Heggie/George 
Dean for some time now and 
the Lindisfarne marks the first 
‘occasion where the company 
have moved into rally event 
sponsorship. 
© No, it’s not a fiddle, Last week 
we reported that Jim Porter 
would be accompanying Roger 
Clark in the RAC Ford works 
team. Jim Porter is, of course, on 
the Organising Committee of ithe 
nd Ford Competitions 
‘or Tony Mason will be 
co-driving Clark in the formidable 
Clark, Mikkola, Makinen and 
‘Alen team, 


Datsun forum 


A Datsun Forum is being held 
tonight at the premises of 
Alllisons of Doncaster (Wheatley 
Hall Road, about 8 pm) with a 
panel consisting of Chris Sclater 
and Mike Greasley, Alec Poole 
and Jeremy Ferguson. There will 
be a display of competition cars 
and a film show, including the 
first showing of Datsun’s film of 
Inst year's Safari. Admission is 
free, 


Woodbridge entries 
still available 


‘There are still quite a few places 
left on the entry for the Tavern 
Woolbridge Rally, Round Ten of 
the championship. Top entries 
already. received include Paul 
Faulkner, Russell Brookes, Bob 
Chapman and. Nigel Rockey. 
Those wishing regulations and an 
entry should contact Rick Gould 
at Cleaveden 4494 


Saltire : big off for Andrew Cowan 


St Andrew's and District Motor 
Club's Saltire Rally was the 
fourth counter in the  Shell/ 
Scotsman series, and the event 
attracted allt 

crews, with 15 
Fife and Perthshir 


‘The event was won handsomely 
by Donald Heggie In the IDEM. 
Wiggins Teape Escort, with the 
wmiliar face of tan Muir in 

the hot seat. With his car's 
braking system now restored to 
proper working order, Heggie wa: 
wstest on each of the first six 
stages, and led comfortably at 
the Auchterarder lunch-halt. In 
the second half, Donald lost some 
time when the front anti-roll bar 
detached itself at one side, but 
he had enough of a cushion in 
the lead to absorb this delay. 
in sparkling form, 


into the lead of the Scottish 
Championship. 

‘Second place went to Mike 
Hibbert/Mike Malcolm in the 
excellent Ken Wiltshire prepared 
Escort RS2000. Mike's dimes in 
the second half showed that he 
is now right back on top form 
and his relatively silent and 
Smooth progress through the 
stages was a joy to watch, 

Bill Taylor/lan Maclver brought 
the Royal Bank Escort into third 
place, Bill trying as hard as ever: 

‘minor excursion in the second 
Biairadam stage almost certainly 
cost him second place 

‘The rejuvenated Arthur Jasper 
was a popular fourth, with Bill 
Crabb “navigating, while Tan 
Milne bad his best result for a 
long time in finishing fifth, in 
front of Alastair Findlay ‘and 
Frew Bryden. 

‘Andrew Cowan retired on the 
fourth stage at Blairadam forest. 
‘There is a giant yump near the 
finish of the stage on the rough 


straight out to Locharnie Farm, 
‘and although not masked with 
caution board, it was included in 
the special ‘stage instructions. 
Andrew had just selected fifth ai 
‘over 100 mph when the car took 
Off, and landed straight. How- 
ever a front suspension ball 
joint broke on landing and the 
car carvered off Into the trees, 
Before coming to rest, upside 
down and heavily damaged. 
Thankfully Cowan and McNeil 
escaped with minor cuts. 


Saltire winner Donald Heggie. 


‘The other competitive Vaux- 
hall, the Samson brothers’ vener: 
able Viva, also retired here after 
a heavy nose-first landing. Alan 
Arneil spoiled his chances with 
an early off when his throttle 
jammed open; and Willie Craw- 
ford's wretched: luck continued 
when his electrics failed in mid- 
Stage, costing him four or five 


‘This Saturday's Dukeries Rally 
has attracted a top class entry 
from all over the British Isles. 
The exciting entry includes such 
well known names as. Roger 
Clark (last years winner), Tony 


Pond, Billy Coleman, ' Chris 
Sclater, Barey _ Lee, ' Russell 
Brookes, Will. Sparrow, Andy 


Dawson, Jack Tordoff, and Tony 
Drummond, 

‘The event starts as usual from 
the Post House at Sandiacre at 
7.00.am and there are expected 
to be 26 special stages in Sher- 
wood Forest and north and east 
Nottinghamshire. The halfway 
halt is at Blyth. Eight of the 
stages have been designated 
" spectator stages.” These are 
follows: Blidworth Forest. 120 
(metric)/592524, 7:10am and 
3.40 pm; Clipstone Forest 120/ 
638620 and 611583, 8,05 am and 
2.45 pm; Gamston ‘Airfield 120/ 


699769, 8.45am and 12.30 pm; 
Wigsley Airfield 121/855694, 
12.50 pm; Tonge’s Farm, 121/ 


880599, 1.10 pm; Winthorpe Air- 
field 121/825567, 1.20pm. First 
crews are expected back at the 
Post House around 6.30pm and 
the prizes list totals £900. Top 
20 entries are as follows 

1, R Clark/J. Porter (Escort RS) : 
2, B. Coleman/M. Holmes (Escort 
Rs); 3, J. Tordoff/P. Short 
(Porsche Carrera): 4, T. Pond/M. 
Broad (Opel Ascona); 5, W. 
Crawford/Ian Muir (Escort’ RS); 
8, B. Lee/J. Gittens (Escort RS); 
7, R. Brookes/J. Brown (RS2000} 


edited by fan Sacler 


A top class entry for the Dukeries 


8, W. Sparrow/N. Raeburn (Mag- 
num Coupe); 9, C.  Sclater/M. 
Greasley (Datsun Violet) ; 10, N. 
Rockey/P. White (Escort RS) ; 11, 
C. Beynon/L. Andrews (Porsche 
Carrera); 12, G. Hill/K. Wood 


14, A. Dawson/J. Foden (Escort 
RS); 15, G. Beaver/S, France 
(Escort RS); 16, K, Videan/P. 
Valentine (Datsun 2602); 17, R. 
Eyre Maunsell/N. Wilson (Chrys- 
ler Avenger); 18, I. Gemmeli/1 
Knox (Chrysler Avenger) ; 19, P. 
Clarke/H. Scom (Escort RS); 20, 
C. Wathen/D. Sills (Escort 'RS). 


Second seed Billy Coleman, 


New Carrera RS for Marek Gierowski 


Following the loss of his 
Porsche ‘Carrera on the Circuit 
‘of Donegal Marek Gierowski is 
finalising the building of a G4 
Carrera. The car is being built 
by Automotion, a new venture 
being run by Marek and his 
partner Geoff Schofield. Based on 
@ factory development shell the 
car will be completed to full 
Carrera lightweight specification 
and will weigh 930 Kilograms. 
The engine is a 2.8 litre unit 
giving around 240 bhp at 6500 
rpm equipped with 9118 Cam- 
shafts and Weber carbs in 
search of increased flexibility 
and simplicity. The gearbox is a 
low ratio 5 speed version and is 
geared to a top speed of 125 
mph. Suspension is up to works 


Safari specification and is adjus 
wle for both rough and tarmac 
events. The lam week's testing 
session in Bagshot has given 
very good results. The car's first 
event. ls the Dukeries and then 
the Lindisfarne 

Marek’s plans for 1975 
centred around an attempt at 
European Rally Championship as 
four qualifying rounds are in the 
UK. This ambitious programme 
being subject at the moment to 
the finding of a suitable sponsor 
for this car. Marek has estab- 
lished excellent links with the 
Porsche factory which enables 
him to offer quick delivery of 
spares and anyone interested 
can contact Marek at 01-289 
0908, 


Rothmans Liban-Syrie Rally 


Closing date for individual 
entries. on the forthcoming 
Liban-Syrie Rally is the 28th 


September. The event is being 
sponsored by Tobacco Exporters 
International. They were recently 
forced to cancel the Cyprus Rally 
and are hoping to pick up 
entries from this event for their 
latest venture. The rally starts 
in Beirut on Friday 18th October 
and finishes there on the Sunda; 

Two thirds of the route will be 


run in Syria and a third in the 
Lebanon. The route is being 
divided into. sections and re- 
grouping points have been fixed 
to allow drivers time for rest 
‘and refreshment. Special stages 
are included for classification 
More information can 
ined from Derek Smith 
at the registered office of 
Tobacco Exporters International, 
27 Baker Street London WIM 
2AB; telephone 01-486 1244. 
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Special stage 


Saab pull out 


News coming in from Maly this 
week concerning the San Remo 
Rally indicates that Saab will not 
be contesting the event. The rally 
is not suitable for their cars, 
especially as it is 65% tarma 
Trombotio will be appearing with 
a works Alfetta 2000. (which first 
appeared on the San Martino) 
now producing 240 bhp from its 
16 valve engine. Other San Remo 
entries includes a Triumph Dolo- 
mite Sprint entered by Innocent! 
for driver Gianni Besozzi. Two 
Lancia Stratos will appear for 
Munari and  Ballestrierl. Mehta 
and Lampinen will be driving the 


of San Remo 


new Beta Coupés and if Lancia 
achieve a good result they will be 
sending two cars (Betas) to USA 
and Canada for the POR and 
Rideau Lakes. Parent company 
Fiat will have a formidable line- 
up of Markku Alen, Pinto, 
Bacchelli, Barbasio and Verini 
James Rae and Henry Liddon will 
of course be driving the Kleber 
Escort RS on the event. On 
National Rally in Italy later in 
October, Lancia plan to enter 
two. Stratos. for” Munari with 
racing drivers, either Reggazoni 
or Merzario, ai the wheel of the 
other. 


Overall — drivers 


1, T. Drummond 89; 
Faulkner 83; 3, G. 


37; 10, J. Church ; 
Maunsell’ 34, 


Overall—co-drivers 
1, M, Peters 63; 2, D, Richards 
1M brown si &; Re wosd 
Shore 32; 0 M. Malcoim | 


Group | — drivers 
1, R, Brookes 87: 2, J. Rhode 
Bo Prete 484, Re Eyres 
Mauncell 42'S, 8. Bennlag 40; 
ce Mack 33:7. C. Plena 30 
8: W. Sparrow 26 9, 1. William: 
Son a7 10e De Hardcastie: D 
Mccarry 24 


Group I—co-drivers 


3° R. Parrott 40; 
D. Thomas 33; 6, N. Wilson 28 ; 
7, S. Bye 24; 8, L. Fisher 21; 
9, D. Roberts 19; =10, P. Scott ; 
T. Binns 17. 


Ladies — drivers 


J. Robinson 49; L. Jackson 15; 
J. Neate 9: "J. Denton; R. 
Clinton; R. Smith 6. 


Ladies—co-drivers 


D. Rogers 40; H. Tidbury 9; 
P. Gullick; Mrs K. Clarke 6; S. 
Baker 4 


FULL POINTS LISTINGS 
WILL APPEAR NEXT WEEK 


@ Latest positions in both cate- 
gories of the Escort Champion. 
ship after the Manx are as 
folows; Mexico division: Peter 
Kitching 37 points; John Beadle 
28 points; Stephen Broad 20 
points. $2000 division: David 
McGarry 39 points; John Pearson 
29 points; Alan Wlison 25 points. 
‘The three remaining rounds are 
the Lindisfarne on’ October 5, 
the Grasshopper on October 20, 
and ‘the Hereock Simpson on 
Octcber 26. 


Finnish points 


After Hannu Mikkola’s victory on 
the Finnish Kesoll Rally their 
National Championship is closer 
than we had Imagined. With only 
‘one round to go points leader Is 
sUill, in fact, Timo Makinen with 
Tapio Rainio, Simo Lampinen and 
Hannu Mikkola following, all 
Separated by a narrow margin 
Mikkola's points have been 
‘obtained from only three events 
and with only the best four 
results counting, Makinen, if he 

round, can only 
add two points to’ his total, 
bringing him up to 58. Hannu 
Mikkola only needs to finish sixth 
to equal Makinen, and. in that 
event he would take the series 
as he has achieved points from 
more outright victories 


Formica sponsor 
Willie Crawford 


Formica Limited are sponsoring 
Willle Crawford's Lothian Sports 
Cars Escort RS on the Lindis 
farne Rally on October th. 
Bryan Harris, usually to be found 
sitting next’ to Tony Fowkes, 
will be looking at the maps. 
Formica, whose factory is in the 
vicinity ‘of the organising club's 
HQ. manufacture laminates for 
both domestic and industrial 
application. 


Sclater’s car 


Chris Sclater will be driving on 
Dukeries with the 1790 cc single 
‘be engine fitted in the Datsun 
Dealers Violet from UM Grun- 
holm's 1000 Lakes car. The 
engine is producing around 170 
bhp and although not as suitable 
for the Dukeries as the twin-cam, 
it isa much more tractable 
engine, giving more torque over 
‘@ wider rev-band. Chris will also 
have rear disc brakes fitted for 
the first time. It Is expected that 
all the RAC Rally care will be 
$0 equipped. 


Rally navigation 
evening course 


{arting on' Thursday, October 17, 
‘at 7.15 pm Nigel Raeburn will be 
running another series of evening 
classes at Wythenshawe cover 
Ing all aspects of rally navigation. 
The course, which consists of 
six classes on Thursday even. 
ings. will include basic map 
reading and timekeeping on both 
road and stage rallies, and also 
cover co-driving on International 
rallies, the use of pace notes 
and other more ‘expert’ topics 
For details of how to enrol, the 
address is: Wythenshawe Adult 
Education Centre, The Birtles, 
Wythenshawe Town’ Centre, 
Manchester M22 SRF (tel 061-437 
1231), 


It ail turned out to be rather pointless for Billy Coleman/Henry Liddon. 
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Sherry Rally 
— surprises 


Surprised winners of the Sherry 
Rally turned out to be Tony 
Stone and Andy Joseph with thelr 
Huart-Cotrali sponsored Lakeland 
Motors Escort RS1600, after two- 
thirds of the finishers had been 
excluded for speeding and Billy 
Coleman/Henry Liddon with the 
Clarke and Simpson Escort had 
been held up by a train on a 
special stage. A new law in Spain 
insists on full authorisation to 
be granted before regulations can 
be published and with no pre- 
regs, the entry forms were very 
late’ in appearing. Consequently, 
only 44 entries were received of 
which only 33 made the rally 
start 

Three stages were cut from the 
first leg due to a high fire mak 
and another had to be abandoned 
when, ironically, the BL Spain 
Mini ‘entry caught fire and burnt 
out. This feft just «wo stages with 
any bearing on results on the first 
leg. The rally ran in two more 
legs bringing the remains of the 
poor entry back to the finish at 
Jerez. Sixteen cars managed to 
compiete the route but the 
organisers announced on Saturday 
morning (the rally terminated on 
Friday evening) a list of com: 
petitors who had been caught and 
excluded <wo hours after the 
Wednesday start in a radar trap. 
This brought the entry down to 

ind the originally fourth 
keland Escort inherited 
a win and nearly €2,000 in prize 
money. 

Billy Coleman and Henry Lid- 
don set fastest time on seven of 
the 17 stages of this international, 
but suffered from a deranged 
front strat while tackling a rough 
27 km stage which was used on 
the World Cup Rally. The inner 
wing split allowing the strut to 
move progressively in location 
until it'was more or less resting 
against the carburetters. As it 
‘was they dropped only 4m, com: 
Pleting the final 22km of the 
stage (such was the level of com- 
Petition), and had the car repaired 
after Parc Ferme before starting 
the following section. Unfor- 
tunately the first stage of this 
section, at Castellar, proved to 
have more in store than they 
could handle —in the form of a 
goods ‘rain which trundled over 
4 level crossing and then stopped 
at_a signal, still blocking the 
crossing, for 5m, The next con- 
trol had unfortunately closed ; 
there being only 16 cars running 
and 15m lateness, Coleman pro- 
tested to no avail and then took 
it to the FIA who wanted to im- 
pound the car; so he backed 
down from such action and 


‘accepted that on the Sherry Rally 


Williams versus Williams 


LLANDOW 


Davies’ three on home ground 


Despite a disappointing entry at Liandow on 
‘Sunday, It had much to excite an apprecia- 
tive Welsh crowd. The star was Vernon Davies 
Ihls Matlock U2 Mk 14 winning three races 
‘and equalling the outright lap record twice and 
setting @ new Clubmen's Supersports record. 

Special Saloons were their usual enter- 
taining selves fighting for Welsh Championship 
points in this final round of the Welsh 
National Motor Racing championships. The 
production ‘sportsoars were exciting, thrilling, 
entertaining and full of thrills and spills, the 
Sar being Peter Taylor in his V2 E type 
Jaguar using up his tyres in lurid spin after 
lurid spin. Even the Formula Fords, goaded 
by the desire for championships points, thril- 
Ted this crowd normally only excited by the 
spectacle of Special Saloons which thrive 
at this circuit, 

‘The opening race was 
Chubmen's SuperSports Challenge Seri 
‘which is quite a mouthful and the sight of a 
‘Scotsman in full kilt attempting to speak in an 
Irish brogue and an Englistman vainly trying 
10 wing the Welsh anthem was a real eyetul. 
This race, after the record equalling times of 
practice, promised ruch but a short shower of 
Pain before the start spoilt this. Vernon Davies, 
arriving late after changing to wets, shot off 
Into the lead leaving a long struggling line of 
his fellows behind with nary anything remotely 
resembling a challenge in sight. 

‘The race for Prodsports was really enter- 
taining with Peter Taylor storming away from 
the start to continue his antics of practice. 
He was closely pursued by Andrew Roughton 
and Rod Gretton in their Lotus Europas. After 
collective moments at Bottom Bend, Gretton 
appeared in the lead with Taylor using con- 
siderable skill and a bit of bravery to try and 
close the gap. Towards the end he began to 
close rapidly but Peter tried too hard and 
spun from Paddock Bend to the start line 
in-an enormous cloud of tyre smoke. He 
covered brilliantly and stormed off again 
almast catching Rod Gretton at Devils Eibow 
but again losing it, going sideways along the 
grass in front of the grandstands, narrowly 
Avoiding the Armco, leaving Gretton to take 
a well earned victory. 

‘The Clubmen’s race opened with Frank 
Sytner blasting away from the line in his 
Mallock U2 Mk 15 holding a clear tead from 
Vernon Davies until Devils Elbow. He then 
realised he was not going to get round at 
that speed and spun spectacularly on the 
entrance to the bend. Vernon then had an easy 
run to victory setting a new Clubmen’s and 
Outright equalling record with Stephen Russell 
of 34.4, 104.65 mph, and at the fastest race 
average at the circuit of 101.38 mph. 

‘The Formula Fords, who normally form a 
Jong queue, had two groups fighting all the 
‘way. Scrapping for the lead were Roger Orgee 


in his Dulon MP15, Bryan Sharp in his Mer- 
lyn 24A, and Ian Moore in his Dulon LD9, 
the latter two gradually cutting down Roger's 
lead making the last laps a real fight to the 
finish, Roger winning from Ian Moore with 
Bryan Sharp third. The second group, 200 
yards behind, battled throughout with’ first 
Tony Broster and then Dave Granville break- 
Ing away to finish in that order. This result 
ro Moore the Welsh Championship and 
the first prize of £250 which was well deserved 
for consistent and successful driving through- 
Out the season. 

Special Saloons provided the best racing of 
the day with everybody dicing at one stage 
or another right through the field. Brian 
Winrow in his Anglia 1600 led away with 
Dave Williams in his 1.3. Wolseley Homet 
chasing hard, these two fighting it out until 
Tony Williams in his 3.8 Jaguar Mk 2 caught 
up after a bad start. Winrow went back in the 
field when his fan belt slipped and his bat- 
tery couldn't give enough power to the fuel 
pumps. Tony continued to drive well and 
sensibly and went on to his first victory 
In this Risca Garages-sponsored cai 

Close behind were the challenging groups of 
Georgie Constantine (Catnic Components 1.0 
Mind), Peter Farrington (1.3 Escort), Allan 
Parfitt (Chosen 1.0 Cooper S), and Phil Rees in 
his new 1.6 Mini. These four battled through- 
‘out with Georgie holding the lead until Phil 
forced his way. through. Parfitt who, like 
Constantine, needed every point for the 
‘Welsh Championship, tried everything he knew 


but a bit of baulking never gave him a clear 
run until the last few laps when he set 
fastest lap in his efforts to improve his points 
position. The Binal order at the line was Rees, 
Constantine, Parfitt and Farrington. 

‘The final ‘race of the day and of the Welsh 
Championships was for Formule Libre and the 
‘only question was could Vernon Davies break 
the outright record despite the strong gust- 
ing wind? He stormed away Into the lead but 
had to be content with equalling the record 
‘again but a fine finish to a great day for him 
with three victories. 

‘At the after meeting celebrations, various 
championship contenders lost more than their 
Shirts in a good cause. Their impromptu and 
sometimes Involuntary streaking ensuring a 
good collection towards the Joe Gregory 
Memorial Fund. Joe, who was a great believer 
in enjoying life, would have laughed with the 
rest of us at these antics 

‘At the end of an entertaining meeting, Ian 
Moore had the championship, Allan Parfitt and 
Georgie Constantine finished second and third, 
and Vernon Davies had conquered all 


ANDREW THOMAS 


Fa ee 
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Correspondence 


Heads in the sand ? 


It Is with much disgust but no surprise that T 
heard that Richard Morgan's Minister engine 
was illegal 

Tt is about time the RAC realised the effect 
of allowing illegal engines to continue in use 
in Formula Ford, As far as the drivers are 
concerned, psychologically it Is very distress- 
ing. They also must realise that there are 
large sums of money involved as far as engine 
and car sales. This Is not the old days at 
Brooklands—drivers’ careers and people's 
livelihoods are at stake, 

‘One might wonder why we have allowed 
this matter to continue for so long, but it is 
very difficult to protest an engine and ensure 
that it is checked correctly. Most stewards 
fare anti-provests. However, at Oulton Park, 
the stewards, Mr Edwards and his colleagues, 
appreciated the seriousness of the matter and 
Were very co-operative and went out of their 
way to ensure that the engine would be 
stripped and checked in a completely unbiased 
manner, If only all RAC officials took this 
attitude I am sure the Formula Ford fields 
would be a much happier place. Are the RAC 
going to abide by their own regulations in the 
Blue Book and take away Richard Morgan's 
BOC championship points or are they going 
to take their normal attitude and pass it 
off as one of those things!? 

SNETTERTON, NORFOLK. RALPH A. FIRMAN. 
(Van Diemen International Racing Ltd.) 
At the time of going to press, the stewards 
at Oulton Park meeting have not informed the 
RAC as to the legality of the engine.—Ed. 


Noise problem — to 
hell with the decibels 


‘As PRO for the Welsh Association of Motor 
Clubs, I have the greatest sympathy for your 
concern over the Noise Advisory Council's 
White Paper. It starts the same syndrome as 
arose with the RAC's Green (not at all as 
Imminent as white) Paper on rallying: noise 


limit ‘on cars. reduction in the ‘number of 
days permitted for events ‘exclusion of 
many ‘commercial ventures ‘and finally, 


asking the RAC what they Intend to do on 
behalf of the motorsportsmen of this country. 

Noise is said to be the overriding problem 
with motor racing. So was it said to be in an 
Appendix to the Green Paper, which con- 
tained Various “anonymous remarks about 
the cause of public complaint, 

The RAC, presumably acting on such 
“ advice" had already put a decibel limit on 
rally cars on the public highway. The Welsh 
Association (on the principle that twice the 
dose does you twice as good?) went further 
and chopped another 2 dBa's off the limit. In 
fact, rally cars quieter than lorries impressed 
nobody—least of all the local inhabitants 
which the rule was supposed to “ protect. 

Even though the RAC used noise as an 
excuse for further restrictions on road rally- 
ing, they knew this all along. As you Edi- 
torial of September 12 states, both the NAC 
and the RAC “generally accept that the 
noise of (rallies and trials) is not a problem.” 
T's not just your correspondent Tony 
Pollock's 400 FF drivers who are being 
‘manipulated by various powerful forces "! 

Bodies like Advisory Councils and the RAC 
Motorsport Division are themselves “ mani- 
pulated” by Government Departments—a 
thought which Aurosroxr could well bear 
mind when it takes sides. 

‘With White and Green Papers dropping like 
confetti factions can only weaken  motor- 
sport's lobby in Parliament. The Minister of 
‘Sport and Recreation, Dennis Howell, says he 
can do nothing alone: the Sports Council will 
Ot automactically spring to our defence. “As 

keep telling people,” says Mr Howell, 
unless sport speaks up for itself it won't get 
its proper due” 
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Noisy groups like the Noise Abatement 
Society are having more success than large 
but silent groups like motorsportsmen . 
hence the White Paper, So please, AUTosront, 
as we're all in this together, take up the 
cudgels on behalf of all motorsport from 
circuit racing to road rallying. Make it vo- 
ciferous—and to hell with the decibels! 
LuaNpysut, DYFED. Mroan Lewis. 
(Welsh Association of Motor Clubs.) 


Open wheels or 
enclosed bodywork ? 


No Mr Bolster, “They” showed a picture of 
an FI car as it should be—open wheel. 
Single seater open wheel racing is the most 
exacting form of motor racing therefore it 
must be the formula for Grand Prix racing. 

There would not be anything revolutionary 
about an enclosed Grand Prix car It would 
simply look like an existing prototype sports 
car. The raw excitement and diversity of 
shape found in open wheel single seaters 
would be lost to the standard “sports c 
wedge.” Furthermore, what would happen to 
the other open wheel formula ie, F2, F3; FF? 
Their present status as stepping ‘stones to F1 
would be futile, as Fl would be a different 
and less exacting type of racing. 

Given that the current single seater is a 
‘no bullshit real racer, I find it absolutely 
ludicrous that it should be considered danger- 
ous for Grand Prix drivers to race them, yet 
—hopefully—quite acceptable for drivers in 
lesser formula of that type. 

All open wheelers, past and present have 
functional beauty and personally 1 hate to 
see racing * machinery” hidden from view by 
large ungainly pieces of bodywork 

R. J. Pontes, 


Like the vintage sports car with separate 
mudguards, the open-wheeled racing car has 
@ certain quaint olde worlde charm. I shall 
‘keep a picture of one, along with a Le Mans 

entley in British Racing Green and the Flying 
Scotsman Steam Locomotive. No designer 


he were forced to do so by out of 
date regulations. There's such a thing as 
Progress, Mr Phelp: . 


Expatriate aerospace 
ideas for Formula 1 


I note with interest how competitive Formula 
One is becoming, and at the same time, the 
fact that design is stagnating with one or 
two interesting, although not too successful 
‘exceptions. 
‘Therefore, I have written to seek opinion 
jerospace industry, 
which have crossed my mind which may 
Possibly improve the performance of a 
Formula One car. 

First, surely cooling drag could be practi- 
cally eliminated by using surface type coolant 
radiators utilising the sides of the monocoque, 
the front and rear wings. The rear wing could 
also double as a header tank. As some of 
your readers may know, this Idea was used 
Successfully with the Schneider Trophy win- 
ning Supermarine $5, S6 and S6B series of 
racing seaplanes. 

Secondly, development of the DFV appears 
to have almost come to a standstill, so why. 
not utilise some of the otherwise wasted 
exhaust energy by fitting exhaust driven 
turbines through suitable reduction gearing to 
the camshaft or crankshaft? I realise this 
would increase the weight and complexity of 
the engine and increase the exhaust back 
Pressure, however, I'm sure that with suitable 
valve timing and lightweight design these 
disadvantages would more than be overcome 


by the increase in engine power ‘as evidenced 
by the turbo-compound aero-engines which 
hhave utilised this 

Lastly, I'm surprised that Formula Oy 
engine designers haven't got around to using 
forked connecting rods which would result 
in less internal engine power toss from “ oll 
Windage.” It would also reduce the length 
of the engine, thereby making it more com- 
pact, rigid and lighter. Perhaps your technical 
editor, Mr Bolster, has some thoughts on 
these ideas. 

I would like to thank you for producing 
such ‘an excellent and informative magazine. 
‘As an English expatriate, Avrosror is my 
‘only contact with the world of motor sport. 


Grawam Warr, 


JACKSONVILLE, USA, 


Titchmarsh replies 


Nick Weir's letter last week shows just how 
touchy certain competitors in the more res 
tricted classes of racing can become. I have 
re-read what I wrote about him at Mallory 
Park and nowhere can I find any reference to 
his engine, so I fail to see how I could have 
implied that it was bent. The point I was 
trying to make in as few words as possible, 

subtly for him, was thar after 


"med strange that the 
Protesters should ‘not also turn thelr atten- 
tions to a car which finished only 1.8 s behind. 
‘With the greatest respect to all the other 
Mexico drivers, they have hardly demon- 
strated collective ability equal to that of this 
year's champion-elect who already has at Jeast 
two major single-seater championships to his 
credit as well as several good F2 drives. 
BroswoxovoN, CHESHIRE. IAN TITCHMARSH. 
(Avrosronr Northern Representative.) 


Lamentable BBC 


With the Grand Prix season drawing to an 
end, I feel that it is about time somebody. 
spoke up concerning coverage meted out by 
the BBC this year. 

There will have been 15 championship races 
this year. We have been graced with live 
televised ‘coverage of Monaco, Brands Hatch 
and Nurburgring, the former a farce and th 
latter slotted in ‘when horse racing was cat 
celled. 

The 8th of September saw the Italian Grand 
Prix at Monza. 


‘The entire week leading up to this event, 
we were given very comprehensive coverage 
of the European Games from home, and it was 
nice to see Britain do well. 

But, Britain does well in motor racing. At 
Monza, JPS Lotus 1st, McLaren 2nd, Tyrrell 
3rd. All British designed cars, but no live 
televised coverage. 

Could it be that someone at the BBC does 
not like motor racing ? 

If so, ITV, please take over the discarded 
mantle and give us informative coverage of 
next year's World Championship rounds. 

‘You will have one—if not thousands of 
friends for life. 


GracMe MUNRO. 
Woncesren Park, Sunney. 


To the studio, Pete! 


‘One day, television will have a real live motor 
racing commentator. If his voice is as grand 
as his pen I hope he is Pete Lyons. Great! 
Leeos, LS3 15. ‘Tim Corrrett. 
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Sports extra 


Longton Sprint— Snetterton drag preview — Volnik’s victory 


edited by Bob Constanduros 


Jan Knowles, seen at the Keppell Hotel 


SPRINT 


won four awards 


when taking 


Superb IoM event won by John Briggs 


Benefiting greatly from experience gained 
last year, Longton and District MC laid on a 
superbly organised full day of hill climbing on 
Saturday using part of the Isle of Man TT 
course, With 92 entries, nearly all brought 
over from the mainland by a specially chartered 
boat, the event was to have been the final 
round of a season-long championship, but (wo 
more events have now been added to replace 
‘earlier cancelled rounds, John Briggs’ ex-Hep- 
Worth Harris Traco Chevrolet, extensively re- 
built following its Longridge shunt, took home 
the major prize with second man, lan Knowles 
(Brabham BT19) collecting no less than four 
awards, among them the BP award for being 
fastest through the speed trap. 

‘As last year, when the everx. was design 
8 sprint, the course consisted 
the reverse direction on the TT rout 
at Hilberry and ending just beyond Kate's 
Cortage, taking in. Brandish and  Creg-ny 
Baa. Unlike last year, thankfully, the weather 
was near-perfect. A ‘disappointed non-starter 
‘was last year’s winner and record holder Joba 
Wallwork whose F5000 McLaren seized on the 
line while waiting to stact its first practice 
run, Paul Rateliffe headed the list of class- 
winners with the first or two wing for Rally 
Equipe of Bury, his Class 1 998 Cooper setting 
‘a very fast time but having bittle opposition 
Unlike his team-mate Ken Tomlinson who had 
to overcome a strong Class 4 entry for his 
‘win. John Casey took a narrow victory over 
Bobby Fryers in their customary Class 2 duel 
but in the next class came one of the day's 
star turns, Peter Ormerod, leading the cham- 
plonship table, went wide at Creg before swing- 
ing back to the inside where the car mounted 
the straw bales, almost turning over before it 
landed back on four wheels and continued at 
apparently unabated speed up towards Kate's 
Cottage. Although it cost him some time, 
Pever still took fourth in class and maintained 
his points lead. It was not until he stopped 
after the finish that he or anyone realised 
that the car had no steering mechanism to 
speak of and how he made i to the finish 
remains a mystery! The class thus fell to he 
GRV entered Escort of Brian Walker ahead of 
team-mate Vie Mills whose 3-litre Capri must 
have been among the most. rapid through 
Creg-ny-Baa. 

In Class 5, Richard White's BDA-powered 
Escort led home the Viva GT of Mike New- 
man, wile Cas Birwiatl took hie MG Mid 

‘toa comfortable win in the next class 
feom Dion Pedder’s similar car. John Singleton 
(Gaguar E) took the combined Class 7/8 result 
followed by Sonia Barnes who made a cautious 
second ascent after a huge spin at Brandish 
had ended her first run in the borrowed TVR 
The Mk I Sprite of Des and Norma Richard- 


son went round Creg as if on rails, unlike its 
opposition, John Bury's Midget, which attacked 
the strawbales. Des duly wrapped up Class 
9 while John Watker was the next winner in 
the ex-Worswick E-type which he shared with 
Fred Cliffe. 

The racing car classes were well supported. 
mostly by Terrapins in the case of the up 60 
1100s, where Keith Gowers led home the 
Alexis of last year's speed-trap winner Geoff 
Deakin. Mike Utley made a very deermined 
effort 20 take the 1600 cc class and succeede 
After repairing the minor damage which 
Fesulted from Mike Chapman's earlier efforts 
‘at Creg-ny-Baa in the “nipple pink" Brabham 
Which they now share. Promotion of the first 
two men in Class 16 to the major awards left 
the class to the Rover V8 engined Terrapin of 
John Buck. 

Bob Yarwood's RS2000 took the combined 


sy 


Peter Ormerod seriously damaged the steering 
of his Escort in this encounter with the Creg 
Strawbales, but still took fourth in the class. 


Class 21/22, and then came what for many 
was the highlight of the entry. Manx resident 


Cecit Clutton brought out the magnificent GP 
Kala and naturally took a class award as 
well as some appreciative applause from the 
spectators. Also worthy of applause was Ron 
Footkts driving of the Cognac Special as he 
flung # upwards towards victory in the final 
class which catered specially for Frazer Nash 
and GN cars as part of the 50th Anniversary 
celebrazions of the marque. 

Sa McFADYEN 


SPRINT 


Franklin's flying finish 


In a cracking finish to last Sunday's Yeovil 
CC "sprint at Beckington, near Dorchester, 
David Franklin became the new course record 
holder when he pipped the previous holder 
Dave Harris by half a second. 

By comparison to his class winning time, 
Franklin in his Ensign F2 car was flying! 
He had pottered round in 66.54 5 to take 
the class by more than a second from Rob 
‘Turnbull’ in his Brabham BT35, but when 
it came to the championship run, off he went 
fo less: than nine seconds quicker. He finally 
Stopped the clock at 57.39 to clip 1.2 s off 
Harris’ March. record and he left Harris, in 
his McLaren MIOB, by half a second with 
Jonty Williamson ‘third. in his Manpower 
Surtees a fraction outside the old record of 

Mixed weather greeted just over 100 
petitors for this, the second of the club's 
meetings at Beckingion, and they were spread 
through 13 classes. First_of the four saloon 
classes went to Mike Fowler (Mini), who only 
had one timed run and did 74.45 s to take 
the award by just half a second from Peter 
Gilbert (Mini). Alan Cox had an easy win with 
his Cooper in the up t0 1200 cc class doing 
6832. and beating Michael Cannon 
and Ronald Datsun, The third Mini victory 
Went to Vic Board's 1293 machine who took 
the up to 1600 ce class in 66.67 s with Brian 
Eyles and Ray Walker a whisker away in the 
places 

Prod sports class winner (up to 1300 ec), 
was Russ Ward. in his Sprite who eased 
through in 67.14 8 to beat Don Stratton (Clan 
Crusader), by a comfortable 2.56» and the 
up to 3 litre class was always John Hall's in 
his supercharged Midget who got down to 
67.16 s on the 875 yards course and took the 
class by 2.48 from Alan Kennedy's Morgan 
4/4. Only 13 sports racers, of various sizes, 
did battie in three classes, and winners were 
Roy Tapp (Spitfire), Jeremy Hunt (Mallock 
U2) and Norman Hutchins (Mallock U2), The 
up to 1100 cc single seater class produced a 
good battle between John Frampton and 
Peter Ashley. Frampton took the day in 
64.82 s in his Terrapin with Ashley's Brabham 
BTIS getting a best run of 65.28 s, 

‘Although there were 12 contestants in the 
up to 1600 cc class, the runaway winner was 
Rob Turnbull's BT35 who did 67.71 s leaving 
Gerry Wilkins’ BT21B by almost four seconds 
while Philip Anstruther was. third in his 
March 702, Franklin had done 66.54 s in the 
classes and this had left Dave Harris on BTD 
for he got down to 61.74 s in bis McLaren 
to keep Williamson at bay by just over three 
tenths. 


An exciting new hillclimb course has been 
offered to the Borough 19 MC, Rochester 
MC and Tunbridge Wells MC in the North 
East Sussex area, The 1,200 yard course was 
inspected and approved’ by Chris Belton of 
the RAC recently, and the clubs are planning 
to run a restricted meeting on October 19. 
ASRs should be ready this weekend from 
Doug Jenkins at Tunbridge Wells 31216 or 
Basil Elkinton on 01-464 2713. 

If the first event is a success, there is a 


good chance that the landowners will consult 
the RAC again with che view to making the 
course suitable for championship status meet- 
ings on a regular basis. 
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Martin Barnard continued a successful Autocross championship season by winning his class as 


usual at Ware, Herts 


AUTOCROSS 


Tony Merridale chases Volnik to BTD 


Nick Seymour, the Norfolk aircraft engineer, 
took BTD with his Volnik Special at last 
Sunday's Cheshunt MC autocross at Dowsetts 
Farm, Ware, Herts, But he had to fend off 
@ strong challenge for overall honours from 
Tony Merridale in his BDA Escort who 
finished a mere half a second behind. On a 
fast 1200 yds course, with plenty of width 
the organisers gave everyone three laps to a 
run and this resulted in some high speed 
motoring, Towards the end, with time run- 
ning oUt, six cars were on’ the circuit at a 
time and’ this caused some baulking and prob- 
ably cost a couple of drivers good placings 
With 106 starters in eight classes the day 
began well for the Thomson brothers In Class 
A with their Mini, Ina class of 29, all under 
870 cc, they were first and second’ separated 
by four tenths with Ian on 2 m 26.2 s beating 
Clive, Brian Johnson took third 1.8 s down 
on Clive Thomson. Three brothers named 
Beesley figured in the top four in the up to 
1200 cc front engined-rwd class. Surprise 
winner was Tony Beesley in his Anglia in 2 m 
23.4 3 who pipped Bob Merridale's Escort by 
16 s, Roger Beesley was third in the same car 
as Tony while the third member of the fami 
Alan brought his own Anglia into fourth place. 
The sports car class was poorly supported 
and Jon Pharez had an easy win with his Elan 


in 2 m 22.6 5 and there was an easy win too 
in the up to I litre Minis class where Barry 
Crump was more than 4s quicker than Neil 
Henderson with Ted Walsby third. Second 
biggest class of the day, with 24 starters, 
was the over 1300 ce front engined-rwd 
class, but Merridale was always in command 
with’ his recent acquisition and he had a 
3's advantage over Jim Wick's Anglia. Martin 
Bernard shared the Merridale Escort and was 
thied, nearly 4 s slower and he only got third 
ona faster aggregate for Graham ‘Wilkins, 
in his 1650 Anglia, also did 2 m 22.0 5 
Best of the nine over I litre Minis was 
John Saunders who did 2 m 224 s and this 
was just over 2 8 quicker than second man 
Dave Fuell. In the Specials class Brian Prior 
brought along his 1900 ce VW to do 
21.0's and collect the class ahead of Harry 
Self’s 1800 Mini and Norman Bradshaw was 
third with his Bradbuilt. In the standard car 
class Barnard's Datsun 240Z just got home 
ahead of Merridale, who shared the car, al- 
though they both did 2 m 30.0 s on their best 


Drag debuts at Snetterton 


Drag racing makes further inroads on the 
traditional homes of motor racing this week 
end with the inaugural event on Snetterton’s 
newly laid strip. 

Once again the Top Competition field has 
attracted an eight-car entry, with the fastest 
car of all, the Stardust funny car, which, 
Provided some new heads arrive in time, 
will be entered by Santa Pod Raceway and 
driven by Allan Herridge. Dennis Priddle will 
be favourite to give the 68 s car fs strongest 
challenge with his STP Avenger. while Ed 
Shaver's Castrol car, Roland Pratt's Revell 
Scimitar and Liam Churchill's Capri will also 
be in attendance. The altereds will be headed 
by Dave Stone's 7.7 s Chevy, Mike Hall's 
improved Chrysler and Keith Harvie's new 
American built Chevy, so weather permitting. 
we could see all the cars qualified under nine 
seconds. 


Clive Skitton is virtually assured of having 
his GTX rebuilt to make the Top Fuel class 
up to four again, Malcolm Quick handling 
Revolution Three, and Roz Prior in the Accles 


AUTOSPORT. SEPTEMBER 26, 1974 


and Poliock car and Dennis Priddle in the 
Revell rail 

Kevin Burrows in the new DB Motors re: 
engined Chevy Top Dragster will be out 
Prove that the car has the potential to beat 
the current class leader Gerry Andrews, 
while full fields are assured in all other 
classes—with another 20-car Middle Compe- 
tition feld. 

In Pro Stock the Yorke Mopars 
and Goggin's Camaro may also have Roy 
Osbourne’s immaculate Nova to contend with 
if it is ready in time, while in SuperStreet 
the Erol v Stone conflict will again head the 
entry, Dave Rose being unlikely to make it 
in his HemiCuda 

‘Tom Christensen will be staying over for 
the event on his twin Norton and hopes 10 set 
the UK record at something under 8.5 s s0 
that it will stand for a long time, so that in 
all, the meet holds as much promise as the 
rained-off Silverstone. 

‘The action starts on Sunday morning with 
qualifying from 10 am onwards, racing from 
‘around 2 pm. 


AUTOCROSS 
Withers by 2 seconds 


With a best run in 1 m 13.4 s, Peter Withers 
took BTD last Sunday at the South Derby- 
shire autocross at Cauldwell, near Burton-on- 
Trent. In his 1340 Mini, Withers was almost 
2's ‘quicker than the rest of a. field 
of 55 starters on a good 1,000 yards long. 
course where three laps constituted a run. 
Bur for clobbering a marker on his last 
run Howard Parkin's Cannonball Mk 7 would 
have taken the Specials class with second best 
time in 1 m 14.98 but he had to give best 
to Rob Gibson who got his Sprite round in 
Im 153s, 

The up to 850 Minis class went to Frank 
Berry in 1 m 20.8 s and this was the closest 
of the class battles. He had a mere two 
tenths in hand over Alan Meredith in second 
spot. With a third run in 1m 17.4 9 lan 
Foggett annexed the money in the up to 1 
litre Mini class but he had a little luck for 
John Salt, initial class leader, broke a drive 
shaft on’ is second. run and had to. be 
satisfied with second in lm 19.4 5,  Salt's 
breakdown was one of ¢ix similar incidents, 

Jim Jones and Peter Hemmings filled the 
first two places in the big Minis class, Jones 
getting down to 1 m 16,1 s and Hemmings 
1 m 168 s. Another drive shaft victim was 
Tony Morris and he was third in 1 m 21.8 

Anglias filled the first two places in a 
class of nine in the up to 1300 front engined: 
rwd class. Winner Tom Eaton got round in 
1 m 21.1 s, which was 1.1 s quicker than 
Les Fowkes’ while Peter Wardle's A40 came 
third on 1 m 24.0 5. A fine tast run dn 1m 
23.8 s gave Terry Westley the rear engined 
class in tis VW and he pipped Dave Hazle- 
wood (Imp), by almost a second. 

Biggest class of the day—13 cars—was 
the over 1300 cc saloons and this provided 
Jan Smith with a fairly easy win for he went 
round in his Escort in 1 m 19.3.8 which was 
exactly 1.5 s better than Peter Robertson 
in his Avenger. Alistair Lyall was third, very 
close, in his Escort, beaten by three tenths 
of a second. 


AUTOCROSS 
Mini beats Jaguar 


Trevor Olds and John Wilson duelled in the 
sun for BTD at last Sunday's NE Discount 
Tyres sponsored autocross organised by New: 
castle & District MC at Sandway Heads, 
Ingoe, near Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Olds, in 
his 1293 Mini, finally took the gold inl m 
222 $ which beat Wilson's Jaguar Special by 
& mere four tenths of a second. 

Forty-three competitors did the event Iaid 
on over a 1000 yards class with two laps com: 
prising a run. First winner was Alan Ross 
who took the up to 1 litre Mini class in 1m 
28.4 s with Bob Taylor-Robson second 1.6 5 
behind. John Butterfield was third, With Wi 
son blasting round trying to get BTD he was 
an easy winner of Class. 2 with Harry Horn's 
Mini second some 21 s down. 

John Turner and Harry Currell battled 
mightily for honours in the up to 1300 cc 
front engined-rwd class with Turner taking 
the honours in his Anglia in 1 m 30.0 s, just 
eight tenths of a second quicker than Currell, 
also in an Anglia. Les and Edna Eagleton 
wiped up the bigger class in the BDA engined 
Escort 1600 and Robert Philipson took the 
road going class in his Cortina in 1m 32.8 3, 
to beat Gordon Bradford's Escort TC by 1.65. 


Sports extra 


HILLCLIMB 


Tommy Reid takes RAC points in wet 


‘Tommy Reid, who these days prefers to do 
his motor racing away from home, made one 
of his rare appearances in Ireland at Craigant- 
Tet on September 14 when he defeated all 
‘comers, including the Clerk of the Weather, 
to set BTD with the Irish Racing Cars Brab- 
ham-Vega BT38/40. 

‘As an exciting spectacle, Craigantiet "74 
was an event worthy of ‘inclusion in the 
‘Avrosrort book” of incredibly boring days, 
should such a volume ever be published. As a 
scene for heroism, it was perfect, for by the 
time the faster machinery made their climbs, 
there was a small but enthusiastic river run- 
hing down the hill which made life very 
awkward for all concerned, 

"An unfortunate date clash with the Mon- 
dello Formula Atlantic extravaganza meant 
that the only. rapid single seater from Ireland 
was Tommy Reid's car, while opposition from 


Across the sea was confined to two cars 
BTSs, 


‘Alister Douglas-Osborne's Brabham 
‘and the Palliser Repco of Scots 
Brown and David Fyfe. Not, perhaps, 
most glittering array of talent and machinery 
seen at an RAC Championship round, but one 
which, had the weather been more favourable, 
might have made for a close result 

Practice, which was scheduled for Friday 
evening, started late and finished early due to 
failing light, and the majority of the entry 
got only one practice climb. The result of this 
Was that, Instead of the event itself starting 
At 2pm on Saturday as was the original ide 
practice took up much of the afternoon, 
Official runs getting under way, together with 
the rain, at around 4 o'clock, after several 
ong delays. 

‘After the first few runners had made their 
official climbs, the Stewards decided that, if 
darkness was not to get in the way again, the 
event would have to be finished after the com- 
petitors had only had one run. Thus there 
Was the somewhat bizarre situation, for a 
hilletimb, where almost three times as much 
time was spent on practice as on the official 

‘Small saloons were first away, and Derek 
Hanna made no mistake about winning his 
class with a 1 litre Mini after practice leader 
Gordon Drew had a moment near the top of 
the hill, Jim McClements took the 1300 cc 
saloon class with a climb in 69.46 = which 
also netted him fifth BTD, while in the big 
saloon class, Ian Moore took his Escort TC to 
the top in ‘true rally fashion to beat Brian 
McBride's even hairier GI Firenza. 

‘Small sports cars saw Arnie Black, fresh 
from his win at Phoenix Park the previous 
week, take his Midget up faster than any- 
body’ else, while the similar rally prepared 
car of Dessie Coates, did the same in the 
large sports car class 

Richard Parsons, another driver who had 
shone at Phoenix Park, proved it was no fluke 
by winning the FF class with his Crossle 25F 
from the similar car of Greg Roberts, while 
the Vintage and PVT handicap saw Bill 
Beattie's beautiful Austin Seven win by a 
whisker from Donald Grieve’s Austin Twelve 

‘And so to the faster machinery. RAC Cham- 
pionship contenders had two runs at the hill, 
in accordance with regulations, but with one 
exception, the faster runs were done first 
When the hill was slightly less waterlogged. 
Reid made his first climb in 63.59 s for BTD, 
ahead. of Douglas-Osborne who clocked 
67.17 5, The Palliser battle saw Brown going 
up in a spectacular 67.67 5 while Fyfe was 
slightly slower in 68.53 s. On the second runs, 
Reid and Douglas-Osborne were slower with 
63.98 s and 69.96 s respectively, but Brown 
Pulled out all the stops and wrestled the 
Palliser to the top in 65.72 s before returning 
it to his partner. Fyfe took off when the rain 
was at its worst, and fought the car as far as 


the halfway mark before 42 litres of Repco 
became too unruly and he spun, losing his 
time, Dut gaining the driver of the day award 
for sheer bravery. 

‘So Craigantlet squelched to a close for 
another year, and not a moment too soon for 
most of the soaking spectators and officials. 
The weather was officially blamed for the 
delays and the cancellation of the second 
runs, but an element of confusion certainly 
had something to do with it as well, an entire 
demonstration fleet of Fords going missing 
at one stage when they were due to make 
their parade up the hill. Perhaps next year 
will be ma 


Roz Prior joins Revell 


Revell js a name very familiar with drag 
racing fans. As well as being the manu! 
turers of the world famous super detailed 
plastic model kits, they sponsor some of the 
most popular drag racing stars in the world. 
Names like Tony Nancy, Jeb Allen, Kuhl & 
Olsen, Wild Willie Borsch, Mickey ‘Thomson, 
Whipple & McCulloch, Gene Snow, Roland 
Leong, and more recently, Don Garlits, are all 
part of the Revell line up. In Europe they 
Sponsor Dennis Priddle and The Hillbillies, 
but now a new name Is being added to this 
fantastic team of stars; it is Roz Prior, The 
Fast. Lady 

Revell are to become a major sponsor of 
Ror and she will be known as Miss Revell 
during 1975. They have taken up the option 
to make a kit of her A/A Fuel dragster 50 
watch out for this one in the future and the 
Super new paint job that will appear towards 
the end of 1974. This sponsorship Is a reflec: 
tion of the popularity of Revell drag racing 
kits, and of the Importance with which Revell 
view the sport of drag racing. 


Gordon Dalzell gets his Van Diemen rather crossed-up in the face of Andrew Jeffrey's Elden 


— some of the action at Croft. 


‘A full report will appear next week, but overall winners included 


Frank Gunn, John Absalom, John Simpson, lan James and Andy Barton. 


Aintree results 


(relacal 
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Sports extra 


TRIAL 


First and third for the Spencer family 


With a majority of the country’s top produe 
tion car trials experts either” marshalling, 
organising or helping in some way (plus a 
few who were keeping their hand in), Dudley 
& District CC had a fine Autumn Leaves Trial 
at Trench, near Kidderminster, last Sunday 
Overall’ winner in an event in which club- 
men and novices ran together for awards, and 
in which there were 61 starters, was Geoffrey 


Hayes of the Coventry and Warwicks club 
who totalled 36 marks dropped on the 28 
sections. From a class of 23 he dropped only 


13 marks inthe morning and went on to 
take the event overall by finishing 13 marks 
ahead of Mrs Hazel Spencer driving her 
husband's Cooper. In a. fine battle, Hazel 
came from a lowly fourth place at lunch 
to snatch the class by a single mark from 
Tony Williams who finished on 50 marks while 
Tan ‘Spencer, her son, was third In his Mini 
on. 5} marks 


This class also provided two other of the 
main awards. Best novice was C. Willetts 
(Min), who. totalled” 60 marks while Mrs 
Thelma Smith took the Ladies’ award in her 
Da:sun Cherry alco on 60 marks. For the 
record the best expert was John Hodgson 
(Mini), who dropped 30. marks 


Fifteen 
saloon cla 
of marks be: 
borrowed Dave Slater's E 
the award on a Sl. mark 
Fox and Mrs Pegay Wells, 
were in the places. Fox had a 


cars started in the conventional 
‘and here there was only @ couple 

ween the first (wo, Lou Munckley 
ort Sport to collect 

total while Andy 
both in Skodas, 
x point tead at 


the break from Munckley and Mrs Wells but 
went off the boil a little in the afternoon. 
Best expert. was Chris Field (Skoda), who 
dropped 42 marks. 

There were only six sports cars and a 
rare beast in this sort of competition trounced 
the opposition, Sharing a Datsun 2402 Phil 
Tovey and Philip Rudge were first and second 
on 134 and 144 marks respectively with 
Stephen Cartwright third in his Morgan. Best 
expert, and winner overall in the no counting 
experts battle, was Brian Betteridge in his 
Sprite who dropped 37 marks beating Mike 
Harrison (Midget), by three marks, Malcolm 
Brown (Sprite), the other expert, broke his 
dit midway through. 

Best of the 11 small capacky Imps and 
runner up overall was Robert Gilooley who 
had a total of 27 marks and who” wen 
extremely well in the afternoon to drop only 14 
marks. He held a one point lead at the break 
wer Rob Main (Imp), who finally took the 
class on 35 marks which was 10 less than 
John Coulson (Imp) and 13 better than Peter 
Shale (Chamois), 

The last class went to lan Purcell’s Clan 
Crusader who dropped 35 marks and finished 
five ahead of David Bedworth's Imp. Exper 
winner was Mac Hazlewood in his Dellow 
who dropped a mere 19 marks all’ day. 


HILLCLIMB 


First time for Bancroft’s McLaren 


For the first time at Seammonden, Tony 
Bancroft gained BTD in his McLaren M1OB at 
the Adams & Gbbon speed Pillclimb organ 
ined by the Huddersfield MC on September 
15, The event was also a round of the Long. 
ton & District MC Sprint Championship. The 
entry was reduced to 100 by 12 non-starters 
and with three timed runs the schedule for the 
day was very tigh 

‘After a short shower in the middie of 
morning practice the track had dried out 
suiliciently for the prompt early afternoon 
start 

Roy Greenwood opened proceedings in his 
Rally Equipe Mini Cooper and was never 
challenged for the lead in the small touring 


car class, beating the Mini Cooper of Keith 
Proctor by 2s 

‘One of the cloxest class battles came 
between the three Cooper “S" Minis in the 
VBI ce to 1500 cc touring cars. After the 
first runs, John Casey on 29.58 s was one 
third of a ‘second faster than Bobby Fryers 


who was 0.87 s ahead of Brian Sutcliffe. On 
their second runs Casey set his fastest time 
with Sutcliffe improving more than Fryers to 
Snatch second position 

By far the largest class was that for over 
1501 ce touring cars which included Peter 
Ormerod in his Super Visco Escort, the current 
leader in the above sprint championship. The 
remaining 18 entries comprised Vivas, 
Escorts, Capris and a Rotary Mazda RX3, 

Vie Mills in his GRV Capri, which must 
have taken just as long to paint as it did to 
build, ‘set the ball rolling at 28.81 s until 
Ormerod came along with a 27.55 s. Allan 
Forrest just could not break the half minute 
barrier in his RS2000 and had to be satisfied 
with third place with his first run time of 
30,00 s, On his second run. Mills gave 2 
Superb display of driving skill around the first 
three tight bends to reduce his time by 0.79 = 
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but could not eatch Ormerod who went on to 
break his class record yet again by 0.09 « 

The Rally Equipe Cooper S shared by Ken 
Tomlinson and Paul Rateliffe was fourth and 
cond respectively after the first run with 
fe Imps of Peter Riley third, and Ken Knott 
leading. The Cooper drivers changed positions 
fon the second runs, and on the third ascent 
‘Tomlinson tock the lead 0.17 s ahead of Knoti 
and_a further tenth in front of Riley 

‘Wayne Wainwright was almos: two seconds 
faster than brother Basil in their 35 litre 
Capri and on the second climb was trying too 
hard to keep ahead of Richard White's Escort 
when there was a bang, clouds of blue smoke 
and a small fire from the V8 engine com. 
partment. That was the end of their day of 
hill climbing. White continued to better his 
times with each fun to lake the class award. 

‘The AH Sprites of Mick Merrills and Mike 
Gleave were both fastest on their first attempt 
and were seconds in front of the remaining 
Spridgets and Spitfires with the honour 
going to Gleave half a second slower than his 
class. record. 

Paul Wilson spun his Elan on his first 
ascent but made up for it with his remaining 
runs to beat the E-type of John Walker and 
the Elan of Mike Bonar. In the modified 
Midget class, John Bury beat the first run tinte 
of the AH Sprite of Peter Davey only to lose 
it back on the last run. 

Best time of the day so far was set by 
record holder Joe Ward in his Ward 5 with a 
terrific 25.29 on his first climb which kept 
Bob Prest and his Mallock U2 at bay. The 
smaller engined Mallock U2 of Peter Green 
had an easy class viciory over the Mistron 
of Denis Pegg. 

Another very competitive class was that for 
up to 1100 cc racing cars with Eryl Davies 
(Cooper 175) on 27.57 s. Keith Gowers (Ter- 
rapin) 27.59. Graham Ashley-Smith (Rawlings 


AUTOTEST 


Seventeen entrants 
provide keen showing 


Competition was extremely keen at last Sun- 
day's Redditch & District MC autotest meet- 
ing on Birmingham University car park where 
17 competitors tackled 12 tests, Overall win- 
ner was Mike Styles in his 1275 GT who 
totalled 379.8 5, 

Having been out of action with cartilage 
trouble for some time, Peter Ballance 
Journeyed down from Manchester to show 
Some of his old form, and faults. In his 
1275 GT he took his class in 391.3 s but he 
would have won the event outright if he had 
not twice gone pylon bashing 

Ray Webb had a clean sheet with his 998 
Sprite to win Class 2 in 391.6 from Peter 
Gladstone in his Mini who was 10 8 down, 
and the third class went to Tony Hunt 
(Mexico) on 396.7 s. The team award went 
to Roger Atkinson (998 Sprite) and novice 
winner Russell Parry (Midget), who won by 
only 11 


Rallycrosses in doubt 


‘The Promotasport rallycross championship 
events at Snetterton are still in some doubt 
as no work has taken place yet to allow 
spectators to the infield. The next event is 
scheduled for October 13, followed by 

fon November 17, and the first me 
certainly unlikely to happen as Snetterton hi 
® particularly busy time in the next few weeks 
with circuit alterations, the drag meeting and 
the Rochmans F5000 championship meeting. 
Already, one of the Promotasport meetings 
has been cancelled. 

Alternatively, rumours suggest a televised 
series of rallycrosses for World of Sport with 
the first meeting to be held on Friday, 
December 13. However, nothing has yet been 
confirmed, 


[ee 


Chaser) 27.62 s and John Raffo (Rafflo MK1V) 
27.65 s. Davies retained his lead with his 
second run improving to 27.46 s, but Ashley- 
Smith jumped up with 27.47 s and then took 
the lead with ‘his final attempt with 26.96 s 
from Davies and Gowers. 

Duncan Knowles, in his as always extremely 
well turned out Brabham BT2IB set. his 
fastest time first, only to be beaten by John 
Kitchen with his March 722. 

‘The top racing car class brought together 
the BRM of John McCartney, the McLaren 
MIOB of Tony Bancroft and the Leda LT27 of 
John Lambert. Bancroft set the pace from the 
start wit a blistering 24.13 5, then Lambert 
on 2459 s, a second ahead ‘of McCartney. 
‘On the way down the course to the start of 
hhis second run, the Leda left a trail of oll 
down the 500° metre course, and Lambert 
decided to retire albeit with second BTD. The 
BRM expired on the course, with his second 
attempt and McCartney retired. Bancroft put 
in another consistent drive at 24.16 s which ‘he 
bettered to 23.40 3 to set BTD on the last 
run of the day. 

‘The organisation of the meeting coped very 
well with the tight schedule and even with 
two unavaidable delays all the runs were 
completed before 6 pm. 

Class winners: 


Phone AUTOSPORT'S Classified Department 
gntgn-638 3600 up to 5 pm. on the Monday 
etore. publication. Dictate your advertise: 


ment to one of our experienced staff. and 
feave the rest to us it’s that simple. If, 
however, you do have time to send in your 
classified advertisement with cash __ in 


Advance, we'll give you a fat discount—40 
‘cent. But remember, this discount only 


CLASSIFIED Spplies io" prepaid clssifed lineage ads. 


NEW CAR GUIDE 


MINI 


MERIC, 197, premtent cootinen, 


MINI-COOPER 


MORGAN 


n,308, OT, Ryyivanion mem RAF 1006, 1975, 


‘on 


Weel, “ew Roaeitig ine 
Roget rel Bs hls "Satine. 


20 Sasy? ocd). on ae a7S 


CAR TRANSPORTATION 


LAND-ROVER 


ESOC aie Mid alae rs 
Se gh eal 


DATSUN 


Taek, 


RA Sere whens 
UNIPOWERED GT 


OOPERS ENGINE. Sun rate 


Var nite SALMOTE ol35S: Cs ie rene 


os . or umlar. Tet Buckiow J ieacioacoice 


RAYTONA 245 corms, AUGUST 3973. sive 3.000 min 
sien REPLIES quan sogy egp. 287 rinchier mend. menens, myy  ea 
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ON THE BORDERS OF SS ee DON'T BE OFF THE ROAD WITH AN 


SGT BUCKS AND BERKS BEGoodrich AMERICAN CAR 


GET YOUR SPARES & TYRES FROM 


LOTUS GINETTA SCIMITAR D. IB. MOTORS 


‘or of papers 


ST oF ae 


PORSCHE 914/6 


1972 (November). 11,000 miles _ only 
Immaculate condition. One owner 


Gerard, Tel: 01-629 6831 


MICK HILL 


(THE CAPRI MAN, 
NOT THE RENAULT 5 MAN) 


OPEN ‘MaSBeAY samt Ze 


LONDON SPORTS CAR CENTRE 


England's Largest Lotus & MG Specialist 


riot ERSEN TY Sa) 


73 CAPRI 3000 GXL. Sahars beige Low milasge, HEALEY 


MICK HILL RACING, 
DRAYCOTT, DERBYSHIRE 


Tel: NOTTINGHAM 55046 
(office hours) 


DRAYCOTT 3319 (evenings) 


LEN STREET LTD. 


67/69 DRAYTON GARDENS 
CHELSEA SW10 
Tel : 01-370 4114 


HIGH STREET, EDGWARE 
Tel : 01-952 6171 
Open 9.30 am. to 7 p.m. 


“Tel: 01-798 8659 
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sma SLOAN MARSHALL 
SMG “ araces 


LOTUS SERVICE AGENTS 


56-58 Barnes High Street, 
Sales ; 01-876 9245 
Werks ; 01-876 9171 


swi3 


Why not sell 
your sports car 


on this page. 
Tel: AUTOSPORT 


LEN STREET LTD. 
LOTUS MAIN DEALERS 
TEL: 01-370 4114 


67/69 DRAYTON GARDENS, 
CHELSEA, SW10 


GERRY MARSHALL 


zi" oe Senet Sees Seiaenit 


Marshall Wingfield Ltd, 856 Finchley Road. 
London NWI 
Tet: 01-458 4204, 


a 
PRE INCREAGE PRICES / 


CHECK THE FOLLOWING 
LIST FOR YOURS 


FREE DELIVERY ANYWHERE IN GREAT BRITAIN 


c c ‘SKIPPER LD 


wo BURNLEY 2/2750 


1970 JENSEN INTERCEPTOR Mk 2 


Tol: Graham st Kessingland 644 (daytime) only 


Hendon Way Motors Ltd 
393-5 Hendon Way NW4 
Sales and Service 

Tel : 01-202 8011 


GOUSEAL 
OOe8 


A selection of NEW kelisnts, MGs, Lotus 

‘nd British Leyland Cars for immediate 

delivery and export. Please telephone for 

details. 

NEW CARS AND EXPORT SALES 
(01-639 3204 


USED CARS AND HEAD OFFICE 


01-639 3204/5/6 


JENSEN HEALEY 


Tet : 01-636 3600 ext 151. {9 am-5.30 pm) 
ei Wedtord (0534) "68187 (evenings) 
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Mater ae WANTED COOPER BRISTOL 1953 SPORTS 


ie = GINETTA LOTUS 23B " cas 


LIGHTWEIGHT RACING ELAN 


Tak siemaks 593: with or without engine. any condition 


GOOD <*\scTION OF SECONDHAND SPORTS, TEL: 01-373 5958 
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GROUP 1 SALOONS 


MODSPORTS CARS 


For further details 
of advertisements on these 
pages 
ring 01-636 3600 
ext 49 


RACING CAR HIRE 


RACING CARS 


Just completed after conversion from Formula One 
car. Full house Morand, 300DG gearbox, 8 wheels and 
tyres, latest Koni shocks, spare nose section, al new 
rose ‘joints, and deformable structures. Ready to go 
either racing, hillcfimbing or sprinting 
£5000 
Would consider exchange, class road car This car has 
been raced EVEN when reserve car with March Ft 
racing team, updated to "74 spec for Rothmans series. 
TEL: PLYMOUTH (0752) 771524 or (06475) 614. 
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assis, No ESRI, brand new with OG 
with OG. For Chevey motor 

702 March. 

73/74 Formula Ford Ale 

Ford Capt Superioon with 

Teeno Form 

Ford twin 

Ford twin cam, 2-1itre 

Formula Ford. Brand new 

1600 ce Clubmen’s engine, si 

Armstrong damp 


Front and rear uprights, unmachined 
Remote oil fiters, tm 

Rear wings + 

Elan ditt casing 
Radia 

One FVA exhaust 

One crossiiow exhoust 
Ford axle conversions for Si 


ECURIE SANTOS RACING 


4/5 Thane Works, Thane Villas, London N17 
Tel: 01-609 1668 


DRIVE AVAILABLE 


S.D.C. Racing, one of Britain's leading Formula Atlantic Teams, 
currently leading the John Player International Formula Atlantic 
Championship with Jim Crawford, are looking for drivers or 
sponsors interested in Atlantic rent-a-drive deals for the 1975 
season. As our record shows this is an exceptional opportunity 
for a good driver to rapidly make his mark 


Contact: Stephen Choularton, S.D.C. Racing Limited, Ashley 
House, 30 Ashley Road, Altrincham, Cheshire. Tel: 061-928 9011 
Ext 40 


LOLA 


7330 with T332 mods, complete or less motor. All spares 
available. Also 2-car transporter. 


Contact : Jackie Epstein, 
Ash Green (0474) 872415 or Telex—DFD 96172 


DUE TO RETIREMENT 
John Absalom offers for sale his Ginetta G4 
All spares, 10 Minilites, bullit box, etc, and 
transporter. 
Seen Mallory Park this weekend. Available 
after Ingliston, October 13 


Tel: Felton 410 (Northumberland) . 


ROBIN SMITH 
OFFERS FOR SALE HIS 


CHEVRON B23/1930 FVC 


Immaculate condition, many spares 


LOLA T212 ROLLING CHASSIS 


OFFERS : 
Commer transporter with full living accommodation 
CONTACT: 


ROBIN SMITH AT BRANDS HATCH THIS WEEKEND 
DOUG BASSETT 


Must sell. 1974 Alexis Mark 23F, rolling chassis and Hewland 
Mark 9 gearbox. Any reasonable offer 


Tel: Nottingham 42473 


GROUP 1 CAPRI 3 LITRE 


This must be one of the smartest and most reliable 
for sale, at a fraction of its development costs. 
Complete with enough spares to build another car. 
Exactly as driven for us by Barry Bolt in the Access 
TT and all this season. Ready to race. £1300. 


KING ST MOTORS (Racing Prepazation) 
Tol : (0582) 67256, business hours 


WANT TO MAKE MONEY ? 


Do you know how much start and prize money is available 
to a good 2-itre sports car? 

We can tell you if you are interested in buying ours. The car 
is for sale exactly as raced and to the following specification 
Chevron 823 rolling chassis with 1850 cc FVC (one race old) 
and nearly new FG 400 box. £1000 worth of spares including 
4 Firestone wets on wheels, 2 spare slicks on wheels, many 
engine and gearbox spares, clutches, brake pads, suspension 
parts, spare front and rear body panels, etc. All for the give 
away price of £3600. This car is not “your actual old hac 
been meticulously prepared as is necessary to FINISH a 
1000 km race. 

Also available 1930 FVC just rebuilt with new pistons £1600. 
Many other spares including 821 body panels, tyres, ratios, etc, 
going very cheap. 


CONTACT : Dave Welpton at HULL (0482) 641864 NOW 
or Peter Smith at Wakefieids (0924) 822031 evenings 
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D. C. COOK RACING 


OFFERS FOR SALE 
ROYALE R.P. 18A 


Formula Super Vee 


This car was the latest one sold in England, immacu- June 1974. Cost over £4000. We also have over £600 
late condition, all latest tweaks. Complete with worth of spares to go with the car. We will accept 


Heidigger engine, only 7 races from new. BRAND new for the complete outfit £2950. 

Super Vee rolling chassis. Former works car. Only two _—Choice of engines, 1974 Heidigger £750. Broadspeed 
races this year since rebuild, including one win Super Vee engine just rebuilt £250. Will fix either 
(Super Vee round at croft) £850. engine with car. 


HEIDIGGER 


Engine. ONE race only, latest type with new design pistons and extra oil cooling. A very good saving at £900. 


TRANSIT transporter. Will hold Super Vee Formula white squares. We will signwrite to customer's 
Ford, Clubmans, etc. Fully racked out to hold loads — order. Very good condition, taxed £450. 
of spares and wheels. Finished in racing red and 


We will be pleased to take any type of road car, racing car, boat or caravan in exchange. 


D. C. COOK MOTORS LTD. 


HIGH STREET, WATH-UPON-DEARNE, 
NR. ROTHERHAM, YORKS. 
TEL: ROTHERHAM 873407 


BRABHAM BT35 


Fitted 1800 Cosworth FVC engine, FT 200 

gearbox, wets and drys, ready to race, 

successful ex Salisbury car. New trailer avail- 
able. Part exchange considered. 

Tel: 0224-24170 


TEAM BRIERLEY EUROPA SPECIALS 


For sale after highly 
successful seasons racing 
iin Prodsports _ events. 
a Rady to race at £1450 


— ‘and £1650 ono. Part 
— = exchange considered. HP 
49 


arranged. 
Tel : Hinckley 36419 days 
‘or evenings 42568 (STD 


0455). 
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DOUBLE DUTCH MEXICOS 


FOR SALE 
At only £1300 each. Two of the fastest Mexicos in 
Europe. (Ask David De Costa or John Waterman). 
Successfully raced in Holland throughout this year. 
Maintained regardless of sweat ond cost. Completely 
rebuilt 3 races ago. Both cars in superb condition and 
available immediately. 

Tel: Hans Kiviet in Holland, 

010-31-2152-52884 (Huizen) 


LOTUS SPARES 


Having trouble obtaining parts for your Elan, 
Europa, T/C? Try Britain's largest Lotus stores outside 
the factory. 
LEN STREET LTD. 
67/69 Drayton Gardens, 
London, SW10 
Tel: 01-373 7200/01-370 4414 


HOGAN RACING 


OFFERS 
FOR SALE 


LOLA 
7330 
F5000 


rolling chassis. This cor is still one of the most competitive 
£5000 avelable. and ‘with spare parts and wheels will save 
thousands on 8 new car at £5000. 


TONY ROUFF 


nearly new, fully strengthened and widened 


TRANSIT 


whi 2uitre Transit, L regd. Only 26,000 miles. 
Suforis "soncition E1650. 


Tel: Byfield (0327) 60269 or 60736 


01-894 4284 


GRYPHON ¢€73 


Plus many spares and 1973 Swindon/Cosworth 
motor. Completely rebuilt less than 100 racing miles 
ago. A very competitive and well sorted car. 

3 FVC blocks £90 the lot. 


V6 Transit transporter £845. 


CALDWELL-SMYTHE 
TEL: 01-607 4448 or 01-272 5068 


For turther details 
Tol : Huddersfield 34982 day or Huddersfield 61008 avaning 
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AEROQUIP 


Stool Braided Brake Lines 
for 
Race—Rally—Autocross etc 


Shipments arranged anywher 
‘Comple' 


European-wide ” Transporter “ network. 
Comprehensive marine insurance. 
Details and brochure on application to : 


SS scSr— 
15/16 Newman Street, London W1P 3HD. 
Tel: 01-580 2231 /01-580 2225. Telex: 22716. 
Geneva Frankfurt Paris: 
Tel: 453140 49 6107 2051 Tel: 704 42 84 


END OF SEASON SALE 
DODGE SUPERIOR 2200 MOTORHOME 


VIP interior finish including roof air conditioning, auto air 
conditioning, 7 cu ft fridge, deep freeze, central heating, 
Calorgas tank, 30 gallon water tank, waste holding tank, hot 
and cold water, flushing toilet, shower, 4-burner cooker and 
‘oven with extractor fan. Full tinted glass, full fly shields, tow 
bar. Sleeps 6 in comfort. 5000 watt Oman generator, 110V 
‘and 240V' mains connection and many other numerous extras. 
Low milege. £8750 ono. 


1 HONDA ST70 Monkey Bike £150.00 


1 CHEVRON B25/B27 


complete with 1930 cc BDE engine (270 bhp) and FT200 box. 
4 fear wheals/tyres, 2 front whesls/tyras. spare 825 body. 
humerous gear ratios and other spares. £4250 the 


Tel : Sheffield 661779 oar" ag Baslow 2353 evening 


HOME STUDY 
CAN TAKE YOU 
TO THE TOP 

ea 


in the vast 


auto industry 


Big opportunities are going begging for lack of 
qualified men. Whatever your interest in Auto 
Engineering, we can give you the vital know-how at 
home, in your spare time. Send for really helpful 
76-page book—FREE. 


== = POST FOR FREE BOOK = == 
AMIMI CQ) MAA/IMI G DIPLOMA [) CITY & GUILDS C 


sadness wad nL eae Sten Sareea 


Please send FREE book I 


Address 


VB.LE.T. ons» 


ALDERMASTON COURT, READING RG7 4PF. 
Accredited by CACC. Bcc 


— = 
P BRITISH INSTITUTE OF ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY 


RUITTTTTUHMUUTULTUN 


splenic ene lL | 
Sell your spares 
and accessories in 


AUTOSPORT Market Place 


Tel: 01-636 3600 


BRM 
Fabrication Services 


Manufacturer of wishbones, suspension frames, oil 

tanks and any other sheet and tube structures for 

racing cars in small quantities, using our highly 

experienced Formula One team. Limited design work 
or advice also available. 


BRM LTD, BOURNE, LINCS 
Tel: Bourne 2327 
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AUTOSPORT MARKET PLACE 


Sports and Performance Cars 62-65 - Racing and Competition Cars 65-68 - Autosport Market Place 69-71 


LEN STREET LTD. 


Required for their Chelsea workshops 


MOTOR MECHANICS 


preferably with experience from the full range of Lotus cars. 
Exceltent rates of pay for the men who can prove themselves 
capable of working to 2 high standard 


Apply: Alan Jones, 01-370 4114 


PETER BLOORE RACING 


STATION ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE. 
WALLINGFORD. TEL : (04913) 3142 


BALANCING 


——_————— 


HEWLAND 
GEARBOXES 


[0S—REPAIRS—NEW AND S/H SPARES 


RACING GEARBOX CENTRE 


200 Paddenawick Road 
we 


‘oryan“o30 
CARBURETTERS Te opase erst (nigh) 


WEBERS 


oats mebanen Cimenerten coe YOUR NORTHERN AND MIDLANDS 


300/2 FINCHLEY ROAD, LONDON NW 2HP. HEWLAND AGENTS 
a Courbanen,, Spares tnd Rapaics. 
For prompt and efficient service 

Telephone: 0332 40606. 


Overseas orders welcomed and promptly 


DAMAGED CARS 


executed. 
‘ RACING GEARBOXES LTD. Sates, eno 
ENGINES MANCHESTER STREET, DERBY. 


yap epg sy —___—_—_. 


ROLLOVER BARS 


EXPORT SERVICES MISCELLANEOUS 


em 
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AUTOSPORT MARKET 


Sports and Performance Cars 62-65 


+ Racing and Competition Cars 65-68 « 


Autosport 


PLACE 


Market Place 69-71 


ROLLING ROAD 


SAFETY GLASS 


SERVICES 


ALDON CARB & IGN SERVICES 


SITUATIONS WANTED 


SPARES AND ACCESSORIES 


“Sports and Performance Cars 62-65 


V.W. DERRINGTON LTD. 


FOR ALL 


WEBER CARBURETTERS 


SALES AND SPARES 
Manifolds. Ale Trumpets, Air Cleans 
‘Rings ‘and. Carvurstter 

188-161 London flosd. Kingston $621/2. 
Sorrey: we 


we 
AUTOSPORT, SEPTEMBER 26, 1974 


SPHERICAL BEARINGS 


STEERING WHEELS 


TIMING EQUIPMENT 


TRAILERS 


TRAILERS 


‘2 ton to 3tons 


TRANSPORTERS 


TYRES 


WANTED URGENTLY 


part-worn 600 x 15in 


Two new or 

Dunlop 184 or 970 compound, L 

section. Lotus 18 rear body section, 

any condition and F1/F2 Lotus 18 
exhaust manifold. 


Telephone 01-637 4877 day 
or Potters Bar 42238 night 


WELDING SERVICES 


WHEELS 
For all wheel problems contact: 
MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO. 


71 Jeddo Road, Shepherds Bush 
London, W12 
Tol: 01-749 1391/2 


WHEELS & TYRES 


ACCESSORIES AND EQUIPMENT 


* Racing and Competition Cars 65-68 - Autosport Market Place 69-71 


For further details 
of advertisements on these 
pages 
ring 01-636 3600 
ext 49 


ST ose 


5 


Forts CHa 
CENTRE 


Please note our new telephone number 
IVER 652170 (STD 0783) 


| GUIDE TO SHOCK ABSORBERS 
| COMP SHOCK ABSORBERS MOTORTUNE 


AT LOW, LOW PRICES 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR 


KONI SHOCK ABSORBERS 


Trade and retail enquiries welcome. 


250 Brompton Road, SW3. 
01-581 1234 


Gatesheath Smithy, Tattenhall, Nr. Chester. (oft main At} 


RED TRIANGLE KONI, ARMSTRONG, SPAX, 


WOODHEAD, MONROE 


AUTO SERVICES LTD. RECONDITIONED UNITS 
commzur-teoem | BUCK & BROMLEY 


Warwickshire 


Tel: Kenilworth 57303 (1970) LTD. , 


Koni distributors in the Coventry ADIN GaN owt (Rekani Rowe 


i Renee ‘Shepherds Bush 
and South Warwickshire district paar oP 
Sole suppliers of Alvis car spares Tel: 01-743 4366/7 


sement Form 


Name 
Address 


Classified Adverti 


Cheque/PO value enclosed. 


Classification heading (make of car, etc.) 


For office use only 
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_ Wake up the oil you've got 
in your sump now, with a top-up 
of Shell Super Multigrade. 


You can improve 
the protective power 
of the oil in your 
sump now by simply 
adding a pint or 
quart of Shell Super 
Multigrade. 


Get real engine protection- 
change to Shell Super Multigrade 


itemit) CAR COAT, wet look. 3 pockets 
extra large, large, med. small. 
2.30 


Item(2) T-SHIRT 
large, med. small, childs 30 28 26 24 
£1.35 
Item(3) LIGHTWEIGHT JACKET, 2 pockets, 
unlined. extra large, large, med. small. 
£5.70 
itemi4) PRINTED CLOTH BADGE 


de postage 


